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PAPERS 


Relating  to  the  Pelham  and  Montagu  Packets, 

&c. 


Extract  from  the  JOURNAL  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelliam  Packet, 
off  Madeira,  the  ist  November  1813. 

ON  Monday  at  day-break  saw  His  Majesty’s  packet  Montagu ; bore  down  and 
spoke  her,  when  Captain  Norway  informed  me  he  had  exchanged  broadsides 
with  an  American  privateer  that  ran  in  between  him  and  the  land.  Saw  the 
privateer  laying-to  all  day  outside  of  us.  In  the  evening  at  % past  7 took  the  Mail 
on  board ; proceeded  on  our  course,  and  got  every  thing  in  order  for  action ; the 
privateer  then  in  sight,  and  expecting  her  to  bear  down  on  us  every  instant. 

2 Nov.  Teneriffe  bearing  S.  15. E.  152  miles.  Daylight,  fresh  breezes,  Montagu 
in  company,  and  a strange  sail  astern.  At  8 made  the  strange  sail  to  be  the  privateer 
coming  up  with  us  very  fast.  At  1 p.m.  spoke  the  Montagu,  when  Captain 
Norway  ordered  us  to  take  a station  close  a-head  of  him  ; at  2 the  privateer  hoisted 
American  colours.  The  Montagu  commenced  the  action  by  firing  her  stern  chase 
gun,  which  the  privateer  returned.  Opened  our  stern  chasers;  the  Montagu  being 
boarded,  we  were  prevented  firing,  for  fear  of  hitting  her,  for  about  five  minutes, 
when  the  vessels  separated,  and  the  Montagu  hauled  down  her  ensign.  We  im- 
mediately closed  with  the  privateer,  prevented  her  taking  possession  of  the  Montagu ; 
and  after  an  action  of  about  forty  minutes,  almost  always  within  pistol-shot,  we 
silenced  her  fire,  and  she  made  off.  We  chased  her  two  hours,  when  finding  we 
could  not  get  up  with  her,  we  lay-to  for  the  Montagu,  who  had  her  colours  at  her 
foretop  gallant  mast  head  to  speak  us.  When  she  came  up,  we  learned  w ith  regret 
that  her  captain,  surgeon,  and  two  men  were  killed,  and  many  wounded,  and  that 
they  had  thrown  their  Mail  overboard.  From  two  of  the  privateers  crew  we  learned 
that  her  name  was  the  Globe,  belonging  to  Baltimore,  mounting  8 nine-pounders, 
1 six-pounder,  a number  of  swivels,  and  above  100  men;  that  she  had  been  out 
from  Boston  37  days,  without  making  any  captures.  The  Lady  Mary  Pelham’s 
loss  was  not  very  great;  she  suffered  chiefly  in  her  sails  and  rigging.  At  1 1 the  same 
night  the  privateer  again  hove  in  sight.  We  made  the  private  signal  for  an  enemy  to 
the  Montagu,  having  ordered  her  to  keep  as  close  as  possible,  when  the  privateer 
immediately  made  off. 


Extract  from  the  JOURNAL  of  the  Montagu  Packet,  off  Madeira, 

2d,  3d  & 4th  Nov.  1813. 

2 Nov.  At  8 p.m.  received  the  Mail ; made  sail ; Pelham  in  company.  At  1 1 
Funchal,  N.b. E.  20  miles;  at  10  a.m.  exercised  great  guns  and  prepared  for  action. 
Schooner  astern  in  chase  ; Pelham  in  company. 

3 Nov.  p.m.  Moderate  and  fine  ; schooner  coming  up  astern  in  studding  sails; 
requested  Pelham  to  keep  close  on  our  starboard  bow  , hoisted  colours  and  gave  three 
cheers;  answered  by  Pelham.  Up  boarding  nettings.  At  2:50.  commenced  firing 
the  stern  gun  ; returned  by  schooner.  At  3;  10.  came  up  on  the  starboard  quarter, 
and  commenced  action.  3 : 25.  boarded  w ith  twenty  men.  Captain,  surgeon,  and 
two  men  killed,  and  four  wounded;  she  with  her  jib-boom  in  our  main  rigging. 
Supposed  him  to  have  lost  twenty  men  in  his  first  attempt  to  board,  ten  overboard 
w ith  the  unshipping  of  the  main  boom,  and  four  remaining  on  our  deck,  and  the  rest 
Filled  or  wounded.  3:32.  sheered  over  on  the  larboard  quarter,  and  made  a 
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desperate  attempt  to  board  with  a vast  number  of  men  to  our  remaining  force. 
Master  dangerously  wounded;  sunk  the  Mail.  Schooner  repulsed ; sheered  off.  At  4 
Pelham  commenced  action,  made  all  sail  in  chase,  carried  away  jib-boom  and  flying 
jib-boom.  At  7 gave  up  chase;  schooner  a-head  seven  miles;  spoke  Pelham,  and 
received  her  surgeon.  Middle  part  employed  plugging  up  shot  holes  and  repairing 
damages.  At  9 a.m.  committed  the  botlies  of  two  prisoners  to  the  deep  with  usual 
ceremony;  latter  part  employed  as  before.  Noon,  moderate  and' tine ; Pelham  in 
company. 

4 Nov.  p.m.  Moderate  and  fine  weather.  Employed  repairing  the  rigging;  ship 
making  unusual  quantity  of  water.  At  6,  point  Mayo,  W.b.S.  14  miles,  committed 
the  bodies  of  Thomas  Granfield  and  John  Jcmison  to  the  deep  with  the  usuai  cere- 
mony. At  6 a.m.  made  sail  for  Oratava.  At  9 committed  the  body  of  our 
lamented  captain  and  surgeon  to  the  deep  with  usual  ceremony.  Noon,  Oratava 
S. W.b.S.  10  miles;  Pelham  in  company. 


v Sir,  Packet  Office,  Falmouth,  December  24,  1813. 

I beg  leave  to  send  you  the  enclosed  Letters  received  last  night  by  way  of  Bristol 
from  Captain  Pering,  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham  packet,  and  Mr.  Watkins,  master 
of  the  Montague,  giving  an  account  of  a very  gallant  and  desperate  action  with  the 
Globe,  American  privateer,  which  chiefly  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  Montague ; and  I am 
•)  sorry  to  say,  in  the  first  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  board,  her  gallant  commander,  the 
surgeon,  and  2 men  were  killed,  and  several  wounded ; the  action  was  afterwards 
bravely  maintained  by  Mr.  Watkins  the  master,  who  on  the  enemy’s  boarding  a 
second  time,  prudently  sunk  the  Mail,  having  his  crew  very  much  reduced  by  killed  and 
wounded,  and  supposing  it  impossible  to  repel  them  : In  this  attempt,  the  enemy  was 
also  defeated,  and  the  whole  of  the  boarders  destroyed ; on  which  she  made  off';  the 
action  was  then  continued  by  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham  for  some  time,  but  the  enemy’s 
superior  sailing  enabled  her  to  escape.  I also  enclose  a list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  ; 
amongst  the  latter  is  Mr.  Watkins,  who  at  the  present  commands  the  Montague,  and 
has  served  in  the  packets  upwards  of  20  years,  15  of  which  an  officer.  Captain 
Pering  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham  is  also  wounded. 

I am,  & c. 

(In  the  absence  of  the  Agent,) 

F.  Freeling,  Esq.  (Signed)  JVm.  Gay. 

Dear  Sir,  Montagu  Packet,  Teneriffe,  Nov.  9th,  1813. 

By  a Spanish  schooner  for  Cadiz,  I acquaint  you  of  our  arrival  here  on  the  5th 
instant ; we  arrived  at  Madeira  on  the  first,  and  landed  the  Mail ; at  4 a m.  on  the 
•2d.  were  attacked  by  an  American  privateer  schooner ; exchanged  broadsides  ; the 
above  quitted  at  8 p.m.;  received  the  Mail  from  Funchal,  made  sail  for  Teneriffe,  the 
Pelham  in  company ; the  3d,  at  S a.m.  a schooner  a-stern  coming  up  fast ; prepared  for 
action;  at  3 h.  10  m.  schooner  commenced  action;  at  3 : 25.  schooner  boarded  with  a 
body  of  men  on  the  starboard  quarter,  her  jib-boom  in  our  main  rigging.  Captain 
Norway,  surgeon,  and  two  seamen  killed,  and  four  wounded;  the  enemy  using  his 
long  swivel  gun  under  our  counter,  with  a vast  number  of  his  men  on  our  deck ; we  at 
last  succeeded  in  clearing  our  decks,  leaving  several  of  the  enemy  wounded.  The 
schooner  soon  after  got  on  the  larboard  quarter,  and  boarded  with  great  superiority  of 
men,  the  Montagu  then  only  thirteen  men  left,  myself  that  moment  wounded  in  the 
left  hand  and  thigh;  I ordered  the  Mail  to  be  sunk;  (aided  by  Almighty  God)  we 
succeeded  in  clearing  our  decks ; the  Pelham  was  within  a musket  shot,  had  not  fired 
a gun.  We  manned  the  guns  on  the  side  of  the  enemy,  and  had  soon  the  satisfaction 
to  see  the  schooner  walk  off  from  us,  leaving  us  without  a brace  or  bowling  unsbot ; 
the  Pelham  then  took  the  action  from  us,  and  am  sorry  to  say,  I had  the  great  morti- 
fication to  see  all  our  efforts  useless. 

From  the  most  gallant  conduct  I saw  displayed  from  ray  friend  and  commander 
Captain  Norway  before  he  fell,  I determined  that  the  British  Flag  then  flying  on  the 
Montagu,  should  never  be  disgraced  by  his  successor. 

I am,  Sir,  & c. 

(Signed)  John  1 Vat  kins. 

P.  S.  My  wounds  are  much  better. 

C.  Saverland,  Esq. 
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Dear  Sir,  At  anchor  off  L’Orotavia,  7 November  1813. 

Herewith  I transmit  you  an  abridged  detail  of  an  affair  we  had  on  Tuesday 
last  with  an  American  privateer,  which  will  not  perhaps  have  been  entirely  unexpected 
by  you,  should  you  have  received  before  this,  the  letter  I had  the  honour  to  address 
you  from  Madeira,  in  which  I mentioned  that  this  fellow  was  laying-to,  just  outside, 
and  challenged  us  as  evidently  as  possible.  If  the  PoM-Office  allowed  us  the  exer- 
cise of  our  discretion  with  regard  to  fighting,  I think  we  should  have  saved  the 
Montagus  mail,  as  early  in  the  morning  I went  cn  board  Captain  Norway,  and 
strongly  recommended  our  landing  our  Mails  and  immediately  fighting  him.  I think 
Captain  N.  saw  the  propriety  of  it,  but  he  did  not  think  we  should  be  justified  in  so 
doing,  and  the  crew  of  the  privateer,  and  the  inhabitants,  were  left  with  an  impression 
as  erroneous  as  ever  possessed  the  mind  of  any  man,  that  we  were  afraid  of  him, 
and  accordingly  the  action  was  deferred  to  the  succeeding  day.  I must  say,  our 
enemy  bore  himself  with  extreme  gallantry  ; the  most  perfect  confidence  of  success 
seemed  to  prevail  with  him ; but  that  feeling  must  have  given  place  to  one  of  a very 
different  nature,  before  half  the  time  was  over  that  our  action  lasted.  I mentioned  in 
my  official  account  that  the  Montagu  was  disabled  by  the  first  onset,  but  I have  not 
there  mentioned,  that  she  also  struck-  her  colours.  My.  reasons  for  so  doing,  I hope 
will  meet  your  approbation  ; they  were  these : that  as  we  preserved  the  Packet  from 
the  enemy’s  possession,  we  need  not  give  publicity,  particularly  to  the  enemy,  of  a 
circumstance  that  would  have  been  better  if  it  had  .not  taken  place ; and  another  is, 
that  some  one  on  board  some  time  after  fired  either  one  or  two  of  their  guns ; the  fire 
of  the  privateer  gradually  lessened,  and  some  time  before  the  close  of  the  action  was 
little  or  nothing;  I was  obliged  to  leave  the  deck  about  five  minutes  before  I heard 
the  people  sing  out  that  she  was  making  off.  Could  we  have  bereft  her  of  her  supe- 
rior quality  of  sailing,  there  never  was  one  vessel  more  completely  in  the  power  of 
another,  than  she  of  ours.  My  wound,  which  is  a musket  ball  in  the  higher  part  of 
the  thigh,  between  the  groin  and  hip  bone,  was  getting  painful,  and  I was  glad  so 
soon  to  hear  there  was  nothing  more  going  on.  We  have  rendered  the  Montagu 
every  assistance  in  our  power,  the  chief  of  which  has  been  medical.  Mr.  Place’s 
attentions  to  her  crew  have  been  unremitted  ; the  wounds  of  some  of  them  are  very 
severe.  I am  happy  to  say,  my  own  has  so  favourable  an  aspect,  that  I am  under  no 
uneasiness  at  his  frequent  departure.  I thought  from  the  report  of  my  officers,  that 
we  should  have  got  safely  to  rights,  to  have  sailed  this  morning  and  finished  what  re- 
mained on  our  voyage ; but  I perceive  there  is  abundance  for  this  day  also ; our 
main  mast,  I understand,  wants  fishing  from  her  damage.  We  leave  the  Montagu 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Bruce,  who  has  done  me  the  honor  to  give  me  a call;  he  is  a 
very  gentlemanly  man  ; I sent  on  shore  your  letter  for  him,  and  thought  it  might  have 
been  studying  your  wishes  to  have  brought  the  wine  home  myself,  but  Mr.  B.  says 
it  is  not  practicable ; he  expressed  his  particular  wish  to  keep  us  here  to-day,  for 
which  I told  him  he  would  be  good  enough  to  give  his  order,  not  thinking  we  had  still 
so  much  to  do  ; not  a day’s  unnecessary  delay  shall  take  place  in  the  prosecution  of 
our  voyage.  I am  now  swinging  about  in  a cot,  and  I am  convinced  your  goodness 
will  excuse  the  imperfections  of  this  letter ; I intend  to  remain  in  my  present  situation, 
if  the  Yankees  will  allow  me,  till  I am  perfectly  recovered  of  my  wound,  as  I 
believe  I shall  produce  that  effect  much  more  rapidly  by  so  doing. 

I hope  you  will  pardon  the  liberty  I have  taken  of  enclosing  a letter  to  my  brother 
under  your  address ; he  will  be  more  certain  of  getting  it  under  the  influence  of  your 
name ; and  I know  too  well  the  foolish  sentiments  of  people  on  shore,  on  occasions 
like  the  present,  not  to  be  extremely  anxious  to  have  its  conveyance  insured. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Pering. 

I find  our  expenditure  of  round  and  double-headed  shot,  was  230,  besides  an 
immense  quantity  of  grape  and  cannister. 


Enclosure 
Mr.  Gay’ 
24  Dec.  1 


C.  Saverland,  Esq. 
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Enclosure  (3)  in 
Mr.  Gay’s, 

24  Dec.  1813. 


Enclosure  (4)  in 
Mr.  Gay’s, 

24  Dec.  1813. 


List  of  Killed  and  Wounded  on  board  H.M.  Packet  Montagu,  and  Lady  Mary 
Pelham,  in  action  with  an  American  privateer  schooner,  November  2d,  1813. 


H.M.  Packet  Montagu. 


Killed : 


J.  A.  Norway  - - 

- - 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 

James  Ure  - 

- 

Surgeon. 

John  Jameson  - - 

- 

Cook. 

Thomas  Greenfell  - 

- - 

Seaman. 

Wounded: 

John  Watkins  - - 

- 

Master,  dangerously  ; sent  on  shore. 

J.  F.  Herbert  - - 

- 

Masters  mate,  severely. 

Thomas  Coverdale  - 

- - 

Carpenter  - 

- D* 

William  Harris  - - 

- 

Seaman 

- D9  - - 

on  shore. 

John  Steward  - - 

- 

- D#  - - 

- D°  - - 

- D’ 

Jonathan  Chapman  - 

- 

- D*  - - 

- D°  - - 

- D9 

Thomas  Cole 

- 

- D9  - - 

- D°  - - 

- D9 

James  Brown  - 

- 

- D9  - - 

Dangerously 

- D* 

Thomas  Kelewick  - 

- 

- D*  - - 

- D9  - - 

- D9 

Philip  Harvey  - - 

- - 

- D°  - A 

Thomas  Nicholls  - 

- - 

- D°  - - 

: Slightly  ; since  returned 

William  Borlasse  - 

- - 

- D°  - -J 

Total  - - 

- 

- Killed 

- 

- 4 

Wounded 
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Id.  M.  Packet  Pelham. 

Wounded : 

Thomas  Pering  - - - - Captain  - - - - Severely. 

John  Owld  -----  Seaman  - - - - Slightly. 

• 

Total  ------  2 (Signed)  John  Place , Surgeon* 

H.M.  Packet  Pelham. 

Teneriffe,  November  7th,  1813. 


H.M.  Packet  Lady  Mary  Pelham,  Port  Oratava,  Nov.  7th,  1814. 

Sir, 

It  has  unfortunately  devolved  on  me,  from  the  death  of  my  friend  Captain  Nonvay, 
late  Commander  of  H.M.  Packet  Montagu,  to  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  through 
you,  to  my  Lords  the  Postmaster  General,  the  particulars  of  an  action  that  Packet 
and  the  one  under  my  command  had  on  the  second  instant  in  lat.  30°  50'  N 
long.  16°  5'  W. 

When  the  Montagu  and  Lady  Mary  Pelham  were  laying  in  Funchal  roads,  Madeira, 
an  American  schooner  was  observed  laying-to  in  the  offing,  apparently  with  the  in- 
tention of  attacking  them  on  leaving  the  island.  On  receiving  our  dispatches  at 
7 p.m.  on  the  first  instant,  we  made  sail  for  Teneriffe;  on  the  succeeding  morning,  a 
sail  was  visible  in  chace  of  us,  which  proved  to  be  the  schooner  in  question  ; when  she 
bad  approached  nearly  within  gun-shot,  we  shortened  sail  for  her,  being  in  every  other 
respect  prepared. 

It  fell  to  the  Montagu’s  lot  at  2 : 40  p.m  (the  Lady  Mary  Pelham  being  within 
short  musket  shot  of  her)  to  receive  the  first  attack,  in  which  an  attempt  was  made  to 
board,  which  was  gallantly  and  successfully  repelled  ; but  unfortunately  by  it  the 
Montagu  suffered  so  much  as  to  be  unable  to  continue  the  action  : w hich  at  2 : .50  p.m. 
fell  entirely  upon  this  vessel.  The  action  was  warmly  contested,  but  never  doubtful ; 
(the  greater  part  of  the  time  within  pistol-shot)  till  3 : 30  when  her  fire  ceased,  and  she 
made  off.  Such  was  the  superiority  of  her  sailing,  that  notwithstanding  her  very 
crippled  state,  she  succeeded  in  making  her  escape,  although  every  exertion  was  made 
to  get  up  with  her  until  5 : 30  p.m.  when  we  lay-to  for  the  Montagu,  and  learnt 
with  the  greatest  regret  her  loss,  as  stated  in  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded;  and  that 
the  Mail  had  been  destroyed.  From  two  of  the  privateer’s  crew',  the  oniy  surviving 
boarders,  we  found  the  schooner  to  be  the  Globe  of  Baltimore,  had  on  board  8 
nine  pounders,  1 six  pounder,  a number  of  swivels,  and  above  one  hundred  men,  had 
.been  37  days  from  Boston,  and  had  made  no  capture. 

Tire 


PELHAM  AND  MONTAGU  PACKETS;  &c.  g 

The  Lady  Mary  Pelham  has  suffered  considerably  in  her  sails,  standing  and  running 
rigging,  and  the  main  mast  requires  fishing,  but  fortunately  we  have  lost  no  lives, 
and  only  myself  and  one  man  wounded. 

I am  confident  nothing  was  omitted  on  the  part  of  Captain  Norway,  that  could  have 
been  effected  by  gallantry  and  judgment. 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  say,  I was  highly  gratified  with  the  behaviour  of  both  my 
officers  and  men.  The  conduct  of  my  officers  Mr.  Thomas  Carter,  and  Mr.  Peter 
Pocock,  was  highly  meritorious ; and  I will  venture  to  say,  no  ship’s  company  were 
exceeded  in  gallantry;  that  I had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  on  board  this  brig;  nor 
can  I omit  to  mention  the  conduct  of  my  surgeon,  Mr.  John  Place,  whose  duty,  in 
consequence  of  Mr.  Ures’  death,  has  been  very  severe,  and  whose  exertions,  whenever 
required,  have  been  unremitted. 

I have,  &c. 

C.  Saverland,  Esq.  (Signed)  Thomas  Peri/jg. 


My  Dear  Sir,  Qrotava,  21  Nov.  1813. 

Fearing  my  last  letter  via  Cadiz  should  not  reach  you,  I embrace  this  opportunity, 
by  a brig  that  sails  to-morrow  for  England ; I mentioned  in  my  last  the  particulars  of 
our  action  on  the  3d  inst.  fifty  miles  west  of  the  Salvages.  I again  repeat  that  the 
American  schooner  Globe  of  9 nines  came  up  on  our  starboard  quarter,  and  boarded 
us  with  upwards  of  twenty  men;  Capt.  Norway,  surgeon,  and  two  seamen  killed, 
and  several  wounded  ; we  succeeded  in  shooting  and  forcing  overboard  the  whole  of 
that  party,  except  four,  who  fell  on  the  Montagu’s  decks  wounded ; the  schooner 
remained  with  her  jib-boom  in  our  main  rigging  twenty  minutes,  constantly  firing  his 
long  nine  that  went  on  a swivel,  tore  up  our  counter  and  starboard  quarter  greatly. 
Schooner  soon  after  got  on  the  larboard  quarter,  and  made  a second  attempt  to 
board  with  a very  superior  number  to  the  Montagu’s  small  party  then  left.  I ordered 
the  Mail  to  be  sunk,  thinking  it  impossible  to  repel  them ; but  aided  by  Almighty 
God,  we  succeeded.  I received  two  wounds  at  that  moment,  one  through  my  left 
hand  that  shattered  it  much,  the  "second  a musket-ball  that  entered  the  inner  part  of 
my  left  thigh,  passed  through,  and  came  out  the  opposite  seat ; we  exchanged  a few- 
shot  from  the  great  guns  on  the  larboard  side,  and  I had  soon  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  the  enemy  haul  off,  apparently  with  much  water  in  her,  and  like  us,  very  much 
cut  up.  The  Pelham  within  musket-shot  the  whole  of  the  time,  and  never  fired  a 
shot  Pelham  then  took  the  action  from  us,  the  schooner’s  sails  trimmed  on  the  lar- 
board tack.  I had  soon  the  mortification  to  see  the  schooner  shoot  a-head  out  of  the 
reach  of  both  ships’  shot,  and  all  our  efforts  useless.  The  gallant  conduct  I saw  dis- 
played by  my  friend  and  commander  Captain  Norway,  before  his  death,  made  me 
determine  that  the  British  flag,  then  flying  at  the  Montagu’s  gaff,  should  never  be 
disgraced  by  his  successor.  We  came  to  anchor  in  this  place  the  second  day  after  the 
action  ; myself  wounded,  on  shore,  in  a comfortable  house,  lately  occupied  by 
Mr.  Bruce  the  Consul.  We  have  medical  aid,  and  are  all  doing  very  well. 

The  Globe  arrived  at  the  Grand  Canary  the  Sunday  after  the  action ; below  is  part 
of  a letter  from  the  British  Consul  of  that  island. 

The  schooner  Globe,  Captain  Moon,  arrived  here  on  Sunday,  so  much  damaged 
she  could  scarcely  be  kept  above  water;  she  has  nine  men  killed  and  twenty-one 
wounded,  besides  those  who  went  overboard;  she  is  so  much  cut  up  that  she  cannot 
do  any  thing. 

Mr.  Bruce,  the  British  Consul,  has  this  moment  been  w ith  me ; he  informs  me 
of  his  receiving  the  following  intelligence -from  the  American  Consul  of  Grand  Canary. 
Thirty-three  of  the  Globe’s  killed  and  drowned,  and  nineteen  wounded ; two  have 
since  died,  and  two  we  brought  here.  v 

The  Montagu’s  loss  is  as  follows : 


Killed  : 

Capt.  Norway, 
James  Ure,  surgeon, 
John  Jameson, 

Tho.  Granficld. 


Wounded  : 

John  Watkins,  dangerous. 

Tho.  Herbert,  Mate,  severely. 

Tho.  Kelynach,  dangerous;  since  dead. 
James  Brown,  dangerous. 

Tho.  Cole,  Steward,  ditto. 

Tho.  Coverdale,  severely. 

John  Steward,  - - ditto. 

John  FI  arris,  - - ditto. 

Jonathan  Chapman,  ditto. 

Ralph  Harvey,  slightly. 

Tho.  Nicholls,  ditto. 


Enclosure  ( 
Mr.  Gay’s, 
24.  Dec,  181 
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If  this  should  arrive  before  the  Montagu,  be  sure  let  this  dreadful  business  be 
opened  to  Airs.  Norway  by  a person  you  think  best  adapted  for  such  an  unpleasant 
task.  I shall  write  Mrs.  Watkins  by  this  conveyance ; I will  thank  you  to  see  her, 
and  cheer  her  up,  as  I am  at  this  moment  free  from  pain ; my  wounds  are  doing 
remarkably  well.  Relieve  me, 

My  dear  Sir, 

Yours,  &c.  See. 

C.  Saverland,  Esq.  (Signed)  John  Watkins. 

P-  S. — I have  sent  the  Montagu  round  to  St.  Croix,  as  Mr.  Bruce  recommends,  it 
being  a more  safe  port,  and  where  ship  carpenters  can  be  got. 

The  captain  of  the  Globe  says,  our  consort  fought  shy  ; that  we  bore  the  brunt  of 
the  action  without  auy  assistance  from  the  Pelham.  You  shall  sec  it  by  a letter  I have 
in  my  possession  when  I come  home. 


•N-4. 

Letter  from 
Mr.  A.  Pering  to 
Mr.  Freeling, 

25  Dec.  1813. 


Sir,  Falmouth,  December  25,  1813. 

The  illness  of  Mr.  Saverland  preventing  his  being  consulted,  Mr.  Gay  has  consi- 
dered it  incumbent  on  him  to  shew  me  the  two  letters  from  my  brother,  stating  the 
particulars  of  the  action  which  has  cost  my  lamented  friend  Captain  Norway  his  life, 
and  also  those  from  Mr.  Watkins,  Master  of  the  Montague,  in  which  it  is  more  than 
insinuated  that  the  Pelham  was  wanting  in  her  duty  on  that  occasion  : On  these  let- 
ters I will  not  presume  to  make  the  slightest  comment;  knowing  as  I do  my  brother’s 
character,  I should  have  felt  the  fullest  conviction,  even  in  the  absence  of  circum- 
stances, which  will  perhaps  be  considered  to  speak  for  themselves,  that  if  he  had  erred, 
it  would  not  have  been  on  the  side  of  backwardness : But  it  is  not  enough  that  I entertain 
this  sentiment;  I am  not  ashamed  to  confess  that  I could  not  willingly  endure  that  the 
breath  of  suspicion  should  deprive  the  Pelham  of  any  portion  of  that  credit,  to  which 
I am  convinced  it  will  appear  she  is  entitled.  I,  therefore,  ou  the  part  of  my  brother 
(who  I know  would  have  desired  me  to  do  so,  had  he  anticipated  that  any  thing  like  a 
charge  could  have  been  made  against  him,)  beg  leave  most  earnestly  to  solicit  that 
their  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  institute  as  strict  and  minute  an  investigation  of  his 
conduct,  as  if  he  regularly  belonged  to  a service,  of  which,  uuinfluenced  by  the  motives 
that  generally  actuate  us,  he  has  courted  the  dangers.  By  promoting  this  investiga- 
tion to  the  utmost  of  your  power,  you  will  confer  an  obligation  in  addition  to  those 
which  the  former  instances  of  your  attention  have  laid  me  under. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

Alien  Pering. 


F.  Freeling,  Esquire, 
&c.  See. 


} 


N*  5. 
Letter  from 
Mr.  Freeling  to 
Mr.  A.  Pering, 
29  Dec.  1813. 


Sir,  Brighton,  December  29th,  1813. 

Your  Letter  of  the  25th  instant  has  followed  me  to  this  place. 

The  manner  in  which  you  express  yourself  respecting  your  brother,  is  natural  and 
affectionate ; and  nothing  can  be  more  right  or  reasonable  than  the  request  that  a 
strict  and  minute  investigation  of  his  conduct  should  be  instituted. 

I shall  lose  no  time  in  laying  your  letter  before  my  Lords  the  Postmaster  General. 


Allen  Pering,  Esquire 
Falmouth. 


'} 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Sec.  Sec.  Sec. 

F.  Freeling. 


N*  6. 

Letter  from  the 
Agent  at  Falmouth, 
ao  Dec.  1813. 


Sir,  Falmouth,  26th  Dec.  1813. 

By  the  last  post  I received  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Bruce,  dated  Orotava, 
November  utb,  enclosing  a copy  of  the  Montagues  Log  Book  on  the  day  of  the 
action,  which  I beg  to  send  for  your  information. 


Francis  Freeling,  Esquire, 
Sec.  Sec.  Sec. 


} 


(Signed) 


am,  Sec.  Sec.  Sec. 


W.  Gay, 

For  the  Agent. 


PELIIAM  AND  MONTAGU  PACKETS;  &c. 


1 1 


British  Consulate,  Canaries,  Teneriffe, 

Dear  Sir,  5th  November  1813. 

I had  this  pleasure  very  recently,  and  have  since  received  your  favour  of  the  7th  Enclosure  (1) 
ultimo  per  the  Lady  Pelham,  which  Packet,  with  the  Montagu,  arrived  here  on  the  Mr.  Gay’s, 
afternoon  of  the  14th  instant,  after  a severe  and  bloody  conflict  on  the  part  of  the  51,1  Nov*  1815 
latter,  with  the  American  privateer  Globe,  of  12  guns  and  80  men.  The  engage- 
ment took  place  on  the  3d  instant,  1 2 hours  after  the  Packets  had  left  Madeira  in 
company.  The  Montagu  was  the  first  attacked  by  the  privateer,  and  before  the 
Pelham  could  bring  her  guns  to  bear,  the  Montagu  had  lost  her  Captain,  Surgeon, 
and  two  men  killed,  and  12  or  13  severely  wounded.  Of  24  men  thrown  on  board 
from  the  privateer,  (the  bowsprit  of  which  was  hooked  to  the  Packet’s  main  chains) 
only  two  survive  badly  wounded.  The  Pelham  having  brought  the  privateer  into 
action,  soon  forced  her  to  sheer  off;  Captain  Pering  and  one  seaman  are  wounded  ; 
the  former  is  shot  through  the  thigh,  but  is  doing  well,  as  is  also  Mr.  Watkins  of 
the  Montagu,  severely  wounded.  By  the  first  direct  conveyance  I shall  forward  you 
the  details  of  this  action,  not  yet  furnished  to  me.  Being  at  present  without  any 
surgical  aid,  at  this  side  of  the  island,  by  the  unfortunate  absence  at  Cadiz  of  the 
only  English  practitioner  w?e  possessed,  I have  judged  it  expedient  to  detain  the 
Pelham  until  I can  procure  medical  assistance  from  the  town  of  Santa  Cruz,  whither 
I have  for  that  purpose  dispatched  an  express  to  his  Excellency  the  Captain  General, 
many  of  the  sick  requiring  attendance  on  shore,  owing  to  the  dangerous  nature  of 
their  wounds.  I have  ordered  them  to  be  landed,  and  the  Montagu  shall  proceed 
home  how  soon  her  officers  and  a sufficient  number  of  men  are  sufficiently  re- 


covered to  take  charge  of  her. 


The  Montagu’s  Mail  w7as  thrown  overboard  when 


she  was  boarded.  The  privateer  escaped  with  ease,  owing  to  her  very  superior  sailing. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  make  these  particulars  known  to  their  Lordships  the  Post- 
master General,  and  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 


C.  Saverland,  Esq  j 
Falmouth.  J 


I am,  &c.  &c.  See. 

(Signed)  G.  Stuart  Bruce. 


Dear  Sir,  Orotava,  Teneriffe,  1 1 Nov.  1813.  Enclosure  (2) 

I wrote  to  you  under  the  5th  current,  as  per  foregoing  copy:  On  the  7th  I had  Mr. Gay’s, 
such  of  the  wounded  as  required  constant  surgical  attendance,  landed  and  sent  to  my  11  ^ov- l8,3- 
country  house;  and  the  Spanish  surgeon  and  his  assistant  having  arrived  on  the  evening 
of  the  8th,  the  Lady  Pelham  continued  her  voyage  early  on  the  following  morning 
with  a fine  North-easter.  One  of  the  seamen  (Thomas  Kelway)  died  of  his  wounds 
on  the  gth  : this  I trust  will  be  our  only  loss,  although  the  wounds  of  several  of  them 
are  very  severe,  and  particularly  those  of  the  first  officer  Mr.  Watkins,  whose  very 
gallant  conduct  in  the  action,  and  exemplary  patience  under  his  sufferings,  will,  I trust, 
recommend  him  to  promotion.  This  being  an  open  roadsted,  from  which  vessels  are 
liable  to  be  blown  out  with  the  loss  of  their  anchors  and  cables,  I have  ordered  the 
pilot,  in  whom  I can  confide,  to  conduct  the  Montagu  to  Sta  Cruz,  where  her  rigging 
will  be  repaired,  and  the  shot  holes  effectually  stopped.  The  surgeon  is  of  opinion  that 
the  invalids  will  not  be  in  a situation  to  embark  in  less  than  a month,  and  both  the 
remaining  officers  being  among  the  wounded,  I shall  of  course  be  obliged  to  detain  the 
packet,  unless  a man  of  war  should  fortunately  happen  to  touch  here,  from  which  1 
might  obtain  surgical  aid  for  the  sick  during  the  vovage. 

C.  Saverland,  Esquire, I I am,  &c.  &c.  See. 

Falmouth.  J (Signed)  G.  Stuart  Bruce. 


Sir,  Falmouth,  January  2,  1814. 

I request  you  to  accept  my  acknowledgements  for  your  favour  of  the  29th  ult. 

I beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  submit  to  their  Lordships  the  Postmaster  General, 
the  propriety  of  having  an  examination  of  the  crew  of  the  Mohtagu,  on  the  arrival 
of  that  vessel.  The  reasons  for  an  application  of  this  sort,  where  the  parties  may 
not  only  at  a future  period  be  absent  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  but  may  in  many 
instances  have  left  the  Service,  to  say  nothing  of  risks  and  accidents,  and  the  ordinary 
chances  of  mortality,  are  so  obvious  and  self-evident,  that  I shall  not  use  any  argu- 
ments to  support  it.  Should  their  Lordships,  however,  be  of  opinion  that  this  pro- 
ceeding would  be  liable  to  any  objection,  I shall  feel  satisfied  that  the  decision  has 
-been  come  to  on  sufficient  grounds. 

I have  thg  honour  to  be, 

F.  Freeling,  Esquire.  Sir,  Sec. 


*°7. 

Letter  from 
Pering,  Esq. 
Francis  Ereeli 
Esq.  Jay.  2,  1 


Allen  Bering. 
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N°  8. 

Mr.  Watkins  ap- 
pointed 29  Jan. 
1814.. 


N*g. 

Letter  from 
A.  Pering,  Esq.  to 
F.  Freeling,  Esq. 
5th  Feb.  1814. 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO  TIIE 

MINUTE. 

For  Lord  Chichester, 

There  are  still  two  vacancies  at  Falmouth  in  his  Lordship’s  gift : Mr.  Freeling  re- 
quests his  attention  to  the  enclosed  paper  : the  Service  is  much  pressed  both  for 
ships  and  commanders.  Lord  Chichester  said  he  would  give  one  of  the  appointments 
to  Mr.  Watkins,  whoso  bravely  fought  the  Montagu,  and  was  so  severely  wounded. 
There  was  a little  hesitation  as  it  might  regard  Mr.  Pering  of  the  Pelham,  whose 
conduct  is  to  be  enquired  into  on  his  return. 

The  conduct,  however,  of  Watkins  was  so  decidedly  brave,  and  so  many  testimo- 
nies have  been  sent  home  in  commendation  of  it,  that  Mr.  Freeling  suggests  to  Lord 
Chichester  to  carry  his  intentions  into  effect  immediately , conceiving  that  the  question 
as  to  Pering  cannot  be  prejudged  by  the  advancement  of  Watkins , whose  conduct 
cannot  be  called  into  question.  Watkins  was  long  since  recommended  to  Lord  Chi- 
chester by  Lord  Somers. 

His  Lordship  will  be  so  good  as  to  think  of  the  other  appointment,  it  being  un- 
derstood that  the  gallant  Cunningham,  if  he  recover  from  his  wounds,  is  to  have  the  ap- 
pointment following  as  a joint  appointment. 

• ' 
General  Post-Office,  ^ (Signed) 

29  Jan.  1 Si 4.  J F.  Freeling. 

Let  Mr.  Watkins’s  Appointment  be  made  out  immediately. 

(Signed)  Chichester. 

Sir,  Falmouth,  February  5,  1814. 

I beg  leave  to  disclaim  the  remotest  idea  of  questioning  the  right  of  their  Lordships 
the  Postmaster  General  to  select  such  objects  tor  their  patronage  and  favour  as  they 
may  think  proper;  whilst  l feel  it  my  duty,  in  the  absence  of  my  brother,  and  on  his 
behalf,  most  respectfully  to  submit  to  their  Lordships,  some  observations  on  the  recent 
promotion  of  Mr.  Watkins,  late  Master  of  the  Montagu,  to  a command  in  their 
service. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  late  action  between  His  Majesty’s  packets  Montagu  and 
Pelham  and  an  American  privateer,  Mr.  Watkins  has  represented  to  their  Lordships, 
through  their  Agent  Mr.  Saverland,  that  the  Pelham  “ fought  shy;”  a charge  unques- 
tionably of  a heavy  nature,  and  calling  for  the  strictest  investigation ; the  more  so  if 
possible,  by  contrast,  as  proceeding  from  one  who  records  his  ow  n determination, 
“ that  the  flag  which  was  then  flying  at  the  Montagu’s  gaff,  should  never 
“ be  disgraced.”  On  the  other  hand,  my  brother,  as  Commander  of  the  Pelham, 
writes  Mr.  Saverland  (in  addition  to  his  public  letter)  one  which  is  likew  ise  transmitted 
to  their  Lordships,  in  which  he  assigns  his  motives  (whether  w'ell  or  ill  founded  it  is 
not  for  me  to  enquire)  for  not  stating  in  his  other  letter,  that  before  the  Pelham  could 
bring  the  enemy  to  action,  the  Montagu’s  colours  were  struck ; a variance  so  sur- 
prising as  not  even  to  be  reconciled  by  the  supposition  that  her  colours  might  have 
been  shot  away,  as  it  could  not  be  imagined  that  a circumstance  so  important  could 
escape  Mr.  Watkins’s  attention  when  describing  the  situation  of  her  flag;  and  as  he 
must  have  been  aware  that  the  throwing  over  his  mail,  which  1 understand  is  never 
done  till  the  last  necessity,  would  give  an  air  of  suspicion  to  such  a circumstance  at 
such  a moment,  however  it  might  have  happened ; at  the  same  time  it  seems  no  more 
than  the  exercise  of  common  candour  to  admit,  that  it  is  not  very  probable  that  such  a 
statement  would  be  made  by  one  in  my  brother’s  situation,  without  some  foundation.  I 
submit  these  remarks  to  their  Lordships  as  my  excuse  for  not  imagining  that  there  was 
any  thing  so  peculiar  in  Mr.  Watkins’s  situation  as  to  exempt  him  from  the  form  and 
ceremony  at  least  of  that  trial,  which  I have  alw  ays  understood  to  take  place  as  a mat- 
ter of  course,  and  hitherto  w ithout  any  exception,  upon  the  loss  of  a mail,  and  w hich 
trial,  though  merely  pro  forma , it  might  have  been  expected  would  precede  reward. 
I have  always  been  led  to  think,  too,  that  there  is  something  in  the  situation  of  the 
party  who  prefers  a charge  against  another,  which  subjects  himself  to  a serious  respon- 
sibility, as  the  accusation,  if  unfounded,  but  still  more  so  if  proceeding  from  selfish  or 
improper  motives,  must  retort  on  the  accuser;  and  I believe  that  the  records  of  the 
Admiralty  would  be  searched  in  vain  for  an  instance  of  the  promotion  of  an  officer 
who  had  brought  a charge  against  another,  until  that  charge  was  disposed  of.  May  I 
not  hope  for  their  Lordships  indulgence,  when  I say  that  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Watkins 
under  such  circumstances,  throws  a stigma  on  my  brother’s  character,  and  affords  to 

the 
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the  public  too  strong  grounds  for  imagining  that  an  opinion  has  already  been  formed 

on  the  merits  of  the  parties.  . 

1 be*‘f  leave  to  renew  the  application  made  by  my  letter  of  the  2d  ultimo,  for  an 
examination  of  the  crew  of  the  Montagu,  of  the  necessity  for  which  i now  feel  an 
additional  conviction,  and  to  add  the  request,  that  as  the  representative  of  my  brother, 
I may  be  at  liberty  to  attend  such  examination. 

F.  Freeling,  Esquire.  I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  Allen  Bering. 


Sir,  Falmouth,  March  5,  181 4. 

The  Montague  packet  having  arrived  from  Scilly,  I deemed  it  expedient,  without 
loss  of  time,  on  account  of  the  dispersion  of  the  officers  and  seamen  ot  His  Majesty  s 
packets,  almost  immediately  after  their  arrival  in  port,  to  convene  a Committee  cl 
Captains  to  enquire  into  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  the  King’s  Mail  and  Dispatches, 
thrown  overboard  in  action  with  the  Montague  packet  on  the  2d  ol  November  last, 
the  packet  afterwards  beating  the  privateer  off,  after  a most  desperate  and  gallant 
defence.  And  enclosed  I send  you  the  Reportand  Opinion  of  the  Committee,  together 
with  the  Answers  . of  the  officers  and  crew  to  the  general  and  leading  Questions  put 
to  them. 

I am,  Sir, 

Francis  Freeling,  Esquire.  T our  most  obedient 

and  verv  humble  Servant, 


N°  10. 

Letter  from  C.  Sa- 
verland,  Esq.  Agent 
at  Falmouth,  dated 
5 March  1814,  to 
Francis  Freeling, 
Esq.  (with  3 Jin- 
closures.) 


(Signed) 


C.  Saver  land,  Agent. 


At  a Committee  of  Captains  held  at  the  Packet  Office,  the  5di  day  of  March  1S1  Enclosure  (1)  in 

C.  Saveriand's, 

* ’ Present,  5 March  1014, 

* 

Captains  Bull, 

- - - - Lawrance, 

-----  Schuyler, 

- - - - Cock. 


This  Committee  was  called  by  direction  of  the  Agent,  Christopher  Saverland,  Esq. 
on  the  standing  order  of  my  Lords  the  Postmaster  General,  to  enquire  into  the 
cause  of  the  loss  of  His  Majesty’s  Mails,  thrown  overboard  and  sunk  from  the 
Montagu  packet,  whilst  in  action  with  an  American  privateer,  on  the  3d  day  of 
November  last;  and  also  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  the  charge  made  by  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Pelham  packet,  in  company  with  the  Montagu,  and  viewing  the  whole 
of  the  action,  that  the  Montagu  had  surrendered  to  the  enemy,  having  struck  the 
colours;  and  to  enquire  what  assistance  was  afforded  to  the  Montagu  by  the  Pelham 
whilst  the  Montagu  was  engaged  with  the  privateer. 

In  consequence  of  which,  this  Committee  examined  Mr.  Watkins,  as  also  the 
Master,  Gunner,  Boatswain,  and  aii  the  crew  of  the  Montagu  ; from  whose  declara- 
tions this  Committee  is  of  opinion,  that  the  ship  was  defended  in  a most  gallant 
manner;  and  that  under  the  existing  circumstances  the  Commander  was  fully  justified 
in  throwing  the  Mail  overboard;  and  that  the  colours  were  shot  away,  but  were 
immediately  re-hoisted,  and  were  never  afterwards  hauled  down  during  the  action. 

(Signed)  John  Ball, 

Edzv.  Lawrance, 

(A  true  Copy.)  Ad.  Schuyler,  jun. 

' ■ James  Cock. 

(Signed)  J.  Tippet,  Secretary  to  the  Captains’  Committee. 

Sir,  Falmouth,  2d  March  1S14.  Enclosure  (2)  in 

In 

being 

packets  afterwards  escaping;  you  will  lie  pleased,  on  account  of  my  indisposition,  as 
senior  Commander  in  Port,  to  preside  at  a Committee  of  Captains,  on  Friday  morn- 
ing next,  to  be  liolden  at  the  Packet  Office,  to  enquire  into  the  cause  of  the  loss  of 
His  Majesty’s  Mails,  thrown  overboard  and  sunk  from  the  Montagu  packet  while  in 
action  with  an  American  privateer  on  the  2d  of  November  last.  In  this  enquiry  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  will  naturally  be  directed  to  the  apparent  necessity  of 
parting  with  the  Mail,  the  privateer  having  been  beat 'oft  after  the  Mail  was  sunk.' 
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The  nest  object  of  your  enquiry  will  be  into  the  truth  of  a charge  made  bv  the 
Commander  of  the  Pelham  packet,  in  company  with  the  Montagu,  and  viewing  the 
whole  of  the  action,  that  the  Montagu  had  surrendered  to  the  enemy,  having  struck 
her  colours;  and  finally,  you  will  enquire  what  assistance  was  afforded  to  the 
Montagu  by  the  Pelham,  while  the  Montagu  was  engaged  with  the  privateer. 
Mr.  Watkins  the  Master,  who  succeeded  to  the  command  upon  the  death  of  Captain 
Norway,  having  stated  to  the  Board  that  he  received  no  assistance  from  the  Pelham 
during  the  time  he  was  engaged  with  the  privateer.  It  is  not  meant  that  the  Coni- 
mittee  should  go  minutely  into  this  question,  but  merely  to  ascertain  the  fact,  whether 
the  Pelham  did,  or  did  not  assist  the  Montagu  as  aforesaid ; the  Commander  of  the 
Pelham  having,  through  his  brother,  requested  that  an  enquiry  might  be  held  upon 
his  conduct. 

No  persons  are  to  be  present  at  this  enquiry  but  the  Committee,  and  the  Officers 
and  Crew  of  the  Montagu  packet. 

I am,  Sir,  &c. 

Captain  John  Bull.  (Signed)  C.  Sctccrland. 


Enclosure  (3)  m 
C.  Saverland’s, 

5 March  1814. 


To  Mr.  "Watkins. 


Question. 

1st.  What  was  the  cause  cf  the  less  of 
the  Mail,  as  it  appears  you  beat  oft"  the 
privateer  ? 


2d.  Did  the  Montagu  surrender  to  the 
enemy  at  any  time  during  the  action  ? 


3d.  What  assistance  did  the  Pelham 
render  the  Montagu  during  the  engage- 
ment ? 


Answer. 

That  they  repulsed  the  enemy  in  his 
first  attempt  to  board,  but  that  his  second 
attempt  was  so  very  formidable,  that  ho 
deemed  it  necessary  to  sink  the  Mail  to 
prevent  its  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

No;  her  colours  were  shot  away  and 

rehoisted  immediately  in  the  starboard 

main  rigging,  and  she  continued  engaging 

the  privateer  as  long  as  the  shot  would 

reach  her ; and  the  pendant  was  flying 

during  the  whole  of  the  action. 

• » 

None. 


Answers  to  the  same  Questions,  by  the  Master,  John  T.  Horbert. 

1 st.  The  master  and  several  of  the  crew  of  the  Montagu  being  wounded,  the  captain 
and  surgeon  killed,  and  the  attempt  to  board  the  Montagu  the  second  time  being  made 
by  at  least  20  men,  Mr.  Watkins  deemed  it  absolutely  necessary  to  sink  the  Mail, 
which  was  done. 

2d.  The  Montagu  never  surrendered  at  all ; that  the  colours  were  shot  away,  and 
Mr.  Watkins  was  on  deck  when  the  colours  were  shot  away;  and  that  he  (the  Master) 
came  on  deck  when  a man  (named  Butler)  was  fixing  them  up  again  in  the  main 
rigging  ; and  that  the  pendant  was  flying  during  the  w hole  of  the  action  ; and  after  the 
colours  w ere  fixed  up  in  the  main  rigging,  the  larboard  guns  were  fired. 

3d.  The  Pelham  rendered  the  Montagu  no  assistance ; and  the  Master  (who  was 
stationed  forward)  never  saw  her  fire  but  one  gun  during  the  engagement  between  the 
privateer  and  the  Montagu  ; but  after  the  privateer  sheered  off,  and  appeared  to  be 
w’ater-logged,  the  Pelham  engaged  the  privateer  as  she  passed  the  Pelham,  which  the 
privateer  returned. 

Answers  to  the  same  Questions,  by  the  Gunner,  Charles  Hansell. 

1st.  The  Montagu  had  so  many  men  killed  and  w ounded  w hen  the  enemy  made  the 
second  attempt  to  board  ; and  that  on  Hansell's  coming  upon  deck,  he  saw  the  privateer 
coming  right  down  on  the  Montagu's  larboard  quarter,  with  every  appearance  of 
boarding;  upon  which  Mr.  Watkins  gave  orders  to  sink  the  Mail,  and  which  was 
immediately  thrown  overboard. 

2d.  She  never  surrendered  ; when  he  (Hansell)  came  npon  deck,  the  ensign  was 
down;  that  he  himseli  hoi-tecl  it  again  to  the  larboard  inaintepping  lift,  and  that  soon 
atter  a larger  ensign  was  fixed  in  the  main  rigging;  and  that  when  Mr.  W atkins  went 
below  wounded,  he  said  to  Hansell,  “ never  strike  the  colours  whilst  there  is  a man 
able  to  stand  on  deck  ; ‘ that  the  pendant  continued  flying  all  the  time,  and  till  the 
lollowing  morning. 


3d.  He 
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3d.  lie  was  below  most  of  the  time,  but  when  he  was  upon  deck,  he  never  saw  the 
Pelham  tender  any  assistance  to  the  Montagu. 

Answers  to  the  same  Questions  by  the  Boatswain,  "William  Woon. 

ist.  The  enemy  appeared  to  be  making  a second  attempt  to  board  the  Montagu, 
who  had  at  that  time  a great  many  men  killed  and  wounded,  when  Mr.  Watkins  ex- 
pecting from  the  enemy’s  superiority  in  men  would  take  the  packet,  deemed  it  necessary 
to  sink  the  Mail. 

2d.  The  Montagu  never  did  surrender,  the  pendant  was  Hying  during  the  whole  of 
the  action,  that  the  peck  haulyards  were  shot  away,  and  the  colours  came  down,  but 
were  immediately  hoisted  in  the  larboard  main  rigging. 

3d.  The  Pelham  gave  no  assistance  when  the  privateer  hoarded  the  Montagu  (when 
it  was  required,)  but  during  the  whole  of  the  time  the  Montagu  was  engaging,  the 
Pelham  kept  right  a-head  of  the  Montagu,  and  never  fired  but  one  gun,  which  was  a 
stern  chace ; hut  that  after  the  privateer  had  sheered  off  from  the  Montagu,  the  Pelham 
exchanged  a few  broadsides  with  her. 

O 


Answers  to  the  same  Questions,  by  George  Butler. 

2d.  The  Montagu  never  surrendered,  but  the  peek  haulyards  were  shot  away,  and 
the  colours  fell  down,  when  Mr.  Watkins  sung  out  to  hoist  them  again  as  quick  as 
possible,  and  that  lie  (Butler)  fixed  them  up  immediately  in  the  larboard  main  rigging  ; 
that  the  pendant  was  flying  the  whole  time. 

And  the  whole  of  the  crew  were  then  called,  and  answered  to  the  same  Questions, — 

1st.  That  the  Mail  was  sunk  in  consequence  of  an  apprehension  that  the  privateer 
was  going  to  board  them  a second  time  w ith  a great  force. 

2d.  The  Montagu  never  surrendered,  the  colours  were  shot  awav,  but  were  rc- 
hoisted  in  the  larboard  main  rigging,  and  the  pendant  was  flying  all  the  time. 

3d.  The  Pelham  never  rendered  the  Montagu  any  assistance  ; she  only  fired  one  shot, 
(which  was  a stern  chace)  during  the  time  the  Montagu  was  engaged.  That  after  the 
privateer  sheered  off,  the  Pelham  exchanged  some  shot  with  the  privateer  at  the  time 
the  privateer  passed  her  to  windward. 

Questions  and  Answers  taken  down  by  me, 

James  Tippet,  Secretary  to  the  Captains’  Committee. 


Sir,  General  Post  Office,  15th  March  1814. 

I have  laid  before  my  Lords  the  Postmaster  General,  your  Letter  of  the  5th  instant, 
enclosing  the  Proceedings  of  a Court  of  Enquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
action  of  the  Montagu  packet,  on  the  2d  November  last,  off  Teneriffe,  with  an 
American  privateer  of  very  superior  force,  in  which  the  Mail  was  thrown  overboard 
and  sunk  ; hut  the  enemy  at  length  beat  off,  after  a desperate  and  gallant  defence  : And 
it  is  gatifying  to  my  Lords  to  remark,  that  the  result  of  this  enquiry  fully  establishes  the 
gallantry  of  Mr.  Watkins,  who  took  the  command  of  the  Montagu  after  the  death  of 
the  lamented  Captain  Norway,  and  the  good  conduct  of  his  brave  crew,  and  that  he 
was  entirely  justified  by  the  circumstances  in  throwing  the  Mail  overboard. 

C.  Saverland,  Esquire, d I am,  &c. 

Falmouth.  j (Signed)  F.  Freeling , 

Secretary. 


Sir,  Falmouth,  March  16,  1814. 

As  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham  packet  may  be  daily  expected  from  the  Brazils,  I beg 
to  be  informed  whether  Mr.  Pering,  Acting  Commander  of  that  ship  in  the  absence 
of  Captain  Stephens,  is  to  be  called  before  a Committee  of  Captains  to  account  for  bis 
conduct  in  not  assisting  the  Montagu  packet  during  the  time  she  was  engaged  w ith  the 
Globe  American  privateer,  which  it  is  supposed  the  Pelham  might  have  done,  as  it 
appears,  by  the  evidence  upon  Captain  Watkins  Enquiry,  that  the  Pelham  was  during 
the  action  within  musket-shot  of  the  Montagu,  and  had  it  in  her  power  to  have 
afforded  the  most  material  assistance. 

I am,  Sir,  &c. 

Francis  Freeling,  Esquire.  C.  Saverland,  Agent. 


N®  11. 

Letter  from 
F.  Freeling,  Esq.  to 
C.  Saverland,  Esq. 
15  March  1814. 


N®  12. 

Letter  from 
C.  Saverland,  Esq. 
to  Francis  Fueling, 
Esq  16  March 
1814. 
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N°  13. 
Letter  from 
F.  Freeling,  Esq.  to 
C.  isaverland,  11s q. 
19  March  1814. 


N°  14. 

Letter  from 
Mr.  Savei land  to 
F.  Freeling,  E&q. 
dated  Falmouth, 
ao  March  1814; 
enclosing  a Letter 
from  Mr.  Thomas 
Pering  of  1 gMaich. 


Enclosure  in 
Mr.  Saverland's. 


15. 

Letter  from 
F.  Freeling,  F.sq.  to 
C Saverland.  Esq. 
23  March  1814. 


N°  1 6. 

Letter  from 
Mr.  Saverland  to 
F.  Freeling,  Esq. 
23  March  1814; 
enclosing  a Letter 
from  Mr.  Thomas 
Pering. 


Sir,  General  Post  Office,  19  March,  1814. 

When  Mr.  Pering,  the  Acting  Commander  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham  packet, 
arrives  from  the  Frazils,  he  must  be  called  upon  before  a Committee  of  Captains,  to 
account  for  his  conduct  in  not  assisting  the  Montagu  packet  during  the  time  she  was 
engaged  with  the  Globe  American  privateer;  which  it  appears,  by  the  evidence  upon 
Captain  Watkins’s  Enquiry,  he  might  have  done. 

This  measure  is  not  only  due  to  the  Service,  but  to  the  individual  w hose  brother 
has  applied  in  the  most  forcible  terms  for  the  strictest  investigation  of  the  circum- 
stances, and  w hich  will  be  made  w ith  deliberation,  fairness  and  impartiality. 

I send  you  a variety  of  papers  on  this  subject,  a reference  to  which  may  become 
necessary  in  the  course  of  the  Enquiry,  after  which,  you  will  return  them  to  me. 

C.  Saverland,  Esquire,^  I am,  &c. 

Falmouth.  J (Signed)  F Freeling , 

Secretary. 

Sir,  Falmouth,  20  March,  1814. 

I enclose  a Letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  Pering,  late  Acting  Commander  of  the  Lady 
Mary  Pelham  packet,  requesting  a copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of 
Captains,  lately  held  to  enquire  into  the  necessity  of  the  cause  of  the  Commander 
of  the  Montagu  sinking  her  Mail,  whilst  engaged  with  an  American  privateer,  and 
request  your  directions  thereon. 

F.  Freeling,  Esquire,!  I am,  Sir,  &c. 

ike.  &c.  &c.  J C.  Saverland , Agent. 

Sir,  Falmouth,  19  March  1814. 

As  I understand  that  the  assistance  rendered  bv  the  Pelham  to  the  Montagu,  was 
one  of  the  subjects  of  the  Proceedings  before  the  Committee  of  Captains  on  the 
4th  instant,  I request  to  be  furnished  with  a copy  of  those  Proceedings. 

C.  Saverland,  Esquire,^  I have  the  honour  to  be,  See.  See.  See. 

Falmouth.  J Thomas  Pering. 


Sir,  General  Post  Office,  23d  March  1814. 

I have  received  your  Letter  of  the  20th  inst.  with  one  from  Mr.  Thomas  Pering, 
late  Acting  Commander  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham  packet,  requesting  a copy  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Captains,  lately  held  to  enquire  into  (he  necessity 
of  the  Commander  of  the  Montagu  sinking  his  Mail  while  engaged  with  an  American 
privateer. 

Every  information  should  be  afforded  to  Mr.  Pering,  winch  may  be  material  to  him, 
before  the  Committee  called  to  enquire  into  the  cause  of  his  not  assisting  the  Montagu 
whilst  site  was  engaged  with  the  American  privateer;  but  ad  the  parties  are  now  on 
the  spot,  and  Mr.  Pering  will  have  the  advantage  of  calling  upon  them  for  their 
evidence  before  the  Committee;  it  is  therefore  doubtful  how  far  this  request  can  be 
complied  with. 

If  however  it  should  appear  to  you  to  be  necessary  for  Lis  Defence,  you  will 
furnish  him  with  a copy  accordingly. 

I am,  Si c. 

G.  Saverland,  Esq.  Falmouth.  (Signed)  F.  Freeling,  Secretary. 

Sir,  Falmouth,  23d  March  1S14. 

Mr.  Hcnrv  Freeling  has  forwarded  to  me  your  Letter  of  the  1 oth  instant,  directing 
that  Mr  Pering,  the  Acting  Commander  of  the  Lad  v M ary  Pelham  packet,  be  called 
before  a Committee  of  Captains,  “ to  account  tor  his  conduct  in  not  assisting  the 
“ Montagu  packet,  during  the  time  she  was  engaged  with  the  Globe  American 
“ privateer,”  which  it  appears,  by  the  evidence  upon  Capt.  Watkins’s  enquiry,  he 
might  have  done. 

I apprehend  the  nature  of  the  enquiry  is  to  be  precisely,  as  you  have  stated,  and  that 
the  Coipm  ttec  are  not  to  go  into  any  extraneous  matter,  at  the  pleasure  of  Mr. 

Pering, 
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Pering,  respecting  Mr.  Watkins,  and  liis  conduct  after  he  succeeded  to  the  command 
of  the  Montagu,  a Committee  having  already  decided,  and  reported  their  opinions 
thereon  to  the  Postmaster  General. 

I enclose  a letter  from  Mr.  Pering  respecting  evidence.  It  appears  right  that  the 
whole  of  the  Montagu's  crew  should  be  present  at  the  enquiry,  and  particularly  the 
mate,  who  is  with  his  friends  at  Plymouth  ; and  I request  your  directions,  whether 
I may  send  for  him,  and  desire  that  the  ship’s  companies  of  both  ships  attend,  and 
that  they  may  receive  their  pay  and  subsistence  until  the  enquiry  is  concluded,  which 
was  allowed  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Prince  Adolphus,  upon  Capt.  Boulderson’s 
enquiry. 

I am,  &c. 

Francis  Freeling,  Esq.  London.  (Signed)  C.  Saverland. 

Sir,  Flushing,  23d  March  1814. 

I beo  to  apprize  you,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  the  Postmaster  General, 

that  the  presence  of  Charles  Hansell,  gunner,  Tho.  Coverdale,  carpenter,  ■ 

Brewer,  steward's  mate,  and Nicholls,  seaman,  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Mon- 

tagu, will  be  very  desirable  on  the  investigation  of  the  charge  preferred  by  my  letter 
of  yesterday. 

I shall  lose  no  time  in  communicating  the  names  of  any  other  persons  whose 
attendance  may  be  proper,  that  their  Lordships  may  be  enabled  to  adopt  die  necessary 
measures. 

I have  the  honour,  See. 

C.  Saverland,  Esq.  Falmouth.  (Signed)  Tho.  Pering. 


Sir,  General  Post-Office,  26  March  1814. 

I have  received  yours  of  the  23d  instant,  and  its  enclosure. 

I conceive  that  the  enquiries  of  the  Committee  should  be  confined  to  the  point  of 
calling  upon  Mr.  Pering  to  account  for  his  conduct  in  not  assisting  the  Montagu 
packet  during  the  time  she  was  engaged  with  the  Globe  American  privateer. 

If  after  the  Committee  have  expressed  their  opinion  upon  that  point  for  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Postmaster  General,  Mr.  Pering  should  think  it  necessary  to  exhibit  auy 
charge  against  Mr.  Watkins,  it  should  be  transmitted  hither,  for  their  Lordships  to 
consider  whether  there  are  sufficient  grounds  to  justify  them  in  directing  that 
mittce  should  be  convened  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into  the  same. 

I agree  with  you  that  the  whole  of  the  Montagu’s  crew  should  be  present  at  the 
Enquiry,  as  likewise  every  individual  which  you  or  Mr.  Pering  may  think  necessary  for 
his  Defence,  and  you  will  act  accordingly. 


C.  Saverland,  Esq. 


I am,  &c. 


(Signed) 


F.  Freeling,  Secretary. 


Sir,  Falmouth,  March  21,  1814. 

Most  willingly  would  I think  that  the  promotion  of  Capt.  Watkins  by  my  Lords 
the  Postmaster  General,  could  admit  of  any  other  construction  than  that  affixed  to  it 
by  my  brother’s  letter  of  the  5th  ult.  Carefully  avoiding  all  discussion  on  the  merits  of 
die  question,  I must  be  allowed  to  remark,  that  the  statements  by  Capt.  Watkins 
and  myself,  on  the  subject  of  the  action  between  the  Montagu  and  Pelham  and  the 

Globe  privateer,  do  not  differ  on  matters  of  merely  trifling  or  ordinary  import ; — 

they  are  so  decidedly  at  variance  with  each  other,  and  on  points  so  deeply  interesting, 
as  to  place  our  respective  characters  completely  at  stake  on  the  issue ; — to  me  it  seems 
a necessary  conclusion,  that  one  of  us  has  forfeited  all  pretensions  to  truth,  manliness 
and  honour  : a situation  so  delicate,  seems  to  demand  from  the  tribunal,  which  has  to 

pronounce  sentence  between  us,  a procedure  the  most  cautious — the  most  scrupulously 
just;  and  it  is  with  regret,  therefore,  that  I feel  myself  bound  tc  slate,  that  the  pro- 
motion of  Capt.  Watkins  by  their  Lordships,  is  a step  which  I in  vain  endeavour  to 
reconcile  with  that  suspension  of  opinion  which  is  expected  from  those  who  have  a 
judicial  function  to  exercise,  and  which  is  so  essential  to  the  administration  of  impar- 

tial justice.  I will  not  take  up  their  Lordships  time  by  any  arguments  to  prove,  what 
seems  to  me  a self-evident  preposition,  that  a reward  conferred  on  either  of  the 

15* 1 * * * * * * **  * £ parties, 


Enclosure  in 
Mr.  Saverland’s, 
23  March  1814. 


N9  17. 

Letter  from 
F.  Freeling,  Esq.  to 
Mr.  Saverland, 

26  March  1814. 


N°  1 8. 

Letter  from 
Mr.  T.  Pering  to 
F.  Freeling,  Esq. 
21  March  18x4. 
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parties  so  circumstanced,  must  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other.  From  the  mo- 
ment of  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Watkins,  I should  have  felt  my  utter  incompetence  to 
cope  with  him  in  the  estimation  of  their  Lordships,  independent  of  the  subsequent 
proceedings  which  have  taken  place: — what  a contrast  do  they  afford  to  that  “ strict 
and  minute  investigation,  ’ which  you  so  properly  deem  necessary  when  my  conduct 
is  the  subject  of  discussion  1 The  promotion  of  Capt.  Watkins,  previous  to  any  in- 
vestigation, might  be  deemed  the  result  of  a conviction,  that  the  circumstances  spoke 
so  strongly  in  his  favour,  as  to  render  all  enquiry  superfluous,  if  the  recent  proceedings 
before  the  Committee  of  Captains  did  not  shew,  that  though  promotion  might  pre- 
cede, it  did  not  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  enquiry,  even  when  the  subject  was 
not  only  the  loss  of  a Mail,  hut  the  fact  of  striking  colours.  Whatever  opinion  I 
might  entertain  of  a proceeding  which  took  place  in  the  absence  of  the  persons, 
without  whose  evidence  it  could  deserve  little  better  than  the  name  of  an  enquiry; 
and  however  I might  he  at  a loss  to  find  any  thing  analogous  to  the  mode  which  I 
understand  to  have  been  adopted,  I should  have  abstained  from  all  comment  on  the 
occasion,  had  its  objects  been  confined  to  the  Montagu,  fully  satisfied  that  no  other 
than  the  actual  result  could  be  anticipated  from  such  a proceeding ; but  when  I find 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Pelham  is  one  of  the  subjects  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  is  directed,  I cannot  repress  my  astonishment,  that  such  a measure 
should  be  resorted  to  at  a time  when  she  might  have  been  hourly  expected,  or  that  in 
a case  of  such  extreme  urgency  as  to  forbid  delay,  their  Lordships  should  not  have 
been  anxious  to  avail  themselves  of  my  brother’s  application  to  be  present  on  my 
behalf  when  the  crew  of  the  Montagu  should  be  examined.  I can  conceive  the 

; O 

existence  of  a motive  for  not  complying  with  such  application,  but  I cannot  so  easily 
find  an  excuse  for  its  not  being  honoured  by  that  notice  which  civility  would  prescribe 
amongst  individuals,  and  from  which  I have  never  before  understood  Public  Boards 
to  consider  themselves  exempt.  I feel  it  my  duty,  however,  to  state  to  their  Lord- 
ships,  that  had  the  above  proceeding  been  deferred  until  the  arrival  of  the  Pelham, 
they  might,  in  addition  to  the  regret  occasioned  by  the  loss  of  the  Montagu’s  Mail, 
have  had  the  mortification  to  find,  that,  extraordinary  as  it  would  seem,  it  was  lost 
after  the  period  that  the  Pelham,  by  closing  with  the  enemy,  had  removed  every 
rational  apprehension  for  its  safety. 

I would  not  willingly  speak  of  myself;  I claim  no  credit  for  the  motives  which  in- 
duced me  to  volunteer  a dangerous  service;  all  I wish  is  impartial  justice.  It  is 
painful  to  me  to  reflect,  that  the  tribunal  to  which  I should  naturally  have  looked  for 
such  justice,  has  placed  itself  in  a situation  which  renders  itself  incompetent  to  the 
vindication  of  my  honour,  without  retracing  its  own  steps  : most  anxiously  do  I wish 
for  an  immediate  investigation  of  my  conduct,  and  that  it  may  take  place  under  such 
.circumstances  as  may  prevent  the  necessity  of  seeking  elsewhere  that  which  I would 
willingly  receive  from  their  Lordships. 

I have  the  honour,  & c. 

Francis  Freeling,  Esq.  (Signed)  T.  Pering. 


15*  iq.  Sir,  General  Post-Office,  26th  March  1814- 

Letter  from  I send  you  copy  of  a Letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Pering,  late  Acting  Com- 
Mr  ^averknd  ^ '°  mander  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham  packet. 

*6  March  1814.  You  will  put  out  of  your  consideration  the  passages  which  reflect  on  my  alleged 
want  of  civility,  &c.  and  the  insinuation  that  justice  may  net  be  rendered  in  his  case; 
and  the  threat  to  apply  to  some  other  tribunal. 

In  order  to  free  the  proceedings  from  the  objection  which  Mr.  Pering  imputes  to  it, 
if  there  are  Commanders  sufficient  in  Falmouth  to  form  a Committee  of  Enquiry, 
it  may  be  composed  of  such  as  did  not  form  the  Court  of  Enquiry  in  Captain 
Watkins’s  case. 

It  is  difficult  however  to  comprehend  how  any  solid  objection  can  be  made  to  a 
Committee  of  Captains  at  Falmouth,  however  that  Committee  may  be  composed  j 
they  can  only  be  actuated  by  the  principles  and  feeling  of  justice  towards  the  indi- 
vidual, and  regard  for  the  character  of  the  service. 

You  will  particularly  notice  what  Mr.  Pering  says  as  to  the  unnecessary  sinking  of 
the  Montagu’s  Mail. 

o % * 

You  will  distinctly  explain  to  the  Commanders  who  formed  the  Committee  that  sat 
upon  Captain  Watkins,  that  their  being  excluded  from  the  investigation  in  Mr. 
Bering’s  case,  is  not  meant,  in  the  most  distant  way,  to  cast  any  imputation  on  their 

proceedings, 
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proceedings,  but  to  prevent  Mr.  Pering  fro^i  having  the  smallest  reason  to  complain 
tliat  he  is  not  fairly  dealt  by. 

I am,  &c. 

C.  Saverland,  Esq.  Falmouth.  (Signed)  F.  Freeling , Secretary. 


Sir, 


Falmouth,  March  25th,  1814. 


I enclose  a Letter  I received  this  afternoon,  from  Mr.  Tho.  Periug,  and  the 


N°  20. 
Letter  from 


ropy  of  my  reply.  „ s 

Mr.  Allen  Poring  has  been  on  board  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham,  putting  questions  to  t0  Frun^^Freel'ing' 
tlie  crew,  and  taking  down  their  answers  in  writing.  Esq.  25  Mar.  1814! 

It  appears  to  me,  that  Mr.  Tho.  Pering  will  not  attend  the  enquiry,  and  if  (with  2 Enclosures.) 
this  should  prove  to  be  the  case,  I beg  to  submit  it  to  your  better  judgment,  whether 
an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  other  officers  and  ship's  company  of  the  Pelham, 
should  not  be  entered  into,  to  ascertain  from  what  cause  that  ship  did  not  support  the 
Montagu  during  the  time  she  was  engaged  with  the  Globe  American  privateer. 

I am,  &c. 

F.  Freeling,  Esq.  C.  Saverland , Agent. 


Sir,  Falmouth,  March  25th,  1814. 

I did  not  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  2 2d,  enclosing  the  duplicate  of  Enclosure (1)  m 
a letter  you  had  transmitted  to  Mr.  Freeling,  because  I thought  it  perfectly  unneces-  c-  Saverland’*, 
sary.  That  letter  was  forwarded.  25  March  18  ‘T 

With  respect  to  the  one  of  the  following  day,  mentioning  the  names  of  seamen 
belonging  to  the  Montagu,  whom  you  wish  to  attend  the  Committee,  it  will  perhaps 
save  you  some  trouble  in  acquainting  you,  that  the  whole  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham’s 
and  Montagu’s  crews  will  be  ordered  to  attend. 

I am,  Sir,  &c. 

Tho.  Pering,  Esq.  C.  Saverland. 

Sir,  Flushing,  March  24,  1814. 

Bv  the  date  of  your  Letter  of  to-day,  it  appears  that  the  directions  of  the  Post-  Enclosure  (2)  in 
master  General  which  you  communicate,  were  given,  not  only  before  their  Lordships  c-  Saverland’s, 
receipt  of  mine  of  the  22d,  transmitted  through  you,  and  of  the  charge  conveyed  by  25  March  l8lT 
that  of  the  same  date  addressed  to  yourself,  but  before  they  could  have  received  my 
Letter  of  the  iqth,  requesting  a copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Captains’  Committee, 
and  which,  in  yours  of  the  20th,  you  mention  to  have  forwarded  for  their  deter- 
mination. 

I cannot  well  answer  your  Letter  until  their  Lordships  sentiments  have  been  com- 
municated on  the  points  thus  submitted  to  their  consideration,  and  particularly  on 
my  application  respecting  tire  proceedings  of  the  Captains’  Committee. 

I have  expressed  myself  to  their  Lordships,  in  my  Letter  of  the  22d,  in  terms  I 
trust  sufficiently  clear,  that  my  impression  as  to  these  proceedings  is  by  no  means  ad- 
vantageous to  the  character  of  any  of  the  parties  concerned  in  them  ; and  I feel  myself 
in  candour  bound  to  state,  that  unless  this  impression  be  removed  by  my  ascertaining 
them  to  be  of  a very  different  nature  from  what  I have  at  present  reason  to  imagine) 

I shall  hesitate  before  I submit  any  question  affecting  my  honour  to  a tribunal  so  con- 
stituted. 

My  object  is  to  have  a strict,  but  impartial  investigation  into  my  conduct, 

C.  Saverland,  Esq.  I am,  Sir,  & c. 

Thomas  Pering. 

P.  S.  It  has  escaped  you  to  notice  the  receipt  of  my  Letters  of  the  22d,  and  cf  that 
of  the  following  day,  giving  the  names  of  some  of  the  Montagu’s  crew.  I should  not 
advert  to  this,  which  I conceive  to  be  an  unusual  omission,  but  that  I am  desirous  that 
no  question  should  arise  as  to  iny  communications  reaching  you. 


Sir,  General  Post-Office,  2.8th  March  1814.  , 

I h ave  received  your  Letter  of  the  25th  instant,  enclosing  one  from  Mr.  T.  Pering,  LetterVom 
and  copy  of  your  reply,,  which  appears  to  have  been  a very  proper  one.  F.  Freeling,  Esq.  to 

A£  you  give  it  as  your  opinion  from  the  present  state  of  the  case,  that  it  is  probable  Saverland, 
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N°  22. 
Letter  from 
F.  Freeling,  Esq.  to 
Tho.  Pering,  Esq. 
26  March  1^14. 


K°  23. 
Letter  from 
Mr.  Tho.  Pering  to 
F.  Freeling,  Esq. 

29  March  1814. 
(with  1 Enclosure.) 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

Mr.  T.  Pering  will  not  attend  the  Committee  of  Enquiry,  there  seems  to  be  no  ob- 
jection in  such  case,  to  your  proposition  of  holding  an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
other  officers  and  ship’s  company  of  the  Pelham,  to  ascertain  from  what  cause  that 
ship  did  not  support  the  Montagu  during  her  engagement  with  the  Globe  American 
privateer;  and  with  this  view  of  the  subject,  I annex  the  observations  I have  found  it 
necessary  to  make  on  your  Letter,  previous  to  laying  it  before  my  Lords  the  Post- 
master General,  and  which  I have  no  doubt  their  Lordships  will  approve,  for  your 
information. 

“ Your  Lordships  will  bear  in  recollection,  that  the  enquiry  into  Mr.  Pering's 
“ conduct  was  suggested  and  solicited  by  his  brother. 

“ It  became  your  Lordships  duty  to  make  this  enquiry,  even  without  such 
“ solicitation. 

“ What  Mr.  Savcrland  su2gests  in  the  event  of  Mr.  Thomas  Pering  not  attending 
“ the  Enquiry,  appears  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  both  injustice  to  him,  and  par- 
“ ticularly  to  the  persons  whose  conduct  he  implicates.” 

I am,  &c. 

C.  Saverland,  Esq.  Falmouth.  (Signed)  F.  Freeling , 

Secretary. 

Sir,  General  Post-Office,  26  March  1814. 

I have  received  your  Letter  of  the  21st  instant,  and  having  laid  the  same  before 
the  Postmaster  General,  I am  to  acquaint  you  that  your  conduct  will  be  enquired 
into  forthwith. 

Thomas  Pering,  Esquire,)  I am,  Sec. 

Falmouth.  j F.  Freeling , 

Secretary. 

Sir,  Flushing,  29  March  1814. 

I Tit  ax  sm  it  for  the  information  of  the  Postmaster  General,  copies  of  the  Letters 
which  have  lately  passed  between  Mr.  Saverland  and  myself.  It  is  satisfactory  to  me 
to  find,  by  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  26th,  that  their  Lordships  do  not  consider 
me  within  the  scope  of  the  general  order  that  compels  a correspondence  through  Mr. 
Saverland,  as  their  Lordships  will  perceive  that  this  gentleman  can  be  by  no  means 
considered  a proper  medium  of  communication. 

In  referring  to  their  Lordships  determination  on  my  request  to  be  furnished  with 
a copy  of  the  Proceedings  before  the  Committee  of  Captains  on  the  4th  instant,  I 
must  observe  that  their  Lordships  cannot  but  be  aware,  that  the  permission  to  look 
at  proceedings  •when  upon  trial,  can  be  no  answer  to  an  application,  the  object  of  which 
is,  to  try  the  competency  of  the  Court  itself.  Debarred  from  access  to  proceedings,  by 
which  1 am  confessedly  implicated,  I am  compelled  to  assume,  that  my  impression 
as  to  their  nature  has  not  been  erroneous,  if  it  be  true  that  one  of  the  Members 
composing  this  Court,  was  at  the  time  the  subject  of  an  enquiry  for  the  loss  of  his 
ship,  and  was  himself  tried  a few  days  after  by  a similar  Court; — that  a deputation 
from  their  body  waited  on  Mr.  Saverland,  to  remonstrate  against  their  proceeding, 
and  were  required  to  go  on; — that  the  points  to  which  their  attention  was  to  be 
directed,  were  communicated  by  Mr.  Saverland,  in  the  shape  of  w ritten  questions : 
that  the  first  of  these  points  related  to  the  necessity  of  the  Montagu’s  sinking  her 
Mail  “ w hen  she  afterward  beat  oif  the  privateer,”  and  thus  assumed  the  accuracy  of 
Mr.  Watkins’s  account  of  the  action,  and  by  consequence  rejected  mine.  That  , the 
second  point  had  for  its  olject  the  fact  of  striking  the  Montagu’s  colours,  and  thus 
brought  into  discussion  a question,  on  which  a negative  could  not  be- pronounced, 
without  attributing  to  me  a direct  falsehood.  That  the  third  point  regarded  the 
assistance  rendered  by  the  Pelham,  and  thus  went  to  try  the  w hole  of  the  question  on 
ex-parte  evidence ; that  the  Court  confined  its  duties  to  putting  those  questions,  and 
recording  the  answers  returned;  that  one  of  the  Members  proposed  a question,  and 
was  restrained  by  the  Chairman,  on  the  ground  that  their  instructions  did  not  allow'  of 
their  entering  into  the  minutias  of  the  business;  that  a few’ of  the  Montagu’s  crew 
were  called  in,  separately,  and  that  notwithstanding  there  was  a variance  in  their 
statements,  the  remainder  were  called  in  en  masse,  to  give  their  assent  to  what  had 
been  already  said.  Perhaps  their  Lordships  themselves  do  not  know'  if  the  facts  be  as  I 
have  stated,  on  the  authority  of  information  derived  from  such  various  sources,  and  so 
corroborated  by  circumstances  as  to  leave  me  no  doubt  ot  its  authenticity  ; but  it  this 
be  a true  account,  or  any  thing  like  a true  account  of  the  Proceedings  of  a.  'Court 

composed 
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com  nosed  of  men  appointed  by,  and  dependant  on  the  persons  of  whose  conduct  I 
■complain,  and  whom  I consider  to  have  rendered  themselves  parties  in  the  cause, 
I feel  convinced,  that  whatever  may  be  tlieir  Lordships  sentiments,  the  Public  will 
be  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  worse  than  folly — that  it  would  be  idiotism  in  me, 
under  existing  circumstances,  to  look  for  justice  to  a tribunal  so  composed. 

It  is  painful  to  me  to  decline  even  an  objectionable  mode,  which  professes  to  have 
for  its  object  that  which  is  so  near  my  heart.  Were  I to  be  allowed  to  suggest  the 
means  by  which  a real  investigation  might  take  place  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Montagu  and  Pelham,  it  would  be  by  a Court  composed  of  naval  officers. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

F.  Fr deling,'  Esquire.  Thomas  Paring. 


Sir,  Flushing,  22d  March  1814. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  a Letter,  of  which  nearly  a duplicate  was  forwarded  ^j“clpS“. 
by  last  night’s  post,  and  which  I request  may  be  transmitted  to  my  Lords  the  Post-  29'm ^'0^1814. 
master  General,  that  no  doubt  may  be  entertained  of  its  going  through  the  proper  " 
channel. 

I likewise  beg  that  it  may  be  communicated  to  their  Lordships,  that  I am  pre- 
pared to  prove  that  the  Montagu’s  ensign  was  hauled  dow  n ; that  her  Mail  w as 
thrown  overboard,  not  as  stated  by  Captain  Watkins  in  bis  letter  to  you,  but  after  it 
had  ceased  to  be  in  danger ; and  that  I shall  be  ready  to  substantiate  this  charge  as 
soon  as  a proper  opportunity  is  afforded  me. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  & c. 

C.  Saverland,  Esq.  Tlio.  Paring. 

Sir,  Flushing,  23d  March  1814. 

I beg  to  apprize  vou,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  the  Postmaster  General, 

that  the  presence  of  Cha.  Hansell,  gunner,  Tho.  Coverdale,  carpenter,  Brewer, 

steward’s  mate,  and  Nicholls,  seaman,  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Montagu, 

will  be  very  desirable  on  the  investigation  of  the  charge  preferred  by  my  letter  of 
yesterday. 

I shall  lose  no  time  in  communicating  the  names  of  any  other  persons  whose 
attendance  may  be  proper,  that  their  Lordships  may  be  enabled  to  adopt  the  necessary 
measures. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  & c.  &c.  &c. 

C.  Saverland,  Esq.  Tho.  Pering. 

Sir,  . Flushing,  24  March  1814. 

By  the  date  of  your  Letter  of  to-day,  it  appears  that  the  directions  of  the  Post- 
master General,  w hich  you  communicate,  were  given,  not  only  before  their  Lordships 
receipt  of  mine  of  the  2 2d,  transmitted  through  you,  and  of  the  charge  conveyed  by 
that  of  the  same  date  addressed  to  yourself,  but  before  they  could  have  received  my 
letter  of  the  i qth,  requesting  a copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Captains’  Com- 
mittee, and  which,  in  yours  of  the  20th,  you  mention  to  have  forwarded  for  their 
determination. 

I cannot  well  answer  your  letter  until  their  Lordships  sentiments  have  been  com- 
municated cn  the  points  thus  submitted  to  their  consideration,  and  particularly  on  my 
application  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  Captain’s  Committee.  I have  expressed 
to  their  Lordships  in  my  letter  of  the  22d,  in  terms  I trust  sufficiently  clear,  that  my 
impression  as  to  those  proceedings,  is  by  no  means  advantageous  to  the  character  of 
any  of  the  parties  concerned  ih  them ; and  I feel  myself  in  candour  bound  to  state, 
that  unless  this  impression  be  removed  by  my  ascertaining  them  to  be  of  a very 
different  nature  from  w hat  I have  at  present  reason  to  imagine,  I shall  hesitate  before 
1 commit  any  question  affecting  my  honour  to  a tribunal  so  constituted.  My  object  is 
to  have  a strict,  but  impartial  investigation  into  my  conduct. 

I am,  Sir,  &c. 

C.  Saverland,  Esq.  Tho.  Pering. 

P.  S. — It  has  escaped  you  to  notice  the  receipt  of  my  letters  of  the  220,  and  of 
that  ot  the  following- day-,  giving  the  names  of  some  of  the  Montagu’s  crew.  1 
sliould  not  advert  to  this,  which  I conceive  an  unusual  omission,  but  that  I am 
desirous  that  no  question  should  arise  as  to  iny  communications  reaching  you. 
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Sir,  Falmouth,  25  March  1 S 1 4. 

I did  not  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  22d,  enclosing  the  duplicate  of 
si  letter  you  had  transmitted  to  Mr.  Freeling,  because  I thought  it  perfectly  un- 
necessary ; that  letter  was  forwarded.  With  respect  to  the  one  of  the  following  day, 
mentioning  the  names  of  seamen  belonging  to  the  Montagu,  whom  you  desired  might 
attend  the  Committee,  it  will  perhaps  save  you  some  trouble  in  acquainting  you, 
that  the  whole  of  the  Montagu’s  and  Lady  Mary  Pelham's  crews  will  be  ordered  to 
.attend. 

I am,  Sic. 

Tho.  Pering,  Esq.  C.  Saverland. 


Sir,  Flushing,  26  March  1814. 

It  does  not  appear  to  me  perfectly  clear,  from  the  terms  of  your  letter  of  yester- 
day’s date,  that  the  letter  to  Mr.  Freeling,  enclosed  in  mine  of  the  22d,  and  w hich  you 
term  ‘ a duplicate,”  has  been  forwarded.  O11  referring  to  my  letter,  you  wiil  find 
my  expression  to  be,  “ nearly  a duplicate.”  I request  to  be  informed  whether  this 
letter  has  been  forwarded,  and  when.  I beg  to  notice  another  inadvertence  in  the  same 
letter.  On  adverting  to  my  letter  of  the  23d,  you  will  perceive  that  there  is  no  ex- 
pression of  any  such  desire  as  you  mention. 

I am,  Sic. 


C.  Saverland,  Esq. 


Thomas  Bering. 


Sir,  Falmouth,  27  March  1814. 

I thought  my  letters  had  been  sufficiently  explicit.  All  your  letters  to  me,  in- 
cluding the  one  to  Mr.  Freeling,  which  you  term  “ nearly  a duplicate,”  have  been 
forwarded  to  that  gentleman  ; but  I have  no  recollection  of  the  time  when  they  were 
forwarded,  not  keeping  copies  of  my  letters,  or  of  yours. 


Thomas  Pering,  Esq. 


I am, 


See. 

C. 


Saverland. 


Sir, 


Flushing,  29  March  1 S 1 4. 


You  must  not  expect  to  be  thought  explicit,  whilst  you  use  the  singular  when  you 
intend  the  plural  number.  The  failure  of  your  recollection  within  so  short  a space  as 
four  clays,  as  to  the  time  when  an  official  letter  w^as  transmitted,  would  be  a little  ex- 
traordinary: Ihe  reason  assigned  for  such  failure, — the  not  keeping  copies  ofyoui  own 
letters,  or  of  mine,  must,  I imagine,  be  deemed  still  more  so.  Such  an  excuse, 
which  would  impeach  your  regularity  as  a man  of  business,  could  at  best  be  con- 
sidered a subterfuge,  unworthy  of  your  official  situation;  but  I have  the  best  grounds 
for  believing  that  it  is  not  founded  in  fact,  and  that  you  must  redeem  the  imputation 
on  your  correctness  at  the  expense  of  your  veracity.  It  is  only  five  days  since  that 
my  brother  was  detained  at  your  office,  whilst  your  letter  to  me  of  the  24th  was 
copying  into  apparently  that  very  hook,  in  which  a few  days  before,  when  referred  by 
yourself,  I read  copies  of  mine  to  you. 

I write  to  the  Postmaster  General  by  this  night’s  post,  to  request  that  my  corres- 
dence  with  their  Lordships  may  in  future  be  direct,  as  I cannot  think  they  will  w ish  it 
should  continue  through  so  suspicious  a channel. 

I am,  &c. 


C.  Saverland,  Esq. 


Thomas  Pering. 


Sir,  Falmouth,  March  25,  1814. 

I am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Postmaster  General  do  not  think  it  proper 
to  comply  with  your  request,  of  giving  you  a copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee held  to  enquire  into  the  necessity  of  the  Commander  of  the  Montagu  packet 
sinking  his  Mail  while  engaged  with  an  American  privateer;  but  that  those  Proceed- 
ings, together  with  the  journals  of  both  ships,  w ill  be  laid  upon  the  table,  for  the  in- 
formation of  yourself  and  the  Committee  to  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  your 
-conduct. 

I am,  Sic. 


Thomas  Pering,  Esq.  j 
Flushing.  / 


C.  Saverland. 


This  letter  is  answered  by  mine  to  Mr.  Freeling  of  the  29th. 


PELHAiM  AND  MONTAGU  PACKETS;  See. 


23 


Sir,  General  Post-Office,  4 April,  1814. 

I send  you  an  original  Letter,  and  its  enclosures,  from  Mr.  Thomas  Pci'ing,  with 
the  observations  I felt  it  my  duty  to  make  to  my  Lords  the  Postmaster  General 
thereon  ; also  a copy  of  my  reply  thereto,  which  Inis  received  the  approval  of  their 
Lordships. 

I must  particularly  call  your  attention  to  the  Minute  of  Lord  Chichester  on  this 
subject:  you  will  perceive  its  object,  and  will  act  accordingly. 

You  will  return  me  the  papers  as  soon  as  done  with. 


C.  Saverland,  Esquire, "1 

I am,  &c. 

Falmouth.  J 

(Signed)  F.  Freeling , 

Secretary. 

Sir, 

Falmouth,  30  March  1814. 

I enclose  a Letter  from  Mr.  Pering,  which  I trust  you  will  allow-  me  to  say,  closes 
our  correspondence. 

All  possible  civility  and  attention  has  been  shewn  to  him  by  me.  He  is  afraid  to 
meet  the  enquiry  “ why  he  did  not  assist  the  Montagu  whilst  she  was  engaged  with 
“ the  privateer,”  and  avoids  it  in  the  way  you  have  seen. 

This  will  not  I hope  prevent  an  enquiry  taking  place,  as  recommended  to  you  in 
my  letter  of  the  25th  instant. 

F.  Freeling,  Esquire,"!  I am,  Sir,  See.  &c. 

&.c.  &c.  J C.  Saver  land,  Agent. 

Sir,  Flushing,  2Q  March  1814. 

You  must  not  expect  to  be  thought  explicit,  whilst  you  use  the  singular  when  you 
intend  the  plural  number.  The  failure  of  your  recollection  within  so  short  a space 
as  tour  days,  as  to  the  time  when  an  official  letter  was  transmitted,  would  be  a littie 
extraordinary  : The  reason  assigned  for  such  failure, — the  not  keeping  copies  of  your 
own  letters  or  mine,  must,  I imagine,  be  deemed  still  more  so.  Such  an  excuse, 
w hich  would  impeach  your  regularity  as  a man  of  business,  could  at  best  be  considered 
a subterfuge,  unworthy  of  your  official  situation;  but  I have  the  best  grounds  for 
believing  that  it  is  not  founded  in  fact,  and  that  you  must  redeem  the  imputation  on 
your  correctness  at  the  expense  of  your  veracity.  It  is  only  five  da}S  since  that  my 
brother  was  detained  at  your  office,  whilst  your  letter  to  me  of  the  24th  was  copying 
into  apparently  that  very  book,  in  which  a few  days  before,  when  referred  by  your- 
self, I read  copies  of  mine  to  you. 

I write  to  the  Postmaster  General  by  this  post,  to  request  that  my  correspondence 
with  thier  Lordships  may  in  future  be  direct,  as  I cannot  think  they  wiii  wish  it  to 
continue  through  so  suspicious  a channel. 

C.  Saverland,  Esquire, j I am.  Sir,  &c.  &c. 

Falmouth.  J Thomas  Pering. 

The  fact  was  as  I stated  ; I did  not  keep  copies  of  two  or  three  letters  from 
myself  to  Mr.  Freeling,  enclosing  letters  from  Mr.  Pering,  being  written  probably  in 
the  evening,  and  not  thinking  them  of  any  consequence. 

C.  Saverland. 


Sir,  General  Post-Office,  April  4,  1814. 

I have  laid  before  my  Lords  the  Postmaster  General,  your  letter  of  the  29th  ult. 
in  which  you  ie  decline”  the  enquiry  which  w'as  directed  to  be  made  into  the  circum- 
stances as  they  regarded  your  proceedings  in  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham,  on  the  3d  of 
November  last. 

You  are  aware  that  this  enquiry  was  directed  to  be  held,  as  much  in  compliance 
with  the  earnest  request  made  to  this  Board  by  your  brother,  as  from  any  other 
motive. 

I am  commanded  to  inform  you,  that  as  you  are  not  an  officer  under  this  Establish- 
ment, and  that  your  being  placed  in  the  command  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham,  even 
for  this  single  voyage,  during  the  absence  of  the  regular  commander,  was  not  the 
act  of  this  office;  the  enquiry,  as  far  as  relates  to  yourself,  will  not  be  proceeded  in, 
as  you  object  thereto ; but  it  is  essential,  in  justice  to  all  parties,  that  an  enquiry 

should 
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should  be  held  upon  the  other  officers  .and  ship's  company  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham, 
and  such  enquiry  is  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  forthwith. 

I aui,  &c. 

T.  Pering,  Esq.  Falmouth.  (Signed)  F.  Freeling,  Secretary. 

Sir,  Flushing,  Aprils,  1S14. 

I ceg  to  acknowledge  thcrecciptof  your  letter  of  the  4th  inst. 

Mv  Lords  the  Postmaster  General  not  questioning  the  accuracy  of  the  state- 
ment in  my  letter  of  the  29th  ult.  on  the  subject  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee 
of  Captains,  are  perfectly  justified  in  the  observation,  that  I decline  that  mode  of 
enquiry. 

In  vain  do  I endeavour  to  trace  the  slightest  affinity  between  my  brother's  applica- 
tion to  your  Board,  and  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  towards  me;  my 
brother,  well  assured  that  he  was  speaking  my  sentiments,  applies  for  a “ strict  and 
minute  investigation"  of  mv  conduct;  he  no  doubt  considered  that  those  terms  were 
sufficiently  comprehensive  to  embrace  all  that  could  be  required  by  such  an  applica- 
tion,. You  observe  in  answer,  that  “ nothing  can  he  more  right  or  reasonable  than 
the  request.”  How  has  this  request  been  complied  with  ? The  first  step  which  is 
taken  towards  such  investigation,  is  the  appointment  of  my  accuser  to  the  highest 
rank  in  their  Lordships  service;  an  appointment  the  more  conspicuous,  as  it  pre- 
ceded a trial  never  before  dispensed  with  in  his  situation  ; and  as  it  was  made  in  the 
face  of  a statement,  which,  if  true,  falsified  the  whole  account  on  which  their  Lord- 
ships  had  acted.  I will  not  repeat  the  detail  of  the  proceedings  which  have  been 
subsequently  adopted  ; it  is  sufficient  that  the  slightest  reference  to  them  will  shew 
how  repugnant  they  are  to  that  investigation  which  was  the  object  of  mv  brother's 
application. 

Great  as  has  been  my  surprise  on  different  occasions  in  the  course  of  this  pro- 
ceeding, on  none  has  it  been  more  strongly  excited  than  by  the  observation,  that 
“ my  being  placed  in  the  command  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham,  was  not  the  act  of 
“ the  Post-Office.”  W ithout  stopping  to  enquire  whether  any  one  can  be  in  the 
command  of  a Packet  without  the  authority  of  the  office,  I think  their  Lordships 
must  be  aware  that  an  appointment  which  broke  through  the  established  regulations 
■of  office,  could  not  have  taken  place  without  such  authority;  had  my  appointment, 
therefore,  rested  on  this  foundation  alone,  I should  have  felt  that  the  attempt  to  esta- 
blish a distinction  between  my  case  and  that  of  other  commanders,  would  be  as 
futile  as  it  will  be  deemed  extraordinary.  In  the  present  case,  however,  the  task 
will  be  still  more  difficult;  and  I am  utterly  at  a loss  to  imagine  on  what  ground  it  is 
to  be  attempted  to  shake  off'  an  appointment  existing  in  the  shape  of  an  official  docu- 
ment. It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I have  observed  the  spirit  in  which  the  proceedings 
of  the  Post-0 llice  have  been  carried  on  ; the  inattention  which  my  brother's  letters  to 
tiie  Board  experienced;  the  denial  of  access  to  proceedings  by  which  I am  confessedly 
implicated  ; the  evasion  made  use  of  to  prevent  my  know  ing  at  what  times  my  com- 
munications w ere  forwarded  ; and  the  present  attempt  to  get  rid  of  an  official  ap- 
pointment, can  only  be  traced  to  this  spirit ; and  though  not  immaterial  in  themselves, 
Become  extremely  important  when  viewed  in  connexion  with  more  serious  parts  of 
the  transaction. 

Your  letter  removes  the  last  hope  which  I had  entertained  of  obtaining  through 
their  Lordships  an  investigation  which  would  do  “justice  to  all  parties.”  The  effects 
of  my  wound  prevent  my  taking  so  long  a journey  at  present;  my  brother,  therefore, 
will  set  off’  for  town  forthwith,  to  lav  the  whole  proceeding  before  Parliament. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

Fi  'ancis  Freeling,  Esq.  Tho.  Pering. 

Mr.  Allen  Pering  presents  his  compliments,  and  will  have  the  honour  of  w aiting  on 
Mr.  Freeling,  at  any  time  that  shall  be  most  convenient  to  him. 

72,  Cornbill,  15th  April  1814.  • < 

. * Uif 

* « j > ft 

Mr.  Freeling  presents  his  compliments  to  Air.  Pering,  and  begs  him  to  be  assured, 
that  in  declining  at  present  to  see  Mr.  Pering,  Mr.  Freeling  is  not  actuated  by  per- 
sonal feeling  or  want  of  courtesv. 

Mr.  Freeling  will  take  the  Postmaster  General’s  pleasure  on  the  point  as  soon  as 
possible.  Lord  Sandwich  is  unfortunately  very  ill,  and  Lord  Chichester  is  at  his 
seat  in  Sussex. 

General  Post-Office,  15th  April  18 14- 


In 
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I.v  conformity  to  Lord  Chichester’s  instructions,  Mr.  Freeling  saw  Mr.  Allen 
Perin  *,  brother  to  the  Mr.  Paring  who  commanded  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham  to  and 
from  the  Brazils. 

Mr.  Pering  made  some  preliminary  observations  as  to  the  honour  of  his  family;  the 
value  of  character;  the  mode  which  had  been  adopted  towards  his  brother;  the 
appointment  of  Captain  Watkins,  which  he  thought  extremely  injurious  to  his 
brother,  and  was  proceeding,  when  Mr.  Freeling  interrupted  him,  to  say,  that  al- 
though he  was  willing  to  hear  any  thing  that  Mr.  Allen  Pering  might  be  disposed  to 
say  upon  the  subject,  he  begged  him  expressly  to  understand  that  he  did  not  feel 
himself  authorized  to  enter  into  any  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  case  ; that  his 
brother  had  denied  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Post  Office,  had  refused  to  have  his  con- 
duct investigated  by  a Committee  of  Captains,  and  had  announced  his  intention  of 
appealing  to  Parliament. 

Mr.  Freeling,  however,  had  no  objection  to  explain  to  Mr.  Allen  Pering,  upon 
Captain  Watkins’s  appointment,  that  it  had  no  reference,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  his 
brother’s  character.  That  Captain  Watkins  had  been  many  years  in  the  service  ; had 
been  strongly  recommended,  near  two  years  since,  by  a noble  Lord ; had  fought  bis 
ship  gallantly  (as  admitted  in  Captain  Pering’s  first  letter,)  and  had  been  twice 
wounded.  The  Postmaster  General  therefore  were  of  opinion,  that  on  all  these 
grounds  he  was  highly  deserving  of  promotion,  & c.  &c. 

Mr.  Allen  Pering  then  resumed  : That  as  the  Committee  of  Enquiry  at  Falmouth, 
had  by  their  opinion  completely  exonerated  his  brother,  (Mr.  Freeling  here  said,  that 
his  brother's  conduct  had  not  come  materially  before  that  Committee)  he  trusted 
that  the  Postmaster  General  would  not  object  to  say  that  they  had  acted  precipitately 
in  appointing  Captain  Watkins,  or  that  they  were  concerned  that  such  an  appoint- 
ment uas  made  at  the  precise  moment  when  their  proceeding  was  capable  of  such  a 
construction,  &c.  &c. 

do  which  Air.  Freeling  replied,  that  the  Postmaster  General  would  never  make 
such  a declaration,  d hey  had  exercised  their  own  judgment  and  discretion  ; they 
felt  that  they  had  exercised  it  soundly  and  laudably;  that  their  conduct  was  right  or 
wrong;  that  they  were  amenable  to  the  Treasury,  and  to  Parliament,  if  the  latter 
should,  on  the  representation  which  he  intended  to  make,  put  the  Postmaster  General 
on  their  defence. 

A good  deal  of  conversation  passed,  and  Mr.  Freeling  concluded  by  desiring  Mr. 
Allen  Pering  to  understand  distinctly,  that  no  part  of  Mr.  Freeling’s  observations 
ought  to  be  construed  as  desiring  to  deprecate  their  appeal  to  Parliament  or  elsewhere. 
That  the  Postmaster  General  felt  they  had  discharged  their  public  duty,  and  in  any 
event  were  ready  to  meet  the  consequences  of  their  own  proceedings  in  this  case. 

Many  expressions  of  civility  passed  on  both  sides,  and  Mr.  Allen  Pering  thanked 
Mr.  Freeling  for  his  candour  and  attention. 


N°  30. 

Minutes  of  Conver- 
sation between  Mr. 
freeling  tuid  Mr.  A. 
Pering,  at  the  Ge- 
nera! Post  Oflice 
a a April  1814. 


General  Post-Office,  April  22d,  1814. 

The  enclosed  Letter  is  just  received  from  Mr.  Allen  Pering,  in  which  he  states,  that 
having  submitted  his  brother’s  case  to  the  consideration  of  the  gentlemen  through 
whom  he  expected  to  have  it  laid  before  Parliament,  they  are  of  opinion  that  such  an 
application  would  be  premature,  and  requests  your  Lordships  to  consider  that  no 
such  intimation  has  been  given. 

Air.  Freeling  is  at  a loss  to  conjecture  what  Mr.  Allen  Pering  means,  as  to  the 
ample  justice  he  is  persuaded  may  he  obtained  from  your  Lordships  Board,  since 
his  brother  has  declined  submitting  his  conduct  to  the  usual  Court  of  Enouirv  for 

O i k’ 

investigation. 


N°  31. 
Letter  from 


Sir,  Hatchett’s  Hotel,  Piccadilly,  2ist  April  1S14. 

I have  submitted  my  brother’s  case  to  the  consideration  of  the  gentlemen  through 
whom  I expected  to  have  it  laid  before  Parliament.  They  are  of  opinion  that  such  Allen  Pering,  Esq. 
an  application  would  be  premature,  since  they  are  persuaded  ample  justice  may  be  1°,  ^ 

obtained  from  your  Board;  and  as  they  consider  that  my  brother’s  intimation  of  an  ‘ ’P' 

intention  to  resort  to  Parliament  has  rendered  it  difficult  for  their  Lordships  to  adopt 
those  measures,  which  their  judgment  and  inclination  may  have  dictated;  I feel  that 
an  opinion  coming  from  such  authority  is  entitled  to  all  deference  from  my  brother, 
and  that  1 shall  not  exceed  the  discretionary  power  lie  has  reposed  in  me,  when  I 
request  their  Lordships  to  consider  that  no  such  intimation  has  been  given. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

F.  Freeling,  Esq.)  Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

&c.  &c.  j (Signed)  Allen  Pering. 


J5i- 
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(N°  94-  B.) 

22.  My  Lords,  General  Post-Office,  23d  April  1 814. 

Letter  from  I have  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Evidence  and  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Captains 
Mr.  Freeling  to  the  at  Falmouth,  on  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham 
Postnn^er^Lene-  pac|ie^  relative  to  their  proceedings  on  the  3d  November  hist,  as  connected  with  the 
(with 6 Enclosures!)  action  between  the  Montagu  packet  and  the  Globe  American  privateer. 

I enclose  also  material  letters  from  the  Agent  at  Falmouth,  from  Captain  Watkiris  of 
the  Montagu,  and  from  Mr.  Carter,  on  whom  the  command  of  the  Lady  Mary 
Pelham  devolved  in  the  latter  part  of  the  action  with  the  Globe  American  privateer. 

I am  surprised  at  the  strong  expressions  of  the  Committee,  on  the  points  of  the 
lamented  Captain  Norway’s  conduct  in  placing  his  ship  in  the  action. 

The  terms  “ very  injudicious  situation,  most  improperly,  Ike."  arc  phrases  not  usual 
in  reports  of  this  sort,  and  appear  to  have  been  unnecessary.  I notice  them  par- 
ticularly as  they  attach  to  the  memory  of  a brave  man,  who  came  into  the  service 
with  the  highest  character;  who  fought  his  ship  with  great  bravery,  under  many  ac- 
knowledged disadvantages,  as  appears  by  the  Report  itself;  and  I am  also  led  to 
question  the  propriety  of  the  expressions,  from  a part  of  the  evidence,  in  which  the 
officers  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham  assert,  that  Captain  Norway  “ had  directed  the 
“ Pelham  to  take  an  advantageous  situation,  which  was  lost  by  an  injudicious  manoeuvre 
“ of  the  Pelham." 

It  may  be  difficult  to  reconcile,  how  he  could  place  his  own  ship  injudiciously,  and 
direct  the  other  into  an  advantageous  situation. 

There  would  be  great  difficulty,  as  there  is  mystery,  in  the  whole  of  the  proceeding 
of  this  Committee,  if  it  were  not  for  the  three  letters  written  by  the  Agent,  by  Captain 
Watkins,  and  by  Mr.  Carter  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham,  who  was  formerly  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  Navy;  and  who,  disdaining  to  shelter  himself  under  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee,  points  out  clearly  and  distinctly  the  cause  of  the  failure  in  this  un- 
fortunate business. 

These,  coupled  with  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  the  Montagu  sustained 
“ all  her  damage,"  including,  I presume,  the  loss  of  her  Commander,  Surgeon,  and  two 
men  killed,  and  12  men  wounded,  (more  than  half  her  crew)  in  consequence  of  an 
error  in  judgment  in  the  Commander  of  the  Pelham,  put  the  matter,  I presume,  com- 
pletely at  rest  as  far  as  relates  to  him,  although  it  was  no  part  of  the  duty  of  that 
Committee  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pering,  who  had  declined  the  in- 
vestigation. 

Your  Lordships  will  see  a great  deal  of  contradictory  evidence,  as  to  the  striking 
of  the  flag  011  hoard  the  Montagu.  The  opinion  of  the  previous  Committee , convened 
to  enquire  into  Captain  Watkins’s  conduct,  was,  that  “ the  colours  were  shot  away, 
“ but  were  immediately  re-hoisted,  and  were  never  afterwards  hauled  down  during 
“ the  action.” 

No  opinion  is  given  by  tine  present  Committee  on  that  point : they  state  “the  evi- 
“ dence  of  the  officers  and  ship’s  company  of  the  Montagu  to  be  at  variance;”  it 
would  have  been  more  accurate  if  the  Committee  had  stated,  that  of  seven  persons 
examined,  the  evidence  of  two  only  could  be  brought  to  prove  that  the  colours  were 
ordered  to  be  hauled  down  by  Captain  Watkins  ; and  the  evidence  of  one  only  is 
positive  to  the  fact ; the  other  speaks  of  an  observation  made  to  that  effect  by  Captain 
Watkins,  in  the  agony  of  two  se\ere  wounds  ; and  he  goes  on  to  say,  that  in  point 
of  fact,  he  does  not  know  whether  the  colours  had  been  shot  away , or  had  been  hauled 
dozen.  The  carpenter  states  positively,  that  the  colours  were  dozen  by  being  shot 
array. 

I have  gone  the  more  particularly  into  this  point,  not  from  its  intrinsic  importance, 
as  the  action  was  allowed  by  all  to  be  fought  gallantly  by  the  Montagu, — the  ships 
much  disabled,  and  the  crew  greatly  reduced  in  number,  but  from  the  impression, 
which  the  Report  of  the  Committee  might  convey,  that  Captain  Watkins  has  been 
guilty  of  prevarication.  I have  looked  at  his  journal,  at  his  first  letter,  and  at  his, 
evidence  before  his  own  Committee,  without  being  able  to  discover  variance  or  con- 
tradiction. 

The  concluding  pacagragh  of  the  Committee,  “ that  after  the  Pelham  got  into 
*£  action,  every  officer  and  man  on  hoard  did  his  duty  ; and  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  Pelham,  the  Montagu  must  inevitably  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
is  of  so  sweeping  a nature,  as  to  lead  one  to  suppose  that  the  great  merit  of  this 
day  was  with  the  latter. 

Your  Lordships,  however,  injustice  totl)e  dead,  and  to  the  gallantry  and  sufferings 
of  many  brave  men',  who  in  having  borne  (without  dispute)  the  whole  brunt  of  tbe 
enemy’s  superior  force,  and  who  by  their  brave  resistance  not  only  rep.ulsed  the 

enemy. 
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enemy,  but  killed  and  wounded  nearly  double  their  own  number,  will  recollect 
a preceding  article  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  that  “ the  Montagu  sustained  all 
“ her  (kuna gc  f rom  ail  error  in  judgment  in  the  Commander  of  the  Pelham , in  not 
“ coming  into  action  with  the  privateer  sooner , which  she  might  have  done." 

For  it  is  clear,  both  by  the  Evidence  itself  and  the  Report,  that  if  the  Pelham  had 
done  her  duty,  that  the  immediate  capture  or  destruction  of  the  Privateer  was  inevitable. 
The  Committee  never  appeared  to  consider,  that  during  the  time,  whether  short  or 
lone:,  that  the  Montagu  was  engaged,  that  in  killed,  drowned,  and  prisoners,  the 
Privateer  lost  in  boarding  39  men,  exclusive  of  those  killed  and  wounded  on  board; 
and  that  the  Montagu  lost  her  Captain , Surgeon , and  three  men  killed,  her  Master, 
Mate , and  several  men  wounded,  and  was  cut  all  to  pieces  in  sails,  rigging,  Aye.  ; all 
which  time,  whether  short  or  long,  the  Pelham  was  in  a situation  to  have  assisted  the 
Montagu , and  did  not  do  so. 

I am  at  a loss  therefore  to  know  in  what  consists  the  necessity  of  the  Committee 
reporting  specially,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Pelham,  the  Montagu  must  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham  would 
not  have  suffered  by  comparison  with  those  of  any  ship  in  the  service,  if  they  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  distinguishing  themselves.  A very  different  result  might  in 
reason  have  been  expected,  "had  Captain  Stevens  fortunately  been  in  the  command 
of  his  own  ship;  or  if  those  circumstances,  so  plainly  and  feelingly  described  by  Mr. 
Carter,  had  not  existed. 

I have  been  impelled  by  a sense  of  duty,  and  regard  to  strict  justice,  to  go  so 
much  at  length  into  this  matter.  There  has  been  much  party  feeling  excited  at 
Falmouth  on  both  sides;  and  it  is  only  on  a deliberate  perusal  of  the  whole,  that 
your  Lordships  will  discover,  first,  whether  my  own  observations  are,  or  are  not  appli- 
cable ; and  secondly,  whether  to  sanction  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  or  rteturn  it 
for  correction  or  explanation;  or  thin  y,  whether  to  pass  the  whole  sub  silentio, 
under  the  conviction  that  you  have  done  all  that  is  necessary ; and  that  the  Com- 
mittee not  having  sat  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Commander  of  the  Pelham,  the  rest 
is  not  of  sufficient  consequence  to  render  an  official  record  of  the  Proceedings 
necessary. 

It  must  not  however  be  forgotten,  that  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  are  about  to 
grant  a pension  to  the  widow  of  Captain  Norway,  to  whom  seamanship  and  good 
conduct  are  denied  by  the  Committee.  That  Mr.  W atkins,  to  whom  prevarication 
is  attributed,  has  been  promoted  ; and  that  as  relates  to  Air.  Pering,  he  has  officially 
announced  bis  intention  to  apply  to  Parliament. 

The  Postmaster  General, j All  which  is  humbly  submitted  by 

Sec.  Sec.  J (Signed)  F.  Frecling. 


Sir,  Packet  Office,  Falmouth,  April  15,  1814.  Enclosure  (1)  in 

1 enclose  a Statement  of  Evidence  upon  the  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Mr.  Freelmg’s, 
Master,  Mate,  and  Crew  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham,  to  account  “ why  that  Packet 
did  not  assist  the  Montagu  packet,  during  the  time  the  latter  was  engaged  with  the  3 *n  1 ^ 

“ Globe  American  privateer  on  the  2d  November  last.’’ 

I also  enclose  a public  Letter  to  me  from  Mr.  Carter,  late  Master  of  the  Lady 
Mary  Pelham,  which,  together  with  the  Evidence  before-mentioned,  unravels  and  ‘ 
exp'ains,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  cause  why  the  Pelham  did  not  assist  the 
Montagu  during  the  time  she  was  engaged  with  the  privateer;  and  that  that  cause 
was  principally  owing  to  the  ignorance,  or,  what  is  worse,  the  fears  of  the  Acting 
Captain  of  the  Pelham,  in  putting  the  helm  in  a contrary  direction  to  that  in 
which  it  had  boen  placed  by  the  Master,  in  oi‘der  to  close  with  the  Privateer; 
whereby  the  Pelham  ran  away,  both  from  the  Montagu  and  the  Privateer,  for  a small 
period  of  time;  during  which  time,  short  as  it  may  have  been,  the  Privateer  is  sup- 
posed to  have  lost  in  action  with  the  Montagu,  in  killed,,  drowned,  and  prisoners, 

39  of  her  officers  and  men ; and  the  Montagu  lost  her  Captain,  Surgeon,  and  several 
of  her  seamen  killed  ; and  the  Master,  Mate,  and  many  of  her  seamen  severely 
wounded. 

I lament  exceedingly  the  opposite  evidence  of  both  ships’  companies,  and  that 
there  should'  appear  a considerable  want  of  discipline,  after  the  action  ceased,  on 
board  the  Montagu,  the  latter  of  which  can  only  be  accounted  for,  by  martial  law 
not  being  allowed  in  the  Packet  Service,  by  the  death  of  Captain  Norway  her 
Commander,  and  to  her  principal  officers  being  severely  wounded,  and  obliged  to 

leave 


2& 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO  TIIE 

leave  the  deck ; and  the  former,  to  the  Evidence  not  being  taken  on  oath,  or  any 
punishment  annexed  to  prevarication. 

F,  Frceling,  Esquire.  I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

C.  Saver  land,  Agent. 


Enclosure  (-2)  in 
INlr.  Freeling’s, 
(N»q+.  B ) 

23  April  18 14- 


Dear  Sir,  Falmouth,  11th  April  1814. 

I am  led  to  believe  that  William  Husband,  one  of  the  seamen  of  the  Montagu,  has 
given  in  his  evidence  this  day  that  he  hauled  down  the  colours,  by  my  orders,  after 
my  going  below  severely  wounded,  and  in  his  opinion  was  on  the  point  of  making 
my  exit.  I have  to  inform  you  that  before  I quitted  the  deck,  I gave  orders  to 
the  gunner,  who  came  out  of  the  magazine  at  that  moment,  that  the  colours  were 
never  to  be  hauled  down  as  long  as  a man  remained, — that  I would  be  with  them  pre- 
sently. During  my  stay  below  to  stop  my  blood,  I was  for  some  time  insensible, 
but  never  recollect  giving  any  orders  for  the  colours  to  be  struck,  or  any  thing  to  the 
purpose.  My  stay  below  was  not  more  than  three  minutes.  When  1 was  lifted  on 
deck,  I saw  the  ensign  on  the  quarter,  and  immediately  ordered  it  to  be  secured  in 
the  starboard  main  rigging,  which  was  done  by  George  Butler,  a black  man.  I de- 
clare on  my  honour  that  the  Montagu’s  guns  never  ceased  firing.  I particularly 
request  this  to  be  explained,  and  request  to  have  your  advice  of  my  stating  these 
facts  to  Mr.  Freeling. 

o , . . r 


C. 


Save) land,  Esq. 
Falmouth. 


I remain,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  John  Watkins. 


EVIDENCE  on  the  Pelham’s  Enquiry. 


Enclosure  (3)  in 
Mr.  F reeling's, 
(N°  94-  **■) 

23  April  1814. 


Mr.  Thomas  Carter  the  Master,  said,  That  he  conceived  the  Pelham  not  only  to 
have  rendered  aid  to  the  Montagu,  but  actually  to  have  re-captured  her,  although  that 
aid  was  not  rendered  until  the  Montagu  had  been  nearly  ten  minutes  engaged.  Mr. 
Carter  then  requested  to  read  his  minutes  of  the  action,  which  was  granted  him. 
[See  his  Minutes  annexed. J 

Mr.  Peter  Pocock , Mate,  said,  The  Montagu  was  supported  by  the  Pelham  in  the 
first  instance,  but  owing  loan  injudicious  manoeuvre  she  lost  the  situation  that-  Captain 
Norway  had  ordered  her  to  take. 

What  was  that  situation  ? — On  the  lee-bow  of  the  Montagu,  within  hail. 

Did  you  conceive  that  to  be  an  advantageous  situation?—  Yes,  because  had  wc 
backed  our  main-top  sail,  we  should  have  bad  the  enemy  between  us. 


Mr.  John  Williams , Boatswain,  said,  The  Pelham  did  support  the  Montagu. 

Was  any  time  lost  by  the  Pelham  when  the  Privateer  was  closely  engaged  with  the 
Montagu  ? — There  was  no  time  lost. 

How  long  was  the  Pelham  engaged  with  the  Privateer,  after  the  Privateer  hauled  off 
from  the  Montagu  ? — About  three  quarters  of  an  hour. 

" * 

John  Provis , Steward,  said,  He  was  not  upon  deck  during  the  whole  action. 


John  Thomas , Seaman,  He  was  stationed  at  the  helm  of  the  Pelham  during  the 
action. 

Did  the  Lady  Pelham  render  the  Montagu  any  assistance  during  the  action  ? — All 
the  assistance  possible. 

Was  there  any  time  lost  in  the  Pelham’s  giving  her  assistance? — No  ; she  assisted 
her  as  soon  as  possible. 

Was  your  helm  at  one  period  put  the  wrong  way  ? — Yes,  it  was  put  about  half  up. 

From  what  cause  was  it  done  ?— She  was  rather  dose,  and  they  wanted  to  bring  her 
round  on  the  other  tack. 

By  whose  order  was  it  done  ? — By  the  Captain’s. 

How  long  did  it  remain  in  that  position? — About  a minute. 

What  position  was  the.  Pelham  in,  w hen  the  Montagu  began  to  engage  the  Priva- 
teer?— The  Pelham  w as  on  the  Montagu’s  starboard  bow. 

How  long  did  you  lie  in  that  position? — He  does  not  know. 

Mr.  John  Place , Surgeon.] — Were  you  upon  deck  during  the  action  between  the 
Montagu,  Lady  Pelham,  and  the  Globe  privateer? — Not  during  the  whole,  but  the 
greatest  part  of  the  time. 

Did 
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Did  the  Lady  Pelham  render  the  Montagu  any  assistance  during  her  action  with  the 
privateer  ? — She  did. 

Did  she  render  her  every  assistance  practicable  ? — No,  she  did  not  go  into  action 
soon  enough. 

From  what  cause  did  that  delay  take  place  ? — From  want  of  knowledge  in  the  com- 
manding officer. 

What  time  was  thereby  lost  ? — Five  or  six  minutes. 

Do  you  remember  what  position  the  Montagu  and  Pelham  were  respectively  in, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  action  ? — Nearly  a-hcad ; the  Pelham  a little  on  the  lee- 
bow  of  the  Montagu. 

Was  the  Pelham  ordered  to  keep  in  any  particular  position? — She  was  ordered  to 
keep  in  that  position  by  Captain  Norway. 

What  space  of  time  elapsed  from  the  commencement  of  the  action  between  the 
Montagu  and  the  privateer,  before  the  Pelham  got  into  action? — Not  more  than  ten 
minutes. 

Did  not  the  Lady  Pelham,  in  your  opinion,  so  assist  the  Montagu  as  to  prevent 
her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy? — The  Montagu  having  hauled  down  her 
'colours,  nothing  but  the  presence  of  the  Pelham  prevented  the  enemy’s  taking  pos- 
session of  her. 

Do  you  not  think  it  probable  that  the  colours  might  have  been  shot  away? — No, 
they  were  not  shotaway,  they  were  hauled  down. 

[The  Enquiry  was  adjourned  from  Three  p.m.  till  Five.] 

At  Five  p.m.  the  Committee  again  assembled  ; five  of  the  Pelham’s  crew  were 
then  called,  Hickman , lie  ark,  BanJieUl,  IVebbc,  and  Croker  ; and  the  following  ques- 
tions put 

Were  you  all  upon  deck  during  the  whole  of  the  time  the  privateer  and  both 
packets  were  engaged  ? — They  were,  all  the  time. 

Did  the  Lady  Pelham  render  the  Montagu  any  assistance  during  the  time  she  was 
engaging  the  privateer  ? — All  the  assistance  she  possibly  could. 

What  was  the  reason  you  did  not  render  her  assistance  at  the  commencement  of 
the' action  ?— Because  the  Montagu  hove  her  maintop-sail  to  the  mast,  and  she  lay 
between  the  Pelham  and  the  privateer. 

How  long  did  the  Montagu  lie  in  that  state? — Ten  or  twelve  minutes. 

Was  every  thing  done  afterwards  to  get  at  the  privateer? — Yes. 

The  following  Officers  and  Crew  of  the  Montagu  were  then  called  in, 

and  Examined: 

Captain  TVatkinsi] — Did  the  Pelham  render  any  assistance  to  the  Montagu  during 
the  time  she  was  engaging  the  Globe  privateer? — None. 

Did  the  Pelham  receive  any  orders  to  place  herself  in  any  particular  position  ; and 
if  so,  from  whom? — The  Pelham  did  receive  orders  from  Captain  Norway  to  place 
herself  close  on  the  Montagu’s  starboard  bow,  that  the  Montagu  should  be  attacked 
first,  and  that  when  the  Pelham  should  see  the  Montagu  engaged,  she  w'as  to  come  to 
her  assistance. 

For  what  period  of  time  was  the  Montagu  and  privateer  entangled  ? — An  hour  and 
forty  minutes,  or  an  hour  and  half. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  that  her  bowsprit  was  actually  entangled,  during  the  whole  of 
that  period,  in  your  main-rigging?- — The  privateer's  bowsprit  was  entangled  in  the 
Montagu’s  starboard  main-rigging  for  about  twenty-five  minutes,  to  the  best  of  my 
judgment  and  recollection. 

What  was  the  Pelham  doing  all  this  time?  — She  was  laying' on  the  starboard  tack, 
a-head  of  the  Montagu,  at  about  half  a mile  distance  or  more. 

Did  not  the  Pelham  wear  round  and  give  the  enemy  her  starboard  broadside? — 
Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Did  not  the  Pelham  wear  and  haul  the  wind  on  the  .starboard  tack? — I did  not  see 
her  do  it;  but  I make  no  doubt. but  she  did,  from  her  having  altered  her  position. 

Did  not  the  Pelham  take  up  the  action  immediately  after  the  privateer  hauled  off 
from  the  Montagu  ? — When  the  privateer  came  abreast  of  the  Pelham,  the  Pelham 
gave  her  a broadside,  which  was  returned,  which  was  about  three  or  four  minutes 
alter  the  privateer  hauled  off  from  the  Montagu. 

Captain  Watkins  also  said,  That  he  did  not  know  what  passed  between  the  Pelham 
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and  the  privateer  after  that  vessel  had  hauled  off  from  the  Montagu,  as,  from  his 
being  severely  wounded  he  had  been  obliged  to  go  below. 

Charles  llansell,  Gunner.] — The  first  question  which  was  put  to  Mr.  Watkins,  was 
then  put  to  the  Gunner,  who  replied  as  follows:  . 

First,  to  the  first  question,  he  said,  lie  was  noton  deck  till  the  latter  part  of  the 
action.  He  came  on  deck  after  the  Captain  was  killed,  and  the  Master  and  Mate 
were  wounded,  at  which  time  the  privateer  was  on  the  Montagu’s  larboard  quarter, 
and  at  which  time  Mr.  Watkins  was  on  deck  wounded,  leaning  against  the  com- 
panion. After  the  privateer  hauled  oft'  from  the  Montagu,  the  Pelham  fired  some 
guns  at  the  privateer. 

John  F.  Herbert,  Mate.] — The  questions  which  had  been  put  to  Captain  Watkins 
were  then  put  to  the  Mate ; who  replied  to  them  as  follows  : 

To  the  first,  he  said,  No;  the  Pelham  did  not  render  any  assistance  until  the 
privateer  hauled  oft'. 

To  the  second,  lie  answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  same  as  Capt.  Watkins  did. 

Was  you  wounded  in  the  action  ? — Yes. 

In  what  situation  did  the  privateer  lie,  when  you  was  wounded  and  went  off  the 
deck  ? — On  the  Montagu's  starboard  quarter,  and  disentangled. 

Did  the  Pelham  take  up  the  action  before  you  went  off  the  deck? — No. 

How  long  were  you  below  ? — Ten  minutes. 

Did  you  see  the  Pelham  at  all  engage  the  privateer  ? — Yes,  after  the  privateer  had 
sheered  oft'  from  the  Montagu. 

Were  you  upon  deck  when  the  privateer  sheered  off  from  the  Montagu  ? — Yes. 

How  long  was  the  privateer  in  contact  with  the  Montagu  on  her  starboard  quarter  ? 
—About  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  when  she  got  clear. 

Second  Day,  April  u,.  1813  (should  be  1814.) 

Mr.  Place , called  again. 

Did  you  go  on  board  the  Montagu  with  the  Master  after  the  action  ? — Yes. 

Who  did  you  find  in  the  command  on  the  Montagu’s  deck? — The  Gunner. 

Who  else  were  on  deck  ? — The  Mate  and  about  six  men. 

Did  any  conversation  pass  ’twixt  you  and  the  officer  in  command  on  deck  ? — Yes, 
he  (the  Gunner)  said,  that  on  the  firing  ceasing  on  board  the  Montagu,  he  came  on 
deck  from  the  magazine,  and  found  the  colours  down,  and  the  Mail,  one  man  and  one 
boy  on  deck ; upon  which  he  threw  the  Mail  overboard. 

Did  he  say  he  had  received  orders  from  any  person  to  throw  the  Mail  overboard? 
—No.  ' 

Second  Day,  April  11,  1814. 

Charles  Hansell,  Gunner  of  the  Montagu.] — Did  any  boat  come  on  board  the 
Montagu  from  the  Pelham  after  the  action? — Yes. 

Who  was  in  it  ? — The  Master  and  the  Surgeon. 

Who  had  the  command  of  the  Montagu’s  deck  when  they  came  on  board  ? — I Had. 

What  did  you  say  to  the  Master  about  your  coming  upon  deck  from  the  magazine, 
after  the  Montagu  had  ceased  firing  ? — The  Montagu  had  not  ceased  firing  when  I 
came  upon  deck  from  the  magazine ; the  ship  was  lying  all  aback,  when  I came  upon 
deck,  and  had  ceased  firing  for  the  present ; but  as  soon  as  we  had  filled  the  ship,  we 
recommenced  firing : at  this  time  the  privateer  had  hauled  off,  and  the  Pelham  had 
commenced  action. 

Thomas  Nicholls.] — Did  you  belong  to  the  Montagu  ? — Yes. 

Were  the  colours  of  the  Montagu  ever  hauled  down  during  the  action  ? — I do  not 
know;  the  first  time  I saw  the  colours  down,  was  when  they  were  in  the  Gunner’s 
hands,  after  the  privateer  had  hauled  off,  and  he  was  lashing  the  colours  to  the  top- 
ping-lift ; but  they  were  afterwards  lashed  to  the  main-rigging. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  at  all  about  the  colours  being  hauled  down  ? — I will  state 
to  you  all  I know  about  it.  After  Mr.  W'atkins  was  wounded,  and  previous  to  the 
colours  being  lashed  to  the  rigging,  I heard  Captain  Watkins  sav  to  the  ship’s  crew, 

“ you  see  how  I am,  you  may  haul  the  colours  down,  or  do  what  you  will  with  the  ship, 

I am  wounded  and  can  do  no  more ;”  but  I do  not  know  whether  the  colours  had  been 
shot  away,  or  had  been  hauled  down;  Mr.  Watkins  and  the  Carpenter  being  the 
only  Officers  then  on  the  quarter-deck. 

Did  you  see  the  Gunner  come  upon  deck? — Yes. 
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What  Officers  were  on  deck  at  that  timer — The  Carpenter  and  Boatswain  only  > 
the  Carpenter  being  then  at  the  helm,  and  the  Boatswain  forward. 

Was  Mr.  Watkins  on  deck  when  the  Gunner  came  upon  deck? — No. 

Was  the  Mail  upon  deck  at  this  time?—  Yes,  at  the  larboard-quarter  port. 

What  number  of  men  were  upon  deck  when  the  Gunner  came  up? — The  Boat- 
swain, Carpenter,  myself  and  a boy ; and  when  I was  at  the  fore-hatclnvay,  before 
the  Gunner  came  up,  I heard  one  of  our  crew  say  (but  he  does  not  recollect  who  it 
was)  that  the  Americans  had  got  possession  of  the  ship ; upon  which  all  the  people  on 
deck,  except  the  Boatswain,  Carpenter,  boy  and  myself,  went  below  to  secure  their 
things. 

Who  threw  the  Mail  overboard  ? — The  Gunner. 

Who  assisted  him  in  throwing  the  Mail  overboard  ? — No  person. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  at  all  about  the  colours  being  hauled  down  ? — I will  state 
to  you  all  I know  about  it. — When  I went  aft,  the  Carpenter  was  standing  at  the 
larboard-side  of  the  helm,  with  his  right  arm  on  the  tiller ; I asked  him  if  I should 
heave  the  Mail  overboard  ? who  replied.  No  ; I then  went  forward  to  call  the  Boat- 
swain, and  whilst  I was  forward  the  Gunner  came  upon  deck,  went  to  lash  the  colours 
to  the  larboard  topping  lift,  (the  colours  being  then  down),  and  when  the  Gunner 
came  down  from  the  top  of  the  round-house,  he  threw'  the  Mail  overboard,  and  said, 
“ that  is  safe.” 

Do  you  know  whether  or  not  the  colours  were  hauled  down  previous  to  the  time 
they  were  re-hoisted  ? — I cannot  say  ; but  I heard  the  Carpenter  declare,  that  if  he 
had  a pistol  when  William  Husband  went  to  haul  the  colours  down,  he  would  have 
blown  his  brains  out. 

Thomas  Coverdale,  Carpenter  of  the  Montagu.] — Where  were  you  stationed 
during  the  action  between  the  American  privateer  and  the  Montagu  ? — On  the 
quarter-deck  during  the  whole  time. 

Were  the  colours  of  the  Montagu  struck  at  any  period  during  the  action  ? — The 
colours  were  down,  by  being  shot  away. 

Did  you  never  declare,  that  if  you  had  a pistol  when  Husband  went  to  haul  the 
colours  dowm,you  would  have  blown  his  brains  out  ? — I never  made  any  such  declara- 
tion to  my  knowledge  or  recollection. 

Did  you  hear  Mr.  WTatkins,  after  being  wounded  (and  before  he  went  off  the 
deck)  say  any  thing  relating  to  the  state  he  was  then  in,  or  to  the  ship  ? — I heard  Mr. 
Watkins  say,  “ Gunner,  come  up,  for  I am  wounded,  and  can  do  no  more;  my  good 
fellow,  come  up,  and  do  what  you  can  with  the  ship.”  At  which  time  Mr.  Watkins 
was  in  the  act  of  going  down,  when  the  Gunner  came  up. 

William  Husband , Seaman  of  the  Montagu.] — Did  you  haul  down  the  colours  of  the 
Montagu,  during  her  action  with  the  Globe  privateer? — Yes,  I did. 

At.  what  time  of  the  action  did  you  haul  them  down  ? — When  the  privateer  at- 
tempted to  board  us  on  the  larboard  quarter. 

By  whose  orders  were  the  colours  hauled  down? — By  Mr.  Watkins. 

A true  Copy  of  the  original  Minutes ; taken  by  me, 

James  Tippett,  Secretary  to  the  Captains’  Committee. 

Mr.  Carter's  MINUTES. 

HIS  Majesty’s  packet  Lady  Mary  Pelham,  at  sea,  Nov.  2,  1813,  on  her  passage 
from  Madeira  to  Teneriffe,  in  company  with  His  Majesty’s  packet  Montagu,  wind  E. 
fresh  breezes  and  cloudy  weather;  spoke  the  Montagu;  Captain  Norway  ordered 
the  Pelham  to  take  her  station  a-head  of  him,  a strange  schooner  coming  up  astern 
under  all  sail,  supposed  to  be  the  same  who  had  on  the  preceding  morning,  at  live 
o’clock,  exchanged  three  or  four  broadsides  with  the  Montagu,  close  in  with  the 
Brazenhead  ; both  ships  prepared  for  action,  steering  their  course  for  Teneriffe,  S.  by 
W.  per  compass.  At  2 p.m.  schooner  hoisted  American  colours,  and  the  Pelham 
having  gained  her  station  about  two-thirds,  or  a whole  cable’s  length  a-head  of  the 
Montagu,  shortened  sail  to  her  top-gallant  sails ; 2 : 40  p.m.  the  action  commenced 
by  the  Montagu  firing  her  stern  chasers,  which  was  immediately  returned  by  the 
schooner  firing  his  howr  guns  ; the  Pelham  then  opened  her  stern  chasers  upon  the 
enemy,  who  dosing  us  fast,  and  with  fresh  way,  laid  the  Montagu  on  board  upon  the 
starboard  quarter,  running  his  jib-bocm  into  her  main-chains:  within  something  less 
than  ten  minutes  the  Montagu  struck  her  colours.  Although  I looked  several  times  at 
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her  during  the  time  the  Pelham  was  engaged,  I did  not  see  them  flying,  until  the 
close  of  the  day,  when  the  schooner  was  chased  out  of  sight : I observed  them  then  re- 
hoisted  at  the  fore,  and  she  then  carrying  all  sail  to  close  with  the  Pelham.  To  prevent 
the  Montagu's  being  damaged  while  locked  with  the  enemy,  the  Pelham  was  obliged 
for  several  minutes  to  reserve  her  fire  : On  his  being  disentangled  from  the  Montagu, 
the  Pelham  opened  her  lire,  which  he  returned  by  a well-directed  discharge  of  grape 
and  musketry.  The  schooner  anil  Pelham  now  (2:  45.)  came  to  close  action  within 
pistol-shot,  Pelham  wearing  as  necessary,  to  prevent  the  enemy  laying  her  on-board, 
until  3 : 30.  when  the  enemy  ceased  firing,  and  struck  her  colours ; the  Pelham  then 
ceased,  and  bore  up  to  close  with  him,  when  he  set  his  square  sail,  and  every  thing 
else  he  could  carry : all  sail  was  immediately  made  in  chase,  and  was  continued  until 
three  quarters  past  five.  Night  coming  on,  and  no  hopes  of  coming  up  with  the 
enemy,  from  his  very  superior  sailing,  I shortened  sail  and  hove  to,  hoisted  out  the 
gig,  and  went  on-board  the  Montagu,  taking  with  me  the  surgeon  to  dress  the  wounded, 
as  theirs  was  killed.  On  the  Montagu’s  deck  I found  the  Gunner,  who  was  acting  in 
the  command  of  the  ship  ; and  upon  my  expressing  extreme  astonishment  at  the  very 
shameful  state  of  confusion  in  w hich  she  w as,  guns  laying  unsecured,  and  not  a single 
thing  ready  for  action,  in  the  event  of  falling-in  w ith  any  thing  during  the  night,  his 
reply  was,  “ I could  not  help  it.”  I asked  him  if  all  the  ship’s  company  w ere  killed 
or  wounded,  he  said,  he  could  find  no  more  than  the  few  I saw' ; that  on  the  firing 
having  ceased,  he  came  on  deck  out  of  the  magazine,  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  he 
found  but  one  man  and  one  boy  upon  deck,  the  colours  down,  and  seeing  the  mail 
laying  there,  he  took  it  up  in  his  arms  and  threw  it  overboard.  Upon  my  mustering  the 
Montagu’s  crew  by  her  watch-bill,  I found  fourteen  men  and  two  boys  safe  and  un- 
hurt ; one  man  1 drove  upon  deck,  and  another  I found  drunk,  several  of  the  others 
appeared  to  have  been  drinking  also,  but  were  not  incapable  of  doing  their  duty,  had 
they  wished  it : I exhorted  them  in  the  strongest  language  to  remain  upon  deck  during 
the  night,  and  to  clear  the  ship  a little  for  action ; and  after  assisting  with  a boat’s  crew'  in 
setting  her  a little  to  rights,  ordered  them  to  keep  close  to  the  Pelham  during  the 
night,  and  took  her  under  my  charge.  At  eleven  the  enemy  again  hove  in  sight,  but 
tacked  on  seeing  us,  and  got  on  our  weather  bow,  so  far  as  totally  to  shut  out  every 
hope  of  nearing  him,  and  by  his  tacking,  on  my  private  signal  to  the  Montagu,  he  got 
rapidly  to  windward  of  us  both  at  11  : 30 ; we  lost  sight  of  him,  he  standing  to  the 
S.  E.  and  we  continuing  our  course,  keeping  all  hands  to  quarters  until  day-light;  on 
the  same  day  we  made  the  land,  and  on  the  4th  instant  anchored  in  Port  Oratava. 

Thomas  Carter , Master  of  the  Pelham. 

Pelham,  Falmouth  Harbour, 

Sir,  April  12,  1814. 

Notw'ithstandtng  I am  gratified  by  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Enquiry 
held  upon  me  and  the  other  officers  and  ship’s  company  of  this  vessel,  I feel  it  a 
duty  I owe  to  the  excellent  conduct  of  a brave  and  meritorious  ship’s  company,  as 
well  as  to  my  own  character,  having  voluntarily  entered  into  the  service  of  their 
Lordships  the  Postmaster  General,  to  state  clearly  and  unequivocally  the  circum- 
stances of  the  action  of  the  -2d  November  last,  between  the  Montagu,  Lady  Mary 
Pelham,  and  the  American  privateer  Globe,  of  Baltimore,  Captain  Moon.  The 
Globe  was  pierced  for  eighteen  guns,  had  but  eight  mounted  ; in  addition  to  two 
heavy  guns  of  large  calibre,  on  traversing  circles  a midships,  and  a complement  .of 
1 00  men,  besides  officers.  Mr.  Tho.  Pering,  late  Acting  Commander  of  the  Pelham, 
having  been  wounded  in  the  heat  of  the  action,  and  obliged  in  consequence  to  be 
carried  to  his  cot,  and  a confinement  thereto  during  the  remainder  of  our  voyage 
outward  to  Rio  Janeiro,  placed  the  greater  part  of  the  action  of  2d  November,  as 
well  as  the  conduct  of  the  ship,  fora  considerable  period  under  my  command  : Under 
these  circumstances,  I venture  to  hope  their  Lordships  will  pardon  my  troubling  them, 
feeling  as  I do,  that  nothing  but  the  truth  can  render  justice  to  all;  witnessing,  as  I 
did,  my  Commander's  total  ignorance  of  every  thing  connected  w ith  the  conduct  of  a 
ship  in  action.  I most  seriously  lament  the  loss  the  Montagu  sustained,  both  in 
officers  and  men,  and  which  in  all  human  probability  would  not  have  been  so  great, 
had  my  advice  been  taken  by  my  Commander,  which  was  “ to  place  the  Pelham  in 
such  a situation  as  would  have  put  the  enemy  between  the  fires  of  both  ships.”  The 
Montagu  being  foul  of  the  privateer,  and  fast  locked  in  with  his  bowsprit  in  the  lee 
main  rigging,  the  Pelham  should  have  closed  with  them  to  leeward  earlier,  and 
brought  the  enemy  to  close  action : In  such  a position,  with  the  one  ship  upon  his 
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weather  how,  and  the  other  upon  his  Ice  quarter,  his  capture  or  destruction  was 
inevitable. 

Mi*.  Pering  however  at  that  instant  ordered,  without  my  knowledge,  the  helm  to  be 
shitted,  and  by  that  means  sheered  away  from  both  the  Montagu  and  the  enemy  for 
several  minutes  ; and  it  was  a circumstance  the  more  aggravating,  as  he  gave  this  in- 
judicious and  highly  improper  counterorder  in  the  same  moment  that  he  (after  a 
strong  remonstrance  from  both  the  Mate  and  myself)  submitted  the  management  of 
the  Pelham  to  my  direction. 

Having  been  in  many  actions  during  the  last,  and  nearly  all  those  of  consequence 
in  the  present  war,  I feel  myself  extremely  anxious  that  every  thing  which  hears 
upon  my  character  as  an  officer  or  a seaman  should  be  removed.  I trust  the  merits 
of  the  case  to  their  Lordships  justice,  that  the  fears  or  ignorance  of  a Commander 
may  not  implicate,  or  cause  any  reflections  upon  his  officers  and  crew. 

I have,  & c. 

C.  Saverland,  Esq.  (Signed)  Thomas  Carter, 

Master  of  H.  M.  packet  Pelham. 

Sir,  Packet  Office,  Falmouth,  12  April  1814. 

I beg  to  enclose  the  opinion  of  a Committee  of  Captains,  held  at  this  office,  to  Enclosure  (5)  in 
enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Master,  Mate  and  Ship's  Company  of  the  Lady  I’reell»gs, 
Mary  Pelham  packet,  to  ascertain  from  what  cause  that  ship  did  not  support  the  ^ a 9rtl  1814. 
Montagu  packet  during  her  engagement  with  the  Globe  American  privateer. 

A copy  of  the  Evidence,  together  with  a material  Statement  drawn  up  by  the 
Master,  I hope  to  be  able  to  send  you  by  to-morrow’s  post. 

I am,  Sir, 

F.  Freeling,  Esq.  & c.  See.  Sec.  Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  C.  Saverland. 

At  a Committee  of  Captains,  held  at  the  Packet  Office,  the  9th  day  of  April  1814.  Enclosure  (6)  in 

Mr.  Freelhig’s, 

Present:  (No.  94,  E.) 

...  -3  April  1814. 

Captain  Kidd,  President, 

- - - - Graham, 

- - - - Morphew, 

- - - - Blewett, 

- - - - Furse, 

Quicke,  r 

<-  - - - Davey. 

•r 

This  Committee  was  convened  by  direction  of  my  Lords  the  Postmaster  General, 
pursuant  to  Mr.  Freeling’s  letter  to  Mr.  Saverland,  of  the  26th  March  last,  for  the 
purpose  of  “ calling  on  Mr.  Pering,  late  Commander  of  the  Pelham  packet,  to 

account  for  his  conduct  in  not  assisting  the  Montagu  packet  during  the  time  she 
“ was  engaged  with  the  Globe  American  privateer  And  also  pursuant  to  Mr. 

Freeling’s  further  letter  to  Mr.  Saverland  of  the  28th  of  March,  stating,  “ That  as 
“ it  was  probable  Mr.  Pering  would  not  attend  the  Committee,  there  seemed  to  be 
“ no  objection  in  such  case  to  holding  an  Enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  other 
“ Officers  and  Ship’s  Company  of  the  Pelham,  to  ascertain  from  what  cause  that 
“ ship  did  not  support  the  Montagu  during  her  engagement  with  the  Globe.” 

Whereupon  this  Committee  proceeded  to  examine  the  Officers  and  several  of  the 
crews  of  the  Pelham  and  Montagu,  as  also  of  the  Journals  of  said  ships.  And  after 
most  minutely  investigating  the  whole  of  the  transaction,  this  Committee  are  of 
opinion, 

That  the  Pelham  did  not  render  the  Montagu  all  the  assistance  she  might  have 
done  at  tne  commencement  of  the  action,  for  the  following  reasons : 

1st.  She  was  (previously  to  the  privateer's  coming  up)  ordered  by  the  Montagu  to 
take  her  station  a-hcad  of  that  vessel,  a little  on  her  lee-bow;  this  (in  the  opinion  of 
tliis  Committee  very  injudicious  situation)  placed  the  Montagu  between  the  Pelham 
and  rhe  privateer,  which  of  course  prevented  the  Pelham  from  firing. 

2dW:  The  Pelham,  owing  to  an  error  in  judgment  in  her  Commander,  was  some 
minutes  longer  in  coming  to  action  with  the  privateer  than  she  otherwise  might  have 
been ; during  which  period  the  Montagu  sustained  all  her  damage. 
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N°  33- 
Note  from 
A.  Pering,  Ebq.  to 
Mr.  Freeling, 

26  April  1814. 


N°  34- 
Note  from 
F.  Freeling,  Esq. 
to  Mr.  Pering, 

28  April  1814. 


N°  35- 
Letter  from 
F. Freeling,  Esq.  to 
C.  Saverland,  Esq. 
26  April  1814. 


N°  36. 

Letter  from 
C.  Saverland,  Esq. 
to  F.  Freeling,  Esq. 
2 May  1S14. 

(with  x Enclosure.) 
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3<ily.  Ilad  not  the  Montagu  (most  improperly)  backed  her  maintop-sail,  and  con- 
sequently deadened  her  way,  by  which  means  she  lost  all  command  of  her  helm,  she 
might  have  bore  down  to  the  Pelham  for  assistance. 

It  appeared  also  to  this  Committee,  that  the  evidence  of  the  officers  and  ship's 
company  of  the  Montagu  were  at  variance,  and  contradicted  each  other;  and  the 
evidence  of  Captain  Watkins  widely  differed  from  his  Journal,  as  also  with  his  first 
statement  of  the  facts  in  giving  his  evidence. 

It  is  therefore  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  after  the  Pelham  got  into  action, 
every  officer  and  man  on  board  that  vessel  did  his  duty ; and  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  Pelham,  the  Montagu  must  inevitably  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

J.  Kidd , 

James  Graham , 
Joseph  Mar  phew, 
IF.  G.  Blexcett, 
John  Burse, 

John  Quick, 

Geo.  Davey. 


Mr.  A.  Pering  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Freeling,  and  has  waited  on  him 
to  request  to  be  informed,  whether  any  and  what  steps  have  been  taken,  or  are  in- 
tended to  be  taken  by  the  Board,  in  consequence  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Captains  on  the  Evidence  of  the  Officers  and  Ships  Companies  of  the  Montagu  and 
Lady  Mary  Pelham. 

to,  Arundel  Street,  Strand, 

26th  April  1S14. 


Mr.  Freeling  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Pering,  and  in  reply  to  the  Note  he 
had  the  honour  to  receive  from  him  on  the  2 Cth,  acquaints  Mr.  Pering,  that  having 
seen  the  Postmaster  General,  Mr.  Freeling  has  received  no  directions  from  their 
Lordships  to  make  any  communication  to  him  upon  the  subject  to  which  it  refers. 

General  Post-Office,^ 

April  28,  18  4.  J 

/ j>  - ~ 

Sir,  General  Post-Office,  26  April  1814. 

I am  commanded  by  mv  Lords  the  Postmaster  General  to  inform  you,  that  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Master,  Mate,  and  Ship’s 
Company  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham,  to  ascertain  from  what  cause  that  ship  did  not 
suppoit  the  Montagu  packet,  during  her  engagement  with  the  Globe  American 
privateer,  on  the  2(1  November,  together  with  the  Evidence,  “have  been  received,  and 
‘‘  laid  before  the  Postmaster  General.” 

C.  Saverland,  Esquire,')  I am,  -Stc. 

Falmouth.  j F.  Freeling, 

Secretary. 

, ' | ‘ )'  .,  \ i ' '•  *f*  tf  * C 

Sir,  Falmouth,  May  2,  1814. 

I enclose  a Letter  from  the  Commanders  composing  the  Committee  on  Captain 
Watkins’s  Enquiry,  in  answer  to  the  one  addressed  to  you  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pering, 
dated  the  29th  March  last. 

With  regard  to  the  number  of  Captains  which  composed  that  Committee,  I beg 
to  state,  that  all  the  Commanders  on  shore  were  summoned,  as  is  usual  in  such 
cases;  that  Captain  Bell  did  attend  at  the  office,  requesting  to  he  excused  on  the 
score  of  ill  health;  and  that  Captain  Petre  neither  attended,  or  sent  an  excuse,  but  ** 
I afterwards  learnt  that  he  was  indisposed.  As  all  were  summoned,  agreeably  to  the 
custom  of  the  Service,  and  there  were  four  in  readiness  to  enter  upon  the  Enquiry, 

I did  not  think  it  right  to  defer  it,  three  being  deemed  sufficient  either  lor  a Naval, 
or  a Military  Court  of  Enquiry. 

' I am,  &c. 

F.  Freeling,  Esquire.  C.  Saverland,  Agent. 
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Sir,  Falmouth,  22d  April  1814. 

We  have  seen  with  much  astonishment,  the  copy  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Thomas 
Poring,  late  Commander  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham  packet,  to  you  under  date  29th  ult. 
wherein  that  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  animadvert  on  the  proceedingsot  an  Enquiry 
directed  to  be  made  bv  their  Lordships  the  Postmaster  General,  “ into  the  cause  oi 
“ the  loss  of  the  Montagu’s  Mail,”  and  “whether  she  had  surrendered  to  the  enemy 
“ at  any  time  during  the  action,  and  a hat  assistance  was  rendered  by  the  Pelham 
and  in  which  he  has  also  thought  fit  to  cast  an-  unjust  imputation  on  us,  who  happened 
to  be  the  members  composing  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Poring  has  more  than  insinuated,  that  we  the  members  of  the  court  were  de- 
pendent on  the  person  of  whose  conduct  he  complained,  and  that  he  considered  us  to 
have  rendered  ourselves  parties  in  the  cause. 

We  think  Mr.  Pering  should  have  paused  before  he  ventured  to  have  cast  a re- 
flection on  officers  whose  former  life,  we  flatter  ourselves,  gave  no  room  for  so  foul  an 
imputation  : and  it  now  becomes  our  duty,  in  answer  to  the  allegments  contained  in 
his  letter  regarding  us,  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  their  Lordships  the 
Postmaster  General,  that  Mr.  Pering  has  no  just  grounds  whatever  for  reflecting 
on  our  conduct,  as,  during  the  progress  of  the  Enquiry,  we  never  deviated  from  the 
strict  line  of  dutv  imposed  on  us,  and  acted  with  the  greatest  impartiality. 

We  admit,  that  in  consequence  of  our  being  so  few  in  number,  (only  four,)  and  it 
being  a delicate  investigation,  two  of  the  members,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  others, 
waited  on  Mr.  Saverland  the  Agent,  to  know  if  the  Enquiry  must  proceed,  which  he 
directed ; but  in  calling  on  the  Agent,  we  bad  no  other  object  whatever,  than  a wish 
to  have  a greater  number  of  officers  present,  and  by  no  means  intending  to  remonstrate 
against  the  proceedings,  as  represented  by  Mr.  Pering. 

It  is  also  true  that  Captain  Cock,  who  sat  on  the  Committee,  had  been  just  before 
taken  by  a French  frigate,  and  no  Enquiry  had  then  taken  place,  respecting  the  loss 
of  his  ship;  but  he  was  summoned  to  attend,  and  the  other  members  considered'  him 
competent  to  sit,  not  anticipating  the  least  objection  would  be  made  to  him  on  that 
ground  ; it  being  notorious  to  every  one,  his  being  captured  by  so  superior  a force. 
The  Enquiry,  as  you  are  aware,  took  place  afterwards  on  that  officer,  when  he  was 
honourably  acquitted. 

Mr.  Pering  has  also  observed  that  one  of  the  members  proposed  a question,  and 
was  restrained  by  the  chairman ; if  such  were  the  fact,  which  possibly  might  be  the 
case,  it  was  more  out  of  delicacy  to  Mr.  Pering  than  a desire  to  suppress  any  fact 
connected  uith  the  Enquiry. 

And  with  respect  to  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  produced,  we  can  only  say, 
that  the  same  line  of  conduct  was  observed  on  this  occasion  as  has  been  invariably 
practised  at  other  Courts  of  Enquiry,  taking  the  senior  Officers  first,  and  afterwards  the 
petty  Officers,  and  seamen  ; but  it  has  scarcely  ever  been  considered  necessary  to 
examine  all  the  common  seamen  separately  ; a few  are  generally  called  in  apart,  and 
then  the  rest  together;  which  was  the  case  in  this  instance;  but  we  did  not  discover 
that  any  contradictory  testimony  was  given  by  any  of  them,  nor  was  there  any  va- 
riance of  consequence  in  their  statements,  as  asserted  by  Mr.  Pering. 

We  trust  the  above  explanation  will  satisfy  their  Lordships  that  our  conduct  in  this 
Committee,  does  not  merit  the  reflection  cast  on  it  by  Mr.  Pering,  and  will  remove 
any  unfavourable  impression  their  Lordships  might  otherwise  entertain  upon  the  re- 
presentation of  that  gentleman  ; but  at  the  same  time,  we  cannot  conclude  w ithout 
adding,  that  we  fell  a conscious  satisfaction  in  having  discharged  our  duty  with  strict 
impartiality  and  honour. 

We  have  the  honour  to  he, 

F.  Freeling,  Esq.  Se c.  See.  Sec. 

(Signed)  (1.)  Adh  Schuyler,  junr  (2.)  John  Bull, 

(3.)  James  Cock,  (4.)  Edxcd  Lawrancc. 

1.  Commander  of  the  Sandwich  packet. 

2.  Commander  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

3.  Commander  of  the  Townsend. 

4.  Commander  of  the  Duke  of  Kent. 


Enclosure  in 
Mr.  Saverland’ 
2 May  1814.. 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 


N°  37- 

Letter  trom 
F.  Freeling,  Esq.  to 
('.  Saverlancl,  Esq- 
il  May  1814. 


Sir,  General  Post-Office,  nth  May  1814. 

Having  laid  before  my  Lords  the  Postmaster  General,  your  letter  of  the  2d 
instant,  transmitting  one  from  the  Commanders  v.  ho  composed  the  Committee  on 
Captain  Watkins’s  Enquiry,  in  answer  to  the  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Pering  on  the  29th  March  last;  I am  commanded  by  my  Lords  to  acquaint  you,  for 
the  information  of  those  gentlemen,  that  nothing  can  be  more  satisfactory  than  their 
observations  and  explanations  of  the  animadversions  made  by  Mr.  Pering  on  their 
proceedings  in  the  course  of  the  Enquiry  in  question. 

I am,  Sir, 

C.  Savcrland,  Esq.  Falmouth.  (Signed)  F.  F reeling. 

Secretary. 


N°  38. 

Rote  from 
Mr.  Allen  Pering 
to  Mr.  Freeling, 

23  May  1814. 


Mr.  Allen  Pering  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Freeling,  and  begs  to  inform 
him,  that  the  object  of  the  message  requesting  an  interview  with  Mr.  Freeling,  seems 
to  have  been  misunderstood.  Mr.  Pcring’s  object  is  not  to  discuss,  but  to  com- 
municate; and  he  would  prefer  that  the  communication  which  he  has  to  make  to  the 
Postmaster  General,  should  be  through  Mr.  Freeling  personally,  in  case  his  objec- 
tions to  an  interview  are  removed  by  this  explanation. 


10,  Arundel  Street,  Strand, 
•23  May  1814. 


Mr.  Freeling  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Allen  Pering,  and  begs  leave  to  in- 
form him,  in  answer  to  his  note  of  yesterday,  that  Mr.  Freeling  cannot  undertake  to 
Mr.'  Allen  Pering  be  ^1C  Persona^  medium  of  any  communication  which  Mr.  Allen  Pering  may  desire  to 
May  24, 1814.  make  to  the  Postmaster  General;  but  Mr.  Freeling  will  transmit  without  delay 
any  written  communication  which  Mr.  Allen  Pering  may  wish  to  make  to  their 
Lordships. 

General  Post-Office, 

May  24,  1814. 

40  Sir,  Greenwich,  16th  June  1814. 

Letter  irom  My  brother  very  properly  exercised  his  discretion  in  withdrawing  the  intimation 

Tho.  Pering,  Esq.  vvhich  had  been  given  of  an  intention  to  resort  to  Parliament,  when  he  found  it  was 
tcM' rancijS^Veehng,  consjcjere(j  to  form  an  impediment  to  my  Lords  the  Postmaster  General  taking  such 
Sf*  61  4‘  steps  as  their  judgment  might  dictate,  in  consequence  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  Captains  on  the  April : His  request  of  an  interview  with  you  was  dictated 

by  the  same  wish  to  obtain,  through  their  Lordships,  the  reparation  which  I feel  to  be 
due  to  my  character.  These  steps,  I trust,  afford  a proof  that  I am  not  actuated  by 
any  motive  of  personal  hostility  on  the  occasion.  As  they  have  not  been  attended  with 
the  desired  result,  I consider  myself  at  liberty  to  adopt  such  measures  as  I shall  deem 
expedient. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Francis  Freeling,  Esq.  Sir, 

See.  See.  Sec.  Thomas  Pering. 


N°  39- 
Note  from 
A<f  v „ I,.,,. 


For  the  Postmaster  General. 

THE  Details  of  the  Action  between  the  Montagu  and  Lady  Mary  Pelham 
Packets,  and  an  American  privateer,  of  which  we  had  received  previous 
information. 

I have  read  these  papers  uith  very  considerable  sensations;  the  Statements  of  the 
Acting  Commander  of  the  Montagu,  ami  of  Captain  Pering  of  the  Pelham,  vary  ma- 
ral  ^m  'ihi;  priced-  r’a^y*  Your  Lordships  cannot  entertain  a doubt  that  the  Montagu  was  nobly  de- 
ing  Papers.  fended  by  the  gallant  and  lamented  Captain  Norway,  and  after  his  fall  by  Mr. 

Watkins  ; in  fact,  the  result  makes  this  self-evident.  . 

Your  Lordships  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  lists  of  killed  and  wounded ; it 
appears  that  on  board  the  Montagu,  Captain  Norway,  the  Surgeon,  and  three  seamen 
were  killed,  the  Master  and  two  men,  dangerously ; six  severely,  and  three  slightly 
wounded;  total  seventeen  killed  and  wounded,  out  of  a crew  of  twenty-eight. 

The  loss  on  board  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham,  is  the  Commander  and  one  mail 
wounded. 


N°  41. 

Minutes  of  the 


This 
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This  circumstance,  together  with  some  of  the  expressions  in  Mr.  Watkins  s letter, 
may  make  it  a serious  question  for  your  Lordships  consideration,  whether,  upon  the 
return  of  the  parties  to  Falmouth,  a Court  of  Enquiry  ought  not  to  sit,  to  report  their 
opinion,  whether  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Pelham  have  done  their  duty. 

28th  Dec.  1 813.  • 

(Signed)  F.  Freeling. 


The  conduct  of  the  Montagu  has  been  great;  I hope 
will  be  found  to  have  been  the  same. 


that  of  the  Pelham,  on  enquiry, 
(Signed)  Sandzvich. 


For  the  Postmaster  General. 


Nothing  can  be  more  natural  than  this  letter  from  the  brother  of  Mr.  Pering,  the 
Acting  Commander  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham  packet,  and  I send  it  with  a reference 
to  the  papers  I forwarded  to  your  Lordships  yesterday. 

29th  Dec.  1813. 

(Signed)  F.  Freeling . 


There  cannot  be  a more  proper  letter. 


(Signed)  Sandwich , 

Chichester. 


Minute  on 
N°*  4 & 5. 


For  the  Postmaster  General. 


Every  allowance  will  naturally  be  made  for  the  feelings  of  a brother  under  such  Minute  on  N°  9. 
circumstances  ; but  that  allowance,  in  its  fullest  extent,  cannot,  I conceive,  justify  an 
attack  of  this  nature  upon  your  Lordships  proceedings. 

The  enclosed  paper  shews  that  Mr.  Watkins’s  Appointment  can  have  no  bearing 
w hatever  upon  the  question,  as  it  relates  to  Mr.  Pering. 

Your  Lordships  will  decide,  whether  any  notice  shall  be  taken  of  this  letter;  if  it 
is  to  be  answered,  your  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  direct  in  what  manner  it  shall 
be  done. 


8th  Feb.  1814. 

I think  no  notice  should  be  taken  of  such  a letter. 


(Signed) 

F.  Freeling. 

(Signed) 

Sandwich , 
Chichester. 

For  the  Postmaster  General. 

This  enquiry  fully  establishes  the  gallantry  of  Mr.  Watkins  and  his  crew;  and  Minute  on  N°  10. 
proves,  as  far  as  the  evidence  goes,  that  she  received  no  assistance  from  the  Pelham. 

Farther,  that  the  Montagu  did  not  strike  her  colours,  as  represented  by  Air.  Pering 
her  temporary  commander;  when  that  person  comes  home,  his  conduct  must  be  en- 
quired into ; and,  indeed,  an  enquiry  has  been  solicited  by  Mr.  Pering’s  brother. 


(Signed)  F.  Freeling. 


Sandwich , 
Chichester. 


For  the  Postmaster  General. 

Your  Lordships  will  recollect  the  circumstances  to  which  the  enclosed  allude ; and  Minute  onNJ  18, 
an  extraordinary  letter  from  Mr.  Pering's  brother,  arraigning  in  strong  terms  your 
Lordships  conduct  in  promoting  Captain  Watkins. 

You  will  remember,  also,  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  on  the  enquiry  if  Cap- 
tain Watkins  was  justified  in  sinking  the  Mails. 

I have  been  very  anxious  that  Mr.  Pering  should  have  the  fairest  trial : first,  and 
principally,  from  the  impartial  justice  which  it  is  our  duty  to  administer  to  all;  and  next, 
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Minute  on  N*  20. 


Minute  on  N°  23 


Minute  on  N°  27. 


Minute  on 
K0i  2S  & 29. 
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irom  a private  sense  of  civilities  shewn  to  a part  of  my  family.  1 do  not  know  that  I 
any  correct  in  proposing  to  withdraw  any  member  who  sat  at  the  Court  of  Enquiry  on 
Air.  W atkins ; but  it  your  Lordships  see  no  objection  to  my  proposition,  in  my  intended 
letter  to  the  Agent  at  Falmouth*  it  will  prevent  Mr.  Pering  from  having  the  smallest 
reason  to  complain  that  he  is  not  impartially  dealt  by. 

General  Post-Office,")  (Signed)  F.  Freelhig. 

March  24,  1814.  j 

I approve  the  Secretary’s  letter  to  Mr.  Saverland. 

(Signed)  Chichester. 


l or  the  Postmaster  General. 


Your  Lordships  will  bear  in  recollection,  that  the  enquiry  into  Mr.  Pering's  con- 
duct was  suggested  and  solicited  by  his  brother. 

It  became  your  Lordships  duty  to  make  this  enquiry,  even  without  such  solicita- 
tion. 

What  Mr.  Saverland  suggests,  in  the  event  of  Mr.  Tho.  Pering’s  not  attending  the 
enquiry,  appears  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  both  injustice  to  him,  and  particularly 
to  the  persons  whose  conduct  he  implicates. 

APPd. 


(Signed) 


J Sandwich , 
[Chichester. 


For  the  Postmaster  General. 

It  is  distressing  to  see  such  a letter  as  that  written  by  Mr.  Pering,  late  Acting 
Commander  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham  packet,  to  our  respectable  Agent. 

It  is  painful  also  to  read  Mr.  P.’s  letter  to  me,  as  it  declines  the  enquiry  so  earnestly 
and  so  anxiously  solicited  by  his  brother. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  being  only  in  the  temporary  command  of  the  packet  for  one 
voyage,  he  may  have  his  option,  as  the  question  does  not  involve  property,  and  as  the 
facts  will  be  got  at  by  the  examination  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Lady  Mary 
Pelham. 

Further,  that  no  punishment  could  ensue,  beyond  that  of  not  suffering  any  person, 
of  whom  we  might  hereafter  hire  a temporary  packet,  to  employ  Mr.  Pering. 

In  this  view  of  the  case,  I submit  the  enclosed,  as  a proper  answer  to  be  sent  to 
Air.  Pering. 

(Signed)  F.  Freeling. 


I think  the  answer  to  Air.  Pering  a very  proper  one  ; but  I think,  also,  that  the  cir- 
cumstances stated  by  Mr.  Pering,  as  having  arisen  at  the  former  Court  of  Enquiry, 
should  be  made  known  to  the  Officers  who  composed  the  Court,  in  order  that  they 
may  refute  them. 

(Signed)  Chichester. 


For  the  Postmaster  General. 

This  Letter  merits  your  Lordship's  attention.  You  are  threatened  with  an  appeal 
to  Parliament,  for  having  promoted  Mr.  Watkins,  and  for  having  done  injustice  to 
the  writer. 

(Signed)  F.  Freelhig. 


For  the  Postmaster  General. 

Your  Lordships,  I presume,  will  be  of  opinion,  that  considering  the  manner  in 
which  your  Proceedings  have  been  arraigned  by  the  w riter  of  this  Note,  on  the  part 
of  his  brother,  the  threat  of  an  application  to  Parliament,  which  I believe  is 

intended, 


c 1 f Sandmch, 

S,sned>  1 Chichester 
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intended,  and  the  other  circumstances  of  the  case,  my  hesitation  to  sec  Mr. 
A.  Pering  has  been  right  and  unavoidable,  until  I receive  your  Lordships  commands 
.upon  the  subject. 

General  Post-Office,-}  (Signed)  F.  Freeling. 

16  April  1814.  j 

I think  Mr.  Freeling  might  see,  Mr.  Pering,  and  represent  to  him  the  impossibility 
of  entering  into  discussion  with  him  upon  this  business,  after  the  conduct  of  his  brother, 
unless  that  conduct  is  explained,  and  satisfaction  given. 

(Signed)  Chichester . 


It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  any  good  can  result  from  pursuing  this  matter 
further;  Mr.  Pering  having  declined  attending  the  Court,  has  no  claim  to  anydecision  or 
opinion ; and  as  he  is  not  in  the  service  of  the  Department,  no  step  can  be  taken  with 
regard  to  him,  and  consequently  it  is  unnecessary  to  make  any  comment  upon  the 
opinions  expressed  by  the  Committee.  It  may  be  sufficient  to  inform  the  Agent, 
that  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  have  been  received,  and  laid  before  the 
Postmaster  General. 


(Signed) 


f Chichester , 
[Sandwich. 


I pray  Lord  Chichester’s  attention  to  this  Note,  and  his  Lordships  opinion  as  to 
the  Reply  which  Mr.  Freeling  intends  to  make,  if  it  meets  Lord  Chichester’s 


approval. 

(Signed) 

F.  Freeling. 

v } T ) tK  c ./ 

Approved. 

(Signed) 

For  the  Postmaster  General. 

Chichester. 

Although  I felt  from  the  first,  how  perfectly  unnecessary  it  was  in  fact  to  put 
the  Commanders,  whose  conduct  had  been  arraigned  by  Mr.  Pering,  on  their 
defence, — yet  I would  not  give  any  part  of  that  gentleman's  family  opportunity  to 
cast  reflections  on  the  office,  for  having  neglected  any  representation  of  his. 

I presume  the  Letter  from  the  Commanders  cannot  fail  to  be  completely  satisfac- 
tory to  your  Lordships. 

They  are  all  brave  and  honest  men,  and  could  not  have  meant  injury  to  any  one. 

(Signed)  F.  Freeling. 

Nothing  can  be  more  satisfactory. 

(Signed)  Chichester. 


For  the  Postmaster  General. 

The  Postmaster  General  will  judge  whether  this  letter  from  Mr.  Pering,  the  late 
Commander  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham,  requires  any  answer.  If  it  does,  perhaps 
the  following  may  be  something  like  what  the  reply  ought  to  be. 

Sir, 

Havixg  laid  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  before  my  Lords  the  Postmaster 
General,  I am  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that  they  cannot  have  any  thing  to  do 
with  any  “ Measures”  which  you  shall  “ deem  expedient  to  adopt.” 

I am,  &c. 

(Signed)  F.  Freeling. 

General  Post-Office,  17  June  1814. 

It  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  necessary  to  send  any  answer;  the  letter  does  not 
call  for  one,  it  is  only  notification. 


Minute  on  N°  32. 


Minute  on 
33  * 34* 


Minute  on  N®  36. 


Minute  on  K®4o. 


(Signed) 


Chichester. 
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I xiier  ircrn 
.V  Richardson,  Esq. 
t<*  F Fietdmg,  E;  ij. 
22  .luiv  1814.. 
(with  1 Enclosure.) 


Enclosure  in 
J.  Richardson’s, 
22  July  1814. 


Sir,  London,  2 2d  July  1814. 

I deferred  sending  the  enclosed  until  this  day,  not  knowing  hut  that  my  com- 
munication might  l>e  attended  by  some  personal  inconvenience.  My  recent  arrival, 
and  t he  multiplicity  of  my  avocations,  positively  will  prevent  my  attendance  on  any 
investigation  that  may  interfere  with  my  own  business,  particularly  as  I am  again 
preparing  to  depart  to  the  Canary  Islands,  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

The  enclosed  letter  is  addressed  to  you,  in  consequence  of  that  feeling  which  ought 
to  actuate  the  breast  of  every  British  subject.  I can  say  much  more  on  the  circum- 
stances of  the  present  case,  and  am  at  all  times  ready  to  do  it,  under  the  condition, 
that  my  time  is  not  to  be  encroached  upon  bv  unnecessary  attendances,  &c.  It  is 
under  these  conditions  that  I send  you  my  address. 

I am,  &c. 

F.  Freeling,  Esq.  J Richardson. 


Sir,  London,  21st  July  1814. 

Having  recently  arrived  from  the  island  of  Teneriffe,  amongst  other  objects  that 
have  attracted  my  attention,  I yesterday  read  in  the  debates  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, a statement  made  by  Lord  Nugent,  of  the  late  affair  of  the  Montagu  packet. 
Captain  Watkins,  in  her  action  with  the  Globe  American  privateer,  on  her  passage 
from  Madeira  to  Port  Oratava.  A more  unfounded  account  I never  recollect  to  have 
heard;  and  here  let  me  state  to  you,  that  every  merchant  in  the  Canary  Islands,  who 
knew  the  whole  circumstance,  was  gratified  to  learn  that  such  a tribute  had  been 
paid  to  so  brave  a man  as  Captain  Watkins,  by  promoting  him  to  the  command  of 
the  packet  he  had  so  nobly  defended.  The  American  Lieutenant,  who  was  taken 
with  three  of  the  crew  of  the  privateer,  in  their  attempt  to  board  the  Montagu, 
declared  in  Oratava,  that  had  the  Pelham  come  into  close  action,  they  (the  privateer) 
must  have  been  taken;  and  that  under  such  impression,  they  had  no  other  resource 
than  to  make  a desperate  attempt  to  carry  the  Montagu  first,  (finding  her  much 
crippled)  by  hoarding,  for  they  apprehended  little  difficulty  in  taking  the  Pelham. 
They  threw  about  twenty-five  men  on  the  Montagu’s  main  boom,  the  principal  part 
of  which  were  precipitated  into  the  sea,  with  the  exception  of  the  four  before  men- 
tioned, who  fell  on  board,  and  wrere  made  prisoners,  and  brought  into  Oratava.  The 
Pelham  was  during  this  time  firing  her  shot  at  a distance  without  effect.  In  addition 
to  this,  Captain  Moon  of  the  privateer,  declared  repeatedly  that  the  Captain  of  the 
.Montagu  was  a brave  fellow  ; bat  that  the  other,  whoever  he  was,  was  a “ cowardly 
rascal,'’  for  that  had  he  behaved  in  the  same  way  that  the  Montagu  did,  they  would 
have  sunk  him.  Moon  also  spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  management  of  the  Montagu, 
saying,  that  he  should  have  been  happy  to  meet  the  Captain  and  shake  him  by  the 
hand,  were  it  not  that  lie  saw  him  killing  his  Lieutenant  after  the  attempt  to  board, 
and  when  he  was  a prisoner.  He  (Moon)  was  afterwards  undeceived  in  this  last  par- 
ticular. J hope  to  find  that  Mr.  Watkins  will  be  protected ; he  can  have  fifty  affidavits 
in  the  Canaries  as  to  the  fact  of  what  I here  have  stated,  were  it  necessary.  We  had  a 
much  better  opportunity  of  judging,  hearing  as  we  did  the  account  given  by  the 
Americans  themselves  ; which  accounts,  spontaneous  as  they  were  given,  were  to  the 
purpose.  Knowing  this,  there  was  not  a British  subject  in  the  island  who  did  not 
feel  particularly  interested  for  Captain  Watkins  and  his  brave  crew  after  their  arrival 
in  Teneriffe.  I am  aware  that  I have  adopted  a most  unusual  method  of  addressing 
you  on  the  present  occasion,  but  I could  not  patiently  pass  so  palpable,  and  I may 
add,  so  gross  a mis-statement  of  the  truth,  knowing  so  much  of  the  circumstances 
as  1 do,  from  the  Americans  themselves.  I think  it  right  to  add,  that  I never  knew 
Mr.  Watkins  but  in  Teneriffe. 

I am.  Sir,  &c. 

F.  Freeling,  Esq.  Joseph  Richardson. 

The  Montagu  never  struck  her  colours;  but  the  gaff,  or  the  gaff  haulyards,  I 
believe,  were  shot  away ; which  circumstance  the  Americans  themselves  admitted. 
The  colours  were  at  the  instant  re-hoisted. 
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STATEMENT  by  Lord  Nugent. 

Air.  Pering,  though  not  brought  up  to  the  sea,  having  for  upwards  of  twenty  years 
made  it  his  favourite  amusement,  had  acquired  some  knowledge  of  nautical  affairs. 
His  friend  Captain  Stevens,  Commander  of  H.  M.  packet  Lady  Mary  Pelham, 
being  appointed  to  the  Holyhead  station,  when  under  orders  lor  the  Brazils,  Mr. 
Pering  consented  to  take  the  command  for  the  voyage,  if  the  arrangement  met  the 
approbation  of  the  Post-Office : This  being  conveyed  in  highly  flattering  terms,  Mr. 
Pering  took  the  command,  under  the  follow  ing  appointment : 


N°  43- 

Statement  present- 
ed to  the  Postmaster 
General  by  the 
Right  honourable 
Lord  Nugent,  26 
May  1814. 


“ In  compliance  with  directions  from  my  Lords  the  Postmaster  General,  I hereby 
appoint  Thomas  Pering,  Esq.  Acting  Commander  of  H.  M.  packet  Lady  Mary 
Pelham,  and  invest  him  with  full  powers  to  act  under  my  Commission.  Given 
under  my  hand,  this  2d  October  1813. 

“ Approved, 

C.  Saverland,  Agent. 


“ J.  A.  Stevens, 

Captain.” 


On  his  arrival  at  Madeira,  Mr.  Pering  found  H.  M.  packet  Montagu,  Captain 
Nonvay,  likewise  bound  to  the  Brazils.  They  sailed  together  on  the  1st  November, 
and  on  the  following  day  were  chased  by  the  Globe  American  privateer.  Captain 
Norw  ay  directed  Mr.  Pering  to  take  a station  on  the  Montagu  lee  bow  ; the  enemy 
availing  himself  of  this  situation  of  the  two  vessels,  laid  the  Montagu  aboard;  and 
thus  prevented  the  Pelham  from  firing,  w ithout  endangering  her  consort.  Fortunately, 
however,  before  the  Montagu  could  be  taken  possession  of,  the  tw  o vessels  separated, 
mid  the  Pelham,  after  having  been  compelled  for  nearly  ten  minutes  to  reserve  her  fire, 
was  enabled  to  bring  the  enemy  to  action.  At  this  time  the  Montagu  lay  like  a log 
upon  the  water ; her  coloin’3  were  struck,  and  there  was  not  the  appearance  of  a 
soul  -mi  deck.  Sometime  after  the  Pelham  and  privateer  were  in  action,  the  Mon- 
tagu’s colours  were  rehoisted,  and  she  fired  one  or  tw  o shot.  The  engagement  between 
the  Pelham  and  the  Privateer  continued  for  forty  minutes,  mostly  within  pistol-shot, 
when  the  latter  made  off,  apparently  in  a sinking  state;  and,  as  it  afterwards  appeared, 
with  the  loss  of  upw  ards  ot  fifty  killed  and  wounded.  After  an  unsuccessful  chase  of 
two  hours,  the  Pelham  lay-to  for  her  consort,  and  found  that  Captain  Norway  had 
been  killed,  the  Master  w ounded,  and  nearly  half  her  crew  killed  and  wounded.  The 
only  loss  sustained  by  the  Pelham  was,  Mr.  Pering  and  one  seaman  wounded.  The 
two  Packets  arrived  at  Teneriffe ; the  Montagu  having  lost  her  Mail,  returned  to 
England  ; the  Pelham  continued  her  voyage. 

The  accounts  of  the  action  transmitted  to  the  Post  Office  by  Mr.  Watkins,  Master 
of  the  Montagu,  and  by  Mr.  Pering,  are  of  the  most  opposite  nature,  and  evidently 
prove  that  one  of  them  had  forfeited  all  pretensions  to  truth  and  honour;  for  whilst  Mr. 
Pering  endeavours  to  prevent  all  imputation  on  the  memory  of  his  friend  Captain 
Norway,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  state  that  the  Montagu  had  struck  her  colours ; and  that 
the  Pelham  had  been  the  means  of  preventing  her  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Watkins  accuses  the  Pelham  of  having  rendered 
the  Montagu  no  service:  and  after  stating  the  loss  of  his  Mail,  which  he  accounts 
for,  as  happening  during  the  action,  and  describing  the  manner  in  which  he  succeeded 
in  beating  off  the  privateer,  he  observes,  that  the  example  set  him  by  his  lamented 
Captain,  made  him  determine  that  the  flag  which  was  flying  at  the  Montagu’s  gaff, 
should  not  be  disgraced  by  his  successor.  In  a postscript,  Mr.  Watkins  adds, 
“ The  American  Captain  says,  our  consort  fought  shy,  and  I have  a letter  which  I 
“ will  shew  you,  when  I come  home,  to  prove  it.” 

On  having  intimation  of  these  Letters,  Mr.  Allen  Pering  applied  to  the  Post- 
master General,  requesting,  on  behalf  of  his  brother,  that  a strict  and  minute 
investigation  might  take  place  into  his  conduct,  and  he  was  informed  by  Mr.  Freeling, 
in  answer,  “ that  nothing  can  be  more  right  or  reasonable  than  the  request.’’ 

Mr.  A.  Pering  then  submits  to  the  consideration  of  their  Lordships,  the  propriety 
of  ensuring  the  evidence  of  the  Montagu’s  crew',  by  having  them  examined  on  her 
arrival:  to  this  application  no  answer  is  returned.  On  Mr.  Watkins’s  arrival  he 
receives  the  appointment  of  a Commander  in  the  service,  not  only  without  any  in- 
vestigation into  the  truth  of  the  above  statement,  but  previous  to  the  trial  which  had 
hitherto  taken  place,  even  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances,  on  the  loss  of  a 
Mail.  Mr.  A.  Pering  felt  it  his  duty  to  represent  to  their  Lordships,  the  impression 
which  must  be  produced  by  such  an  appointment,  and  adverting  to  his  former  appli- 
cation respecting  the  Montagu’s  crew',  requested  to  be  present  on  his  brother’s  behalf, 
at  any  such  examination  : to  this  no  answer  is  returned,  but  on  the  4th  ol  March,  at 
131.  L which 
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which  time  the  Pelham  was  hourly  expected,  a Court  of  Enquiry,  composed  of  Cap- 
tains in  the  service,  is  held,  of  which  no  information  is  given  to  Mr.  A.  Perin". 
The  following  are  understood  to  be  the  heads  of  enquiry : How  came  the  Montagu 
to  sink  her  Mail,  when  she  afterwards  beat  off  the  privateer  ? Did  the  Montagu 
strike  her  colours?  What  assistance  was  rendered  by  the  Pelham  r It  is  also  under- 
stood that  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Court  was  at  the  time  the  subject  of  an 
enquiry  for  the  loss  of  his  Mail,  for  which  he  was  himself  tried  a few  days  after  by 
a similar  Court ; that  a Deputation  waited  on  Mr.  Saverland  the  Agent,  to  remon- 
strate against  proceeding,  and  were  required  to  go  on  ; — that  the  Court  confined  its 
duties  to  putting  the  above  questions,  and  recording  the  answers  returned  ; — that  one 
of  the  Members  proposed  a question,  and  was  restrained  by  the  President,  on  the 
ground  that  their  Instructions  did  not  allow  them  to  enter  into  the  minutite  of  the 
business  ; — and  that  after  a few  of  the  Montagu's  crew  had  been  examined  separately, 
notwithstanding  there  was  a variance  in  their  testimony,  the  others  were  had  in  en 
masse,’  to  give  their  assent  to  what  had  been  already  said.  It  will  easily  be  conceived 
that  the  result  of  such  a proceeding,  which  began  by  assuming  the  correctness  of 
Captain  Watkins’s  account  of  the  action,  and  went  on  to  try  the  whole  question  on 
ex-parte  evidence,  could  be  no  other  than  his  honourable  acquittal. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  Captain  Watkins  refers  to  a Letter  in  his  possession,  as 
proving  the  American  Captain’s  alleged  remark,  that  the  Pelham  fought  shy.  This 
letter  appears  to  be  from  the  American  Consul  at  the  Grand  Canary  Island  to  some 
one  in  Teneriffe,  in  which  he  mentions  the  arrival  of  the  privateer,  and  gives  some 
account  of  the  action;  the  expression  “fought  shy,”  is  a construction  of  Captain 
Watkins’s  own  placing,  how  far  founded  may  appear  hereafter;  but  it  escaped  him 
to  notice,  to  him  a most  material  part  of  the  letter,  which  states  that  the  Montagu 
struck  her  colours.  So  that  it  appears  that  with  such  a statement  in  his  possession, 
he  calls  the  attention  to  the  position  of  the  Montagu’s  flag,  as  flying  at  the  gaflf  and 
it  is  believed  that  this  letter  was  produced  to  the  Court,  by  which  Captain  Watkins’s 
conduct  was  approved.  As  the  American  Captain  has  been  introduced,  it  may  not 
be  uninteresting  to  know  something  of  what  he  really  does  say.  A gentleman,  lately 
returned  from  Antigua,  informed  Mr.  A.  Pering,  that  in  the  Antigua  Gazette,  of 
about  the  6th  of  January,  he  read  an  account  of  the  arrival  of  a vessel  which  had 
been  captured  by  the  Globe  privateer,  and  retaken ; the  Master  of  which  had 
deposed,  that  whilst  on  hoard  the  Globe,  he  read  in  her  log  an  account  of  her  having 
lately  had  an  action  with  two  vessels,  iq^parently  packets;  that  the  one  which  she 
first  engaged,  in  a few  minutes  struck  her  colours ; hut  that  they  could  not  take 
possession  of  her,  being  brought  to  action  by  the  other  vessel,  from  which  they 
received  so  much  damage  as  to  be  obliged  to  inake-off,  much  water-logged;  that  the 
first  vessel  re-hoisted  her  colours,  and  fired  under  them.  This  account  tallies  most 
exactly  with  that  by  Mr.  Pering;  and  it  may  be  deemed  a little  unfortunate,  that  on 
searching  in  London,  the  Antigua  Gazette  of  the  6th  January  should  be  the  only  one 
missing. 

On  Mr.  Pering’s  return  he  applied  for  a copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee 
of  the  4th  of  March.  lie  likewise  communicated  that  he  was  prepared  to  prove,  that 
the  Montagu’s  ensign  was  hauled  down,  and  that  her  mail  was  thrown  overboard,  not 
as  stated  by  Captain  Watkins  in  his  letter,  hut  after  it  had  ceased  to  be  in  danger. 

This  part  of  the  transaction  is  so  extraordinary  that  it  requires  particular  mention. 

It  appears  that  when  the  firing  on  hoard  the  Montagu  ceased,  the  Gunner  came  on 
fleck  from  the  magazine,  to  know  what  was  the  matter,  and  finding  no  one  there  but 
the  carpenter,  who  was  at  the  helm,  and  a boy,  he  asked  what  was  become  of  the 
crew ; — that  being  informed  that  the  greatest  part  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  the 
rest,  gone  below,  and  seeing  the  colours  hanging  over  the  quarter,  and  the  mail  on 
deck,  he  thought  no  time  was  to  be  lost  in  taking  care  of  the  mail,  and  threw  it  over- 
board ; — that  this  was  scarcely  done,  when  he  perceived,  but  too  late,  that  the  Pelham 
was  in  dose  action  with  the  privateer.  Captain  Watkins’s  motives  for  avoiding  this 
statement  will  he  too  evident  to  need  comment. 

In  answer  to  the  application  respecting  the  proceedings,  Mr.  Pering  is  informed 
that  his  request  cannot  be  complied  with,  hut  that  they  will  be  laid  on  the  table  of  a 
similar  Court,  to  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  his  conduct.  With  regard  to  the  other 
communication,  not  the  slightest  notice  is  ever  taken  of  it. 

As  a proof  of  the  spirit  in  which  the  proceedings  of  the  office  have  been  carried  on, 
it  is  thought  proper  to  notice  the  following  circumstance : — Mr.  Pering  having  reason 
-to  think  that  a letter  to  Mr.  Creeling,  which  he  had  Jour  days  before  enclosed  in  one  to 

Air,. 
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Mr.  Saverland,  had  not  been  forwarded,  wrote  Mr.  Saverland,  requesting  to  know  if 
it  had  been  so  ; and  when  in  answer  he  is  informed  that  all  his  letters  had  been  for- 
warded, “ but,”  Mr.  Saverland  adds,  “ I have  no  recollection  of  the'time  when  they 

were  forwarded,  not  keeping  copies  of  my  letters  or  of  yours.”  Mr.  Pering 
had  hitherto  corresponded  with  Mr.  Saverland,  under  an  idea  that  he  might  be  consi- 
dered within  the  scope  of  a general  order,  by  which  this  gentleman  is  not  only  con- 
stituted the  medium  of  communication  between  the  office  and  the  commanders,  but 
the  judge  of  what  representations  are  proper  to  be  addressed.  On  receiving  this  letter 
he  wrote  the  Postmaster  General,  to  request  that  his  correspondence  with  the  Board 
might  in  future  be  direct,  and  Avbich  accordingly  has  been  the  case. 

Anxious  as  Mr.  Pering  must  be  supposed  to  have  been  for  an  investigation  of  his 
conduct,  he  thought  it  too  hazardous  a step  to  entrust  a question  so  nearly  affecting 
his  honour,  'to  a Court  similar  to  that  of  the  4th  of  March.  Debarred  access  to  its 
proceedings,  he  stated  to  the  Postmaster  General  what  he  understood  to  he  their 
nature; — put  it  to  their  Lordships,  whether,  if  such  statement  were  correct,  he  could 
reasonably  look  for  justice  to  a tribunal  so  composed ; and  concluded  by  suggesting  an 
enquiry  by  naval  officers. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  question  the  correctness  of  Mr.  Pering’s  Statement,  but  it 
is  sought  to  justify  the  proceedings  of  the  office,  as  founded  on  Mr.  A.  Pering’s  ap- 
plication; and  Mr.  Pering  is  informed  by  Mr.  Freeling,  that  as  his  “ being  placed  in 
the  command  of  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham,  even  for  this  single  voyage,  during  the 
absence  of  the  regular  Commander,  was  not  the  act  of  this  office,  the  enquiry  would 
not  be  proceeded  in,  as  regarded  him,  since  he  objected  thereto,  but  would  be  held  on 
the  other  officers  and  ship’s  company  of  the  Pelham.”  Had  Mr.  Freeling’s  observa- 
tion been,  that  the  appointment  was  not  in  law  an  appointment  by  the  office, 
though  purporting  to  be  made  by  the  direction  of  the  Postmaster  General,  and  cer- 
tified to  have  been  so  by  their  Lordships  Agent,  it  might  have  been  correct ; but, 
surely,  it  will  not  be  contended  that  Mr.  Pering’s  “ being  placed  in  the  command,” 
was  not  the  act  of  the  office ; Captain  Stevens  proposes,  but  the  office  decides,  and 
by  its  directions  he  appoints.  The  observation  may  in  some  measure  be  accounted 
for,  by  supposing  that  Mr.  Saverland  did  not  communicate  to  the  office  the  approba- 
tion which  he  had  stamped  on  the  Commission ; and  that  he  afterwards  found  it  con- 
venient to  represent  the  transaction  as  one  between  Captain  Stevens  and  Mr.  Pering, 
with  regard  to  which  the  office  had  been  merely  passive ; though,  bad  such  evett 
been  the  case,  it  does  not  seem  clear  how  any  one  can  be  in  the  command  of  a 
packet,  without  the  act  of  the  office ; since  the  giving  instructions  and  taking  receipts 
for  the  mails,  are  unquestionably  acts  of  the  office.  As  this  is  the  ground  on  which 
it  is  attempted  to  establish  such  a distinction  between  the  other  commanders  and  Mr. 
Pering,  as  to  justify  the  dispensing  with  enquiry  as  to  him,  it  has  been  thought  material 
to  investigate  its  foundation. 

A Court  of  Enquiry  was  accordingly  held  on  the  8th  of  April ; but  in  proof  of  the 
anxiety  to  avoid  every  subject  w hich  might  implicate  Captain  Watkins,  it  was  confined 
to  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  Pelham  to  the  Montagu ; neither  the  Montagu’s 
colours  or  mail  form  any  part  of  the  enquiry,  notwithstanding  the  communications 
subsequent  to  the  former  Court.  The  decision  of  the  Court  was  read  to  the  Officers 
and  ship’s  company  of  the  Pelham ; and  though  it  lias  not  been  transmitted  to 
Mr.  Pering,  he  is  able  to  state  that  it  is  in  substance  as  follows  : 

The  Court  is  of  opinion  that  the  Pelham  did  not  render  all  the  assistance  to  the 
Montagu,  at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  wffiich  she  might  have  afforded,  for 
three  reasons ; 

1st.  She  w'as  ordered  by  the  Montagu  to  take  a station  on  her  lee  how,  which  (in 
its  opinion)  very  injudicious  situation  placed  ihe  Montagu  between  the  enemy  and 
the  Pelham,  and  consequently  prevented  the  latter  from  firing  : 

2dly.  The  Pelham,  from  an  error  in  judgment  in  her  Commander,  was  some  minutes 
longer  than  she  need  have  been,  in  corning  into  action,  during  which  period  the  Mon- 
tagu’s damage  was  sustained  : 

3dly.  Had  not  the  Montagu  most  improperly  backed  her  main-topsail,  and  thereby 
deadened  her  way,  by  which  the  command  of  her  helm  was  lost,  she  might  have  bore 
down  on  the  Pelham  for  assistance.  It  appeared  to  the  Court  that  the  evidence  of 
the  officers  and  ship’s  company  of  the  Montagu  was  at  variance,  and  contradicted 
each  other;  and  that  the  evidence  of  Captain  Watkins  widely  differed  from  his  log, 
and  from  his  former  statement  in  giving  his  evidence. 

The  Court  is  of  opinion  that  after  the  Pelham  got  into  action,  every  officer  and  man 
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on  board  that  vessel  did  his  duty ; and,  but  for  the  Pelham,  the  Montagu  must  in- 
evitably have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

It  is  understood  that  the  fact  of  the  Montagu  having  struck  her  colours,  appeared 
in  evidence  before  the  Court,  but  as  this  fact  formed  no  part  of  the  Enquiry,  the  Re- 
port is  of  course  silent  on  this  head. 

Some  light  may  be  thrown  on  the  above  Report,  by  shewing  how  Mr.  Pering  was 
circumstanced  with  regard  to  the  other  officers  of  the  Pelham.  Mr.  Carter  the 
Master,  had  been  for  some  years  a Lieutenant  in  the  navy ; he  is  understood  to  be 
well  known  to  Mr.  Croker,  and  by  some  means  lost  his  commission.  At  the  re- 
commendation of  Mr.  Saverland,  Captain  Stevens  had  engaged  him  as  Master  just 
before  Mr.  Pering  took  the  command.  It  was  not  long  before  Mr.  Carter's  unfit- 
ness for  his  situation  became  manifest;  and  whilst  abroad  Mr.  Pering  wrote  to  the 
office  on  the  subject  of  his  conduct,  but  the  packet  (Townshend)  being  captured  and 
sunk,  it  is  not  known  whether  Captain  Cock  preserved  the  letter  or  not.  It  will 
easily  be  imagined,  that  as  well  from  personal  feeling  as  from  other  obvious  motives, 
Mr.  Carter  cannot  have  been  very  favourably  disposed  towards  Mr.  Pering  on  the 
occasion.  The  mate,  Mr.  Pocock,  is  an  officer  of  a different  description,  but  he 
happens  to  have  as  strong  a personal  feeling  on  another  ground  ; his  father  purchased 
a vessel  which  he  tendered  to  the  Post  Office  as  a temporary  packet,  with  a view  of 
establishing  him  in  the  command  j the  tender  was  accepted,  but  an  order  was  issued 
that  no  one  could  be  in  the  command  of  a packet  w ho  had  not  been  a certain  number 
of  years  at  sea.  This  order  had  the  effect  of  excluding  Mr.  Pocock,  who  could 
not  have  seen  with  indifference,  that  this  regulation  was  broken  through  in  favour  of 
one  who  had  no  claims  from  professional  service.  Without  attributing  therefore  to 
Mr.  Pocock  any  thing  more  than  natural  feelings,  it  is  evident  that  his  bias  would 
lead  him  to  impeach  the  propriety  of  Mr.  Pering’s  appointment.  When  these  points 
are  considered,  and  that  Mr.  Pering  was  not  present  to  justify  his  own  measures; 
and  making  a little  allowance  for  the  esprit  ac  corps  which  is  natural  to  professional 
men,  where  a mere  amateur  is  concerned,  it  will  perhaps  be  deemed  highly  honour- 
able to  Mr.  Pering,  that  on  a subject  in  which  his  character  was  implicated,  the 
only  reflection  that  can  be  thrown  on  him  should  be  an  error  in  judgment,  on  a point 
in  which  he  may  be  supposed  to  feel  little  or  no  interest,  whilst  the  accuracy  of 
his  Statement  is  completely  confirmed,  and  the  character  of  his  accuser  is  placed 
in  too  strong  a light  to  be  mistaken,  notwithstanding  the  endeavour  to  prevent  its 
being  drawn  into  notice.  It  must  not  be  imagined,  however,  that  Mr.  Pering  ior  a 
moment  admits  that  there  was  in  point  of  tact,  such  error  in  judgment.  On  the 
contrary,  he  is  satisfied  that  had  he  been  present,  he  should  have  had  no  difficulty 
in  convincing  the  Court,  that  the  Pelham  could  not,  under  the  circumstances,  have 
been  brought  sooner  into  action  ; and  he  submits  with  confidence  to  naval  men, 
whether  it  is  not  something  like  splitting  a hair  to  say  that,  when  placed  by  his 
commanding  officer  in  an  improper  situation,  he  had  out  of  a portion  of  time 
which  embraced  only  ten  minutes,  lost  “ some  minutes  ” in  bringing  his  ship  into 
action. 

Previous  to  the  above  decision,  Mr.  Pering  had  intimated  his  intention  of  applying 
to  Parliament;  and  it  being  considered  that  this  intimation  might  form  an  impediment 
to  their  Lordships  taking  such  steps  as  their  judgment  w ould  prescribe  on  the  occasion  ; 
it  was  desired,  that  it  might  be  considered  as  not  having  been  given.  Captain 
Watkins,  however,  still  retains  his  appointment,  and  no  disposition  is  evinced  to  do 
Mr.  Pering  that  justice,  to  which  the  Post-Office  must,  it  is  conceived,  now  be  con- 
vinced that  he  is  entitled : but  it  is  not  only  as  concerns  himself  that  be  feels  an  in- 
terest on  the  occasion ; — that  greater  ardour  to  come  to  action,  and  more  determined 
bravery  during  its  continuance,  could  not  be  displayed,  than  was  shewn  by  the  crew 
of  the  Pelham,  Mr.  Pering  feels  it  a duty,  as  well  as  a pleasure,  to  testify;  and  he 
cannot  with  indifference  consider  himself  as  the  only  obstacle  to  their  receiving  that 
reward,  which  it  is  the  usage  of  the  Service  to  confer,  on  occasions  of  this  nature. 
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STATEMENT  by  the  Post-Office,  with  Mr,  Pering’s  REMARKS. 


Mr.  Bering's  Remarks. 

It  might  naturally  be  inferred,  from  the 
commencement  of  this  Official  Statement, 
that  it  was  the  result  of  an  examination 
into  the  facts.  It  could  not  be  anticipated, 
that  it  should  not  only  be  at  variance  with 
those  facts,  but  on  the  face  of  it,  appear 
to  be  so. 

The  account  of  the  Action,  as  given  by 
the  Montagu,  being  to  be  found  on  the 
other  side,  it  will  be  proper  to  state  that 
given  by  the  Pelham. — Previous  to  the  Pri- 
vateer’s coming  up,  Captain  Norway  di- 
rected the  Pelham  to  take  her  station  on  the 
Montagu’s  lee  bow.  The  enemy  availing 
himself  of  the  situation  of  the  two  vessels, 
laid  the  Montagu  aboard,  and  thus  pre- 
vented the  Pelham  from  firing,  without 
endangering  her  consort.  In  less  than  i o 
minutes  the  Montagu's  ensign  was  hauled 
down,  and  all  resistance  on  her  part  had 
ceased;  but  before  she  could  be  taken 
possession  of,  the  Privateer  swung  off’ 
and  the  Pelham  was  enabled  to  bring  her 
to  action.  It  appears,  that  at  this  period 
the  Gunner  of  the  Montagu,  who  was  sta- 
tioned in  the  magazine,  came  on  deck;  that 
finding  no  one  but  a wounded  man  and 
a boy,  perceiv  ing  the  colours  struck,  and 
seeing  the  Mail  on  deck,  he,  under  the  impression  that  no  time 
was  to  be  lost  in  its  preservation,  threw  it  overboard,  before  he 
was  aware  that  the  Privateer  was  closely  engaged  with  the  Pelham. 

After  an  action  of  40  minutes,  at  the  close  of  which,  Mr.  Pering 
was  severely  wounded,  the  privateer  succeeded  in  making  her 
escape.  During  the  engagement  with  the  Pelham,  the  Montagu 
re-hoisted  her  colours,  and  fired  either  one  or  two  guns. 

Mr.  Pering’s  situation  was  not  a little  embarrassing;  it  was  his 
anxious  wish  to  prevent  any  imputation  on  the  memory  of  his 
lamented  friend  Captain  Norway,  whilst  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  put 
the  Post-Office  in  possession  of  the  real  circumstances.  He 
accordingly  wrote  two  Letters  to  the  Board  ; in  the  one  which 
may  be  considered  his  public  Letter,  he  states  as  follows : “ It 
“ fell  to  the  lot  of  the  Montagu,  at  2:  40  p.m.  the  Lady  Mary 
“ Pelham  being  within  short  musket-shot  of  her,  to  receive  the 
“ first  attack,  in  which  an  attempt  was  made  to  board,  which  was 
“ gallantly  and  successfully  repelled,  but  unfortunately,  by  it 
“ the  Montagu  suffered  so  much  as  to  be  unable  to  continue  the 
“ action,  which  at  2:  .50  p.m.  fell  upon  this  brig;  the  action  was 
“ warmly  contested  (but  never  doubtful)  the  greatest  part  of  the 
“ time  within  pistol-shot,  till  3 : 30,  when  her  fire  ceased,  and  she 
“ made  off.”  In  the  accompanying  Letter,  he  expresses  his 
regret  at  being  under  the  necessity  of  stating  that  the  Montagu 
had  struck  her  colours,  and  adverts  to  his  motives  for  omitting 
such  statement  in  his  public  Letter. 

On  the  24th  December  the  Agent  trans- 
mitted to  the  Postmaster  General  a State- 
ment of  the  action  from  Mr.  Watkins,  the 
Master  of  the  Montagu,  and  from  Mr. 
Pering,  the  Acting  Commanding  of  the 
Lady  Mary  Pelham. 

151.  M Mr. 


Statement  by  the  Post-Office. 

The  Montagu  Packet,  Captain  Norway,  44. 

Commander,  which  sailed  from  Falmouth  Statement  by  the 

for  the  Brazils,  on  the  19th  October  1S13,  Ve  ring’s  "lie- 
proceeded  on  her  voyage  from  Madeira,  murk?,  20°  April 
in  company  with  the  Lady  Mary  Pelham  1814. 
packet,  on  the  2d  November  following. 

And  on  the  same  day,  at  2 : 50  p.m.  the 
Montagu  was  attacked  by  an  American 
Privateer,  with  which  she  was  engaged 
until  3:  32  p.m.  when  the  enemy  having 
made  a desperate  attempt  to  board  with  a 
vast  number  of  men,  the  mails  were  sunk. 

The  Privateer  however  was  repulsed,  and 
sheered  off  at  4p.m.  when  the  Pelham 
commenced  an  action  with  the  Privateer, 
which  lasted  about  10  minutes.  After  a 
chase  of  about  three  hours,  in  which  the 
Montagu  bore  a part,  as  well  as  her  crip- 
pled state  would  admit,  the  Privateer  made 
her  escape. 

In  tbe  Montagu’s  Action,  the  Com- 
mander, Surgeon,  and  two  men  were  killed, 
and  the  Master  and  several  others  dan- 
gerously wounded ; on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  not  less  than  54  were  drowned,, 
killed  or  wounded. 
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Sec  Report  of  Committee  of  Captains, 

N*  94,  page  33- 


Statement  by  the  Post-Office. 

Mr.  Watkins  stated  that  the  Pelham 
was  within  musket  shot  during  the  action, 
but  did  not  afford  the  Montagu  any  as- 
sistance; Mr.  Pering  in  his  Statement 
admits  that  “ the  Pelham  was  within 
“ short  musket-shot  of  her,”  and  in  his 
Journal  says,  “that  they  were  prevented 
“ firing  for  fear  of  hitting  the  Montagu.” 


It  cannot  fail  to  be  observed  that  by 
treating  as  one  Statement  the  contents  ot 
two  letters,  written  avowedly  for  dif- 
ferent purposes,  and  having  in  view  an 
object  that  cannot  be  elucidated  from  one 
of  them  alone,  an  impression  is  sought  to 
be  produced  different  from  what  the  fact 
will  justify. 

These  variations  are  still  greater  than  has 
yet  been  mentioned,  for  whilst  Mr.  Pering 
states  the  Montagu  to  have  struck  and 
been  rescued  by  the  Pelham,  Mr.  Wat- 
kins describes  her  colours  as  flying  at  the 
gaff,  and  expressly  states  his  having  beaten 
off  the  enemy.  Nothing  could  be  more 
clear  than  that  one  of  the  parties  had  for- 
feited all  pretensions  to  truth,  manliness, 
and  honour.  It  is  in  vain  that  the  officer 
attempts  to  conceal  that  Mr.  Watkins’s 
character  was  as  much  at  stake  on  the 
result  of  the  investigation,  as  that  of  Mr. 
Pering.  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
length  of  Mr.  Watkins’s  services,  whatever 
his  merits  (a  point  on  which  the  discus- 
sion is  left  to  others,)  and  however  strong 
the  recommendations  in  his  favour,  justice 
demanded  that  he  should  not  be  rewarded 
at  the  expense  of  another’s  character  ; and 
prudence  prescribed  that  he  should  be 
ascertained  to  be  deserving  of  that  reward, 
which  could  not  be  conferred  on  an  un- 
worthy object  without  proving  injurious  to 
the  Public  Service. 

In  the  preceding  paragraph,  Mr. 
Watkins’s  promotion  is  stated  to  have  been 
“ without  reference  in  any  degree  to  the 
“ conduct  of  Mr.  Pering.”  It  is  here 
admitted  not  merely  that  the  appoint- 
ment had  express  reference  to  Mr.  Pering, 
but  that  some  step  was  necessary  to 
prevent  his  conduct  being  prejudged  by 
it.  Their  Lordships  Minute  could  not 
surely  have  been  intended  to  produce  an 
effect  on  themselves,  and  yet  it  seems 
difficult  to  compiehend  how  it  was  to 
guard  Me.  Pering’s  character  beyond  the 
walls  ot  the  Post-Office,  however  ope- 
rative it  may  have  been  within  them. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  accounts  of  the 
action,  Mr.  Allen  Pering  wrote  to  the 
Board,  requesting  in  behalf  of  his  brother, 

that 


Mr.  Pering  admits  that  the  Montagu 
was  gallantly  detended. 

lie,  however,  states  that  the  Montagu 
had  struck  her  colours  to  the  enemy  in 
the  action. 


Notwithstanding  the  difference  between 
Mr.  Watkins’s  Statement  and  that  of  i\lr. 
Pering,  the  Postmaster  General  had  no 
doubt  but  that  the  Montagu  was  gallantly 
defended  after  the  fate  of  Captain  Norway, 
by  Mr.  Watkins  ; and  w ithout  reference  in 
any  degree  whatever  to  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Pering  on  that  day,  their  Lordships, 
on  the  score  of  20  years  service,  the  great 
merit  of  the  individual,  and  the  strong 
recommendations  they  had  sometime  pre- 
viously received  of  him  from  Lord  Somers, 
conferred  upon  Mr.  Watkins  the  com- 
mand of  an  established  Packet. 


Their  Lordships  in  their  Minute  con- 
ferring the  Appointment  on  Mr.  Watkins, 
guarded  the  question  as  related  to  Mr. 
Pering,  that  his  conduct  ought  not  to 
be  prejudged  by  the  promotion  of  the 
former. 


This  Appointment,  however,  drew  a 
strong  remonstrance  from  Mr.  Pering’s 
brother,  couched  in  such  terms  that  the 
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Mr.  Penny’s  Remarks. 
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that  a strict  and  minute  investigation  of 
his  conduct  might  be  instituted.  Mr. 
Freeling  replies,  “ nothing  can  be  more 
right  or  reasonable  than  this  request 
The  Montagu,  in  consequence  of  the  loss 
of  her  Mail,  was  expected  home  three 
months  before  the  Pelham  ; and  as  it  was 
impossible  to  say  what  might  become  of 
her  crew  during  this  interval,  Mr.  A. 
Pering  submitted  the  propriety  of  se- 
curing their  evidence,  by  having  them 
examined  on  their  arrival.  This  applica- 
tion, though  couched  in  terms  the  most 
respectful,  was  not  more  fortunate  in  ob- 
taining a reply  than  the  representation 
made  to  their  Lordships  on  the  effects  of 
Mr.  Watkins’s  promotion. — These  letters 
must  speak  themselves.  It  will  only  be 
remarked,  that  Mr.  A.  Pering’s  last  letter 
concluded  with  a renewal  of  the  applica- 
tion for  an  examination  of  the  Montagu’s 
crew,  and  with  a request  to  be  present  on 
his  brother’s  behalf. 

It  is  intended  that  this  Enquiry  should 
be  considered  as  a usual  one,  but  it  has 
too  many  distinguishing  features  to  be  so 
confounded  : — It  followed  the  promotion 
of  the  party  w hose  conduct  was  professed 
to  be  enquired  into  : it  was  directed  to  the 
points  upon  which  the  respective  state- 
ments are  at  issue,  and  should  consequently 
have  proceeded  on  the  whole  evidence.  It 
was  rendered  more  extraordinary,  by  being 
held  when  the  Pelham  was  hourly  ex- 
pected, and  by  Mr.  Pering’s  brother  not 
being  allowed  to  be  present.  The  Court 
remonstrated  with  the  Agent  against  pro- 
ceeding, and  was  required  to  go  on. 
Questions  already  prepared  were  delivered 
to  the  Court,  and  no  others  allowed  to  be 
put ; and  notwithstanding  the  variance 
in  the  testimony  of  those  first  examined, 
the  remainder  were  had  in  en  masse,  to 
assent  to  a deposition  which  was  read  to 
them. 

It  is  difficult  to  believe,  from, the  man- 
ner in  which  this  decision  is  spoken  of, 
that  it  was  founded  on  ex-parte  evidence, 
and  completely  set  aside  by  a subsequent 
Committee,  which  had  the  whole  case 
before  it. 


Statement  by  the  Post-Office. 

Postmaster  General  directed  that  no 
reply  should  be  given  to  it. 


On  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Watkins  and  the 
crew  of  the  Montagu,  at  Falmouth,  the 
usual  Enquiry  took  place,  and  Mr. 
Watkins  was  acquitted  of  ail  blame  in 
having  thrown  his  Mail  overboard,  and 
the  Committee  adjudged  that  the  ship  was 
defended  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  and 
that  the  colours  w-ereshot  away,  butimme- 
diately  re-hoisted,  and  were  never  after 
hauled  down  during  the  action. 


The  Postmaster  General  confirmed  this 
decision  of  the  Committee,  and  were  of 
opinion,  that  as  far  as  the  evidence  went, 
it  proved  that  the  Montagu  received  no 
assistance  from  the  Pelham  in  the  action. 


It  is  wished  to  be  inferred,  that  Mr.  On  the  first  arrival  of  the  intelligence 
Pering  had  first  assented  to,  and  after-  of  the  action  in  England,  the  brother  of 
wards  declined  the  investigation  by  a Mr.  Pering  requested  than  an  investiga- 
Committee  of  Captains.  This  is  not  the  tion  might  be  had  into  his  brother’s 
fact.  His  first  step,  on  his  arrival,  was  conduct. 

to  apply  for  a copy  of  the  proceedings  Directions  were  given  to  the  Agent  at 
which  had  taken  place  in  his  absence.  Falmouth  accordingly,  and  measures 
He  informs  the  Board,  that  “ unless  they  taken  with  that  object;  and  in  order  that 
M -were  of  a very  different  nature  to  what  the  matter  might  be  conducted  with  iin- 

“he  partial 
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Statement  by  the 

Mr 1 ' Pcrino’s  W/te  ^1C  ^ia(^  a.t  present  reason  to  imagine,  he 
marks/  April  lo,  “ should  hesitate  before  he  entrusted  any 
18x4.  “ question  affecting  his  honour  to  a tribu- 

“ nal  so  constituted.”  And,  on  his  ap- 
plication being  refused,  he  distinctly  states 
what  he  understands  to  be  their  nature. 
It  was  not  till  after  Mr.  Freeling’s  answer, 
which  does  not  attempt  to  question  such 
statement,  and  in  which  the  appointment 
under  which  Mr.  Pering  acted,  although 
professing  to  be  made  “ in  compliance 
“ with  directions  from  the  Postmaster 
“ General,’’  and  signed  by  the  Agent  at 
Falmouth,  is  represented  as  not  being 
“ the  act  of  the  office  j”  that  he  signified 
his  intention  of  laying  the  whole  proceed- 
ing before  Parliament. 


Statement  by  the  Post-Office. 

partiality,  the  persons  who  formed  the 
Committee  upon  Captain  Watkins’s  con- 
duct, were  excluded  from  the  Committee 
to  be  formed  to, enquire  into  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Pering. 

Mr.  Pering,  however,  subsequently 
declined  presenting  himself  before  a Com- 
mittee, and  signified  his  intention  of 
laying  the  same  before  Parliament. 


It  will  be  observed,  that  this  Commit- 
tee was  held  to  enquire,  not  whether  the 
Pelham  did  assist,  but  why  she  did  not 
assist  the  Montagu.  On  this  enquiry,  the 
officers  and  crews  of  both  vessels  were 
examined. 


Upon  which  the  Postmaster  General 
directed  that  the  other  officers  and  crew 
of  the  Pelham  might  be  examined,  to  as- 
certain why  the  Pelham  did  not  assist  the 
Montagu. 


The  Report  is  as  follows  : — “ We  are 
“ of  opinion  that  the  Pelham  did  not 
“ render  the  Montagu  all  the  assistance 
“ she  might  have  done  at  the  commence- 
“ ment  of  the  action,  for  the  following 
‘^reasons;  1st.  She  was,  previous  to  the 
“ privateer’s  coming  up,  ordered  by  the 
“ Montagu  to  take  her  station  a-head  of 
“ that  vessel,  a little  on  her  lee-bow. 
“ This  (in  our  opinion)  very  injudicious 
“ situation,  placed  the  Montagu  between 
“ the  Pelham  and  the  privateer,  which 
“ of  course  prevented  the  Pelham  from 
“ firing. 

“ 2nd.  The  Pelham,  owing  to  an  error 
“ in  judgment  of  her  Commander,  was 
“ some  minutes  longer  in  coming  to  an 

action  w ith  the  privateer,  than  she  other- 
“ wise  might  have  been:  during  which 
“ period,  the  Montagu  sustained  all  her 
“ damage. 

“ 3dly.  Had  not  the  Montagu  most 
“ improperly  backed  her  main-topsail,  and 
“ consequently  deadened  her  way,  by 
“ wffiich  means  she  lost  all  command  of 
“ her  helm,  she  might  have  borne  down 
“ to  the  Pelham  for  assistance. 


This  Committee  was  convened  accor- 
dingly ; and  they  were  of  opinion  that 
the  Pelham  could  not  render  all  the  as- 
sistance she  might  have  done  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  from  the  situa- 
tion in  which  she  was  placed  by  desire  of 
Capt.  Norway. 


“ And  that  afterwards,  owing  to  an 
“ error  in  judgment  of  her  Commander, 
“ she  wras  some  minutes  longer  in  coming 
(i  into  action  with  the  privateer,  than  she 
“ otherwise  might  have  been : during 
“ which  period,  the  Montagu  sustained  all 
“ her  damage.” 


“ It  appears  also  to  this  Committee* 

“ that  the  evidence  of  the  officers  and 
“ ship’s  company  of  the  Montagu,  were 
“ at  variance,  and  contradicted  each 
“ other ; and  the  evidence  of  Capt.  Wat- 
“ kins  widely  differed  from  his  Journal, 
and  also  his  first  statement  of  the  facts, 

“ in  giving  his  evidence. 

“ It  They 
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t:  It  is  our  opinion,  that  after  the 
tc  Pelham  got  into  action,  every  officer 
“ and  man  on  hoard  that  vessel  did  his 
“ duty  ; and  had  it  not  been  for  the  Pel- 
“ ham,  the  Montagu  must  inevitably 
“ have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
“ enemy.” 


Statement  hy  the  Post-Office.  Nn  44. 

— - - Statement  by  the 

They  were  of  opinion,  that  when  the  ^ 'Sg’s 'he- 
Pelham  did  get  into  action,  every  officer  marks,  April  20, 
and  man  did  his  duty;  and  that  had  it  not  1814. 
been  for  the  Pelham,  the  Montagu  must 
inevitably  have  fallen  into  the  hands  ot 
the  enemy. 


The  regard  to  candour  and  fairness  evinced  by  the  Official 
Statement,  in  its  analysis  of  the  above  Report,  cannot  fail  to  be 
noticed  ; it  will  be  perceived  that  every  part  is  omitted  that 
reflects  on  the  character  and  conduct  of  Captain  Watkins.  Rear- 
ing in  mind  that  Mr.  Pering  was  neither  present  nor  represented 
on  the  Enquiry,  independent  of  other  obvious  considerations,  the 
imputed  error  in  judgment  of  “ some  minutes”  might  well  be 
overlooked  by  him,  if  the  Committee  had  not  attributed  to  this 
period  all  the  damage  sustained  by  the  Montagu.  It  is  difficult 
to  see  how  they  can  reconcile  this  “ ail ,”  with  the  previous 
description  of  the  position  of  the  vessels  at  the  commencement  of 
the  action.  Some  time  must  necessarily  have  elapsed  before  the 
Pelham  could  extricate  herself  from  the  “ injudicious  situation” 
in  which  the  Committee  describe  her  to  have  been  placed  by  the 
Montagu,  during  which,  some  part  of  the  latter’s  damage  must 
have  been  sustained,  even  admitting  a subsequent  loss  of  time. 

It  will,  however,  be  observed,  that  this  imputed  error  in  judg- 
ment affords  the  best  proof  of  the  short  duration  of  the  Montagu’s 
action  ; for  if  this  expression  of  the  Committee  be  incorrect  with 
reference  to  a period  of  no  more  than  ten  minutes,  the  duration 
applied  to  it  by  Mr.  Pering’s  statement,  what  will  become'  of  it 
■when  applied  to  a period  of  an  hour  and  ten  minutes,  its  dura- 
tion according  to  the  Official  Statement  ? 

The  Statements  of  Mr.  Pering  and  Mr.  Watkins  were  at  issue 
on  two  points. — Did  the  Pelham  render  any,  and  what  assistance 
to  the  Montagu  ? — Did  the  Montagu  strike  her  colours  ? On 
the  first  point,  according  to  the  Official  Statement,  the  privateer 
had  been  “ repulsed,”  and  “ sheered  off,”  previous  to  the  Pel- 
ham's coming  into  action ; whilst,  according  to  the  Committee, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  Pelham,  the  Montagu  must  inevitably 
“ have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.” 

The  evidence  given  as  to  the  hauling 
down  of  the  colours,  is  greatly  at  variance: 
it  is  asserted  by  some  that  they  were  shot 
away  in  the  action,  and  by  one  seaman 
only,  that  he  struck  them  by  order  of 
Captain  Watkins. 


Mr.  Watkins  disclaims  all  recollection 
of  having  given  such  directions.  It  is 
not  however  impossible  that  in  the  agony 
ot  his  wounds,  such  orders  might  have 
escaped  him;  but  admitting  this  to  be  the 
case,  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of 
Mr.  Watkins  and  his  crew  remain  con- 
spicuous ; and  the  measure  might  have 
been  justified  by  the  overwhelming  force 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  want  of  active 
co  -operation  on  the  part  of  the  Pelham. 
N The 


On  the  second  point,  the  question  of 
striking  the  colours,  the  Report  is  silent, 
it  not  having  been  thought  advisable  to 
submit  either  this  fact,  or  that  of  the  loss 
of  the  Mail,  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee.  It  appears  however  that 
the  former  could  not  be  prevented  from 
coming  before  them  ; and  although  there 
was  abundant  evidence  to  establish  th6 
fact,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  less 
subject  to  exception  than  that  of  the  man 
who  struck  them. 

The  Post-Office  would  willingly  con- 
ceal the  delusion  of  which  it  has  been  the 
victim ; hence  the  suppression  of  facts 
which  it  was  felt  would  ill  accord  with  the 
impression  sought  to  be  produced  ; hence 
the  inconsistencies  apparent  throughout 
the  Official  Statement.  The  decision  of  its 
own  Committee  under  such  circumstances, 
could  not  but  be  the  most  mortifying,  as 
proving  the  correctness  of  Mr.  Pering’s 
Statement  in  every  part,  whilst  it  exposed 
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Mr C "lVrinn’s  "lie1  ^ie  falsehood  of  that  upon  which  the  Office 
marks,  *o  / 

18 14. 


J\prll  had  acted : if  any  proof  of  this  feeling  were 
wanting,  it  might  he  found  in  the  alteration 


Lieutenant  in  His 


Statement  by  the  Post-Office. 

The  reasons  why  the  Pelham  did  not 
sooner  participate  in  the  action,  are  ably 
detailed  in  a letter  from  Mr.  Carter,  the 
which  has  subsequently  taken  place  in  the  Master  of  that  ship,  in  which  he  imputes 
constitution  of  these  Courts  of  Enquiry,  the  “ fear  and  ignorance’  to  Mr.  Pering. 
duties  of  the  Committee  being  now  con-  Af  r 
fined  to  reporting  the  evidence,  on  which  , r\  r'  7 axT  "aS  a 
the  office  reserves  to  itself  the  decision.  MaJest*s  Navy* 

To  this  feeling  of  disappointment  can  alone  be  attributed  the 
first  attack  on  Mr.  Pering's  character,  through  the  medium 
of  Mr.  Carter.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  spirit  displayed 
by  the  office,  from  what  has  already  appeared;  to  have  a 
correct  one,  reference  must  be  made  to  the  correspondence 
now  before  Parliament.  In  this  correspondence  Mr.  Saverland, 
the  Agent  at  Falmouth,  occupies  a distinguished  place.  In  con- 
formity with  an  order  establishing  this  gentleman,  not  merely  the 
medium  of  communication  with  the  office,  but  the  judge  of  what 
communications  are  proper  to  be  addressed  to  it,  Mr.  Pering  had 
transmitted  his  letters  to  Mr.  Saverland.  Having  reason  to  think 
that  a letter  to  Mr.  Freezing  had  not  been  forwarded,  he  wrote 
to  Mr.  Saverland,  requesting  to  know  if  it  had  been  so,  and  w hen. — 

Mr.  Saverland’s  Answer  is  as  follows  : “ I thought  my  letters  had 
“ been  sufficiently  explicit ; all  your  letters  to  Mr.  Freeling  have 
“ been  forwarded,  but  I have  no  recollection  of  the  time  w hen 
<£  they  were  forwarded,  not  keeping  copies  of  my  letters  or  of 
“ yours.”  An  excuse  like  this,  which  not  only  bore  its  charac- 
ter on  the  face  of  it,  but  which  Mr.  Pering  had  reason  to  know 
was  unfounded  in  fact,  determined  him  to  request  that  his  cor- 
respondence w ith  the  Board  might  no  longer  take  place  through 
this  channel.  Mr.  Carter  had  been  recommended  by  Mr.  Sa- 
verland as  Master  of  the  Pelham,  just  before  Mr.  Pering  took 
the  command  ; from  the  experience  of  a five  months  voyage,  he 
was  fully  aware  that  Mr.  Carter  would  be  a convenient  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Saverland,  although  he  had  no  idea  of 
the  use  which  would  be  ventured  to  be  made  of  him.  Mr.  Carter’s 
letter  imputes  to  Mr.  Pering  “fear  and  ignorance:”  On  the  latter 
head  he  will  say  nothing  ; on  the  former,  he  might  perhaps  with 
safety  appeal  to  common  candour,  whether,  if  he  had  shewn  a 
want  of  personal  courage  before  thirty  persons,  all  dependent  on 
the  Post-Office,  the  imputation  would  rest  on  the  authority  ofMr. 

Carter,  or  have  been  deferred  until  after  the  Enquiry.  Painful, 
however,  would  be  his  situation,  were  he  compelled  to  enter  into 
a discussion  of  Mr.  Carter’s  claims  to  credit,  or  of  the  motives  by 
which  he  may  be  supposed  to  be  actuated. 

Mr.  Carter  will  be  proved  to  have  advanced  a deliberate 
falsehood,  not  by  the  evidence  of  others,  but  by  his  own.  The 
most  unquestionable  testimony  will  be  adduced  to  the  terms  in 
which  he  has  described  Mr.  Pering’s  personal  conduct  on  the 
occasion,  at  times  certainly  not  less  favourable  to  truth  than  the 
period  at  which  his  letter  was  written. 

It  will  not,  perhaps,  rank  amongst  the  least  extraordinary 
parts  of  this  transaction,  that  the  Post-Office  should  have  placed 
itself  under  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  a mode  of  Defence, 
w hich  could  alone  be  available  bv  draw  ing  the  attention  from  the 
real  state  of  the  question.  Nothing  can  be  more  evident,  than 
that  whatever  may  have  been  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pering,  the  Post- 
office  must  be  judged  by  its  own. 

General  Post-Office,') 

20th  April  1814-  J 
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